
REALTORS® Leadership and Neighborhood Boards

The City is seeking candidates to fill 2-year terms for all 444 seats 
on Oahu’s 32 neighborhood boards. The candidate filing deadline 
is January 16; elections will be held in March. Neighborhood 
boards were established to ensure full citizen participation in 
government so that the powers of  the City would properly serve 
and advance the aspirations of  its citizens. Every resident has 
the opportunity to participate in government decision making 
in their community. As homeowner advocates, REALTORS® can ® can ®

play a significant part in making government more responsive to 
community needs. 

“We believe that REALTOR® participation on neighborhood ® participation on neighborhood ®

boards will ensure that the issues about how we grow as an 
island community focus on quality of  life—today and tomorrow,” 
said Joe Paikai, chair of  the HBR City Affairs Committee. “Our 
communities need to develop in ways that offer more choices, 
protect our natural resources, honor our shared heritage and 
culture, use resources wisely, and contribute to the economy. We 
need to begin the dialogue about using smart growth strategies. 
It’s about the legacy we leave to our children and grandchildren—
an island community for future generations.” 

HBR members interested in running for a seat on their 
neighborhood board can download the application form at 
http://www.honolulu.gov/nco/2007_candidate_application_form.pdf.

HBR Board Approves Support for Transit

Although HBR has opposed the 0.5 percent increase in the general 
excise tax because of  its burden to homeowners, we agree with the 
Mayor and most kama‘aina that traffic is the biggest challenge to 
our quality of  life. A fixed guideway system will be a critical aspect 
of  traffic relief  on Oahu because it offers the most efficient way 
to meet future transportation needs and accommodate growth 
on our island.

Transportation Important to Real Estate Industry

Survey research by the National Association of  REALTORS® (NAR) ® (NAR) ®

reports that two out of  three Americans are increasingly concerned 
about traffic congestion, with 62 percent saying traffic congestion 
is getting worse and 69 percent expecting traffic congestion to get 
even worse in the next five years. We would expect these numbers 
to be considerably higher in Hawaii and especially on Oahu.
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The NAR research also shows that next to crime rates and public 
schools, commuter concerns are the top considerations of  most 
homebuyers in deciding where to live. On a scale of  1 to 10, 
with 10 being very important, traffic and congestion on local 
roads (7.7) ranked third as an issue affecting housing decisions, 
followed closely by the cost of  gasoline used to commute to work 
(7.1), and the length of  time it takes to commute (7).

A Long Term Dialogue About Growth

Although the City’s Fixed Guideway System attempts to 
addresses our struggle with traffic congestion, it’s really about 
how we—government leaders, the business sector, the public—
accommodate future growth in our island community. We are 
not interested in just a short-term solution (10 to 12 years) 
to alleviating traffic congestion, but a long term process (30 
to 50 years) that allows our communities to grow and prosper 
and that contributes to our quality of  life—for our children and 
future generations.

HBR is—like many others—concerned about the costs of  this 
project and we will continue to oppose additional increases in 
taxes to fund it. To adequately support the infrastructure needs 
of  communities resulting from growth, government at all levels 
should cooperate in the adoption of  balanced, fair, equitable, 
and incentive-based approaches to finance these projects.

Fighting for Private Property Rights

Finally, HBR recognizes the need for government use of  eminent 
domain in providing for a public purpose, such as utilities, 
transportation or affordable housing. However, REALTORS®

believe that protecting the right of  citizens to be secure in their 
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VOLUNTEER
The CAC monitors county council proposals which impact 

the real estate industry; recommends legislative and 

regulatory positions to the HBR leadership and Board of  

Directors; prepares and presents testimony consistent with 

adopted HBR positions to legislative, administrative and 

regulatory bodies; increases the effectiveness of  HBR with 

governmental officials; and educates and informs members 

about legislative initiatives.

The City Affairs Committee works on behalf of HBR 
members and the real estate industry. If you’re interested 
in joining CAC, please contact HAR Government Affairs 
Director Alicia Maluafiti at 224-3648, or send an email to 
alicia@loihicommunications.com.

ownership of  property is a core value. Eminent domain—when not 
used for the purpose it was intended—is wrong regardless who it 
benefits. We embrace a transit-oriented development approach 
to addressing the long term needs of  Honolulu although we do 
not believe that it should be at the expense of  private property 
rights. We encourage the City to again—consider incentives and 
collaboration with property owners when developing around the 
rail stations and use eminent domain as a last resort.

“Communities can be shaped by choice, or they can be shaped 
by chance. We can keep on accepting the kind of  communities 
we get, or we can start creating the kind of  communities we 
want.” HBR embraces using smart growth concepts to address 
the development challenges of  our island community. A fixed 
guideway system is the first step necessary to enhancing our 
quality of  life.

Time:
11:30 am  Registration/Lunch
12:00 pm – 1:30 pm Forum

Location:
Japanese Cultural Center of  Hawaii, Manoa Grand Ballroom
Parking is $3 with validation at the JCC.

Cost: $20

HBR members are encouraged to attend a forum co-sponsored 
by the HBR and the Honolulu Japanese Chamber of  Commerce 
to learn more about the fixed guideway system. Speakers from 
the City will review:

• The proposed route, stations, and alignment.

• Possible modes of  transportation (technology).

• Transit oriented development opportunities and proposed 
zoning changes.

• Potential funding for the project, including federal monies, 
private partnerships, development incentives, and the new 
surcharge..

The registration fee includes lunch, which begins at 11:30 a.m. 
Please RSVP to Dawn at 949-5531 by January 16, 2007.

Mayor Urges Owner Occupant Tax Relief

Unlike their neighbor island counterparts, Oahu homeowner- 
occupants do not receive a property tax break. Kauai, Maui and 
Hawaii counties have special tax classifications for homeowners 
who live in their properties, and Mayor Hannemann wants Oahu 
to adopt a similar measure.

The Honolulu City Council considered legislation in 2006 
but were unable to reach a consensus. Critics are primarily 
concerned about the impact on landlords who may end up 
absorbing higher taxes and would likely pass that cost on to 
renters further exacerbating rental affordability. Concerns have 
also been raised that homeowner-occupants in multimillion-
dollar homes would disproportionately benefit from the 
classification.

The Mayor believes that a homeowner-occupant tax break would 
discourage property speculators and help working families who 
live on a fixed income. Renters could be aided by a separate 
measure.

About 60 percent of  all homes in the Islands are owner-occupied, 
while renters fill about 40 percent of  all occupied units, 
according to 2005 Census figures. The state’s percentage of  
owner-occupied homes is among the lowest in the nation, with 
Hawaii ranking 48th, just above California and New York, at 58 
percent and 55 percent, respectively. The highest percentage 
of  owner-occupied homes is in Minnesota, where more than 
three-fourths of  homeowners live in their properties.


