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KEEPING HONOLULU REALTORS® INFORMED & INVOLVED IN HBR’S PUBLIC POLICY AGENDA

Cachola Gives Lifetime to Public Service 

Romy Cachola has had a long public 
service career as an elected official and 
is currently the City Council Member for 
District 7 which includes portions of  
Kalihi, Iwiliei, Kalihi Kai, Mapunapuna, 
Salt Lake, Aliamanu, Hickam, Foster 
Village, and Sand Island, as well as 
the archipelagic waters, reefs, and 
fishponds off  the district shoreline. Born 
in the town of  Vigan in the Philippines, 
Cachola began his political career in 1984 in the State House 
of  Representatives and due to redistricting, served two districts: 
District 39 from 1984 to 1992, and District 30 from 1992 to 
2000. In 2000, he ran for and was elected to the Honolulu City 
Council District 7 where he is currently serving and will be up for 
re-election in 2008. 

When asked by the Honolulu Board of  REALTORS® in 2004 why 
he was running for office, he said: “My wife and I arrived in 
Hawaii in the early 1970s from the Philippines. We struggled 
early on to make ends meet. During that time, I made a personal 
promise to God that if  we were to ever make it good in this life, 
I would dedicate myself  to helping others. 

Cachola’s community involvement, awards and accomplishments 
are just as impressive as his public service career and includes 
membership in the St. Anthony’s Filipino Catholic Club, the 
Ilocos Surian Association of  Hawaii, the Filipino Chamber of  
Commerce, and the Kalakaua Lions Club. His leadership skills 
contributed to his board roles with the Kalihi YMCA Board of  
Governors, the Susannah Wesley Community Center Board of  
Directors, and St. Anthony’s School Board. In 1990, Community 
Advocate Magazine selected Cachola as Public Servant of  the 
Year, and in 1999, he received the Legislator of  the Year Award 
from the Hawaii Medical Association. His role on City Council has 
been very diverse, serving as chair for a number of  committees 
including Planning, Budget, Zoning, and Transportation. Council 
Member Cachola is on record with HBR on a number of  issues.

December Council Meetings

Wednesday, December 12
10:00 a.m. City Council – Morning Session

2:00 p.m. City Council – Afternoon Session

There are no committee meetings in December. 

“BALANCING THE BUDGET”

The most prudent course of  action is for the City to promote 
fiscal conservatism and to curb capital expenditures. There are 
other solutions to consider, including cutting back on programs 
that duplicate State functions that are beyond our basic core 
services, and prioritizing City services by evaluating programs 
currently provided. 

“PRIVATIZING CITY SERVICES”

Generally, privatization is a good idea. However, for privatization 
to work, City services will have to be improved and result in 
cost savings, and with no compromise or disregard to employee 
rights and benefits.

“MASS TRANSIT”

We should explore all options and proceed cautiously before 
deciding on a financing plan that would place a heavy financial 
burden on taxpayers. To fully address traffic gridlock, we will 
need a combination of  transit options, including rail, ferry and 
bus.

“DEVELOPER IMPACT FEES”

Generally, I have serious concerns regarding impact fees. 
However, I am supportive of  impact fees that are a result of  
government-developer partnerships, so long as they are used 
to build roads and sewers, address public safety concerns, and 
improve the quality of  life for our communities.

Continues on back.
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Council Seeks New Ordinance Regulating 
Transient Vacation Rentals 

In 1989 and 1990, the Honolulu City Council enacted ordinances 
to regulate the Bed and Breakfast (BB) and Transient Vacation 
Rental (TVR) activities on Oahu. Through the nonconforming 
use certificate (NUC) process, the Department of  Planning and 
Permitting (DPP) essentially prohibited expansion of  the TVR 
and BB industry which subsequently resulted in the perpetuation 
of  illegal operations in residentially-zoned areas. Inevitably, the 
trek of  year-round, seasonal, and vacationing people into Oahu’s 
residential communities has intruded into the lives of  kama’aina, 
causing noise, traffic, and parking problems, and diminishing 
the quality of  life for residents. Although the dynamics vary 
island by island, the issue grows in contention as more and 
more vacationers seek tranquil alternatives to the hustle and 
bustle of  traditional vacation destinations like Waikiki. Hawaii 
policy makers have been challenged to find a solution to balance 
competing interests that impact property rights, economic 
vitality, and the sanctity of  residential neighborhoods. 

According to City Planning Director, Henry Eng, the law regulating 
Transient Vacation Rentals is virtually unenforceable “because 
it’s hard to catch the vacation renter at the site.” In 2005, the 
City Council unanimously passed a resolution to amend the 
Land Use Ordinance by requiring that advertisements for TVUs 
include certain information that would facilitate the City’s ability 
to locate illegal TVUs and enforce the prohibition against their 
operation in residential neighborhoods and other areas. The City 
Council also passed a resolution to lift the ban on new bed and 
breakfast homes, remove them from the zoning code except as 
a home occupation, and establish regulations for BB operations 
as a responsibility of  the DPP.

The DPP is now in the process of  reviewing proposed bills for 
introduction to City Council. The City Affairs Committee has 
asked to meet with Director Eng to learn more about the spirit 
and intent of  the legislation and its impact on the real estate 
industry on Oahu. 

City to Consider Creation of Public Transit 
Authority 

Voters may get the opportunity to decide on whether the City’s 
new fixed guideway system will be managed by the existing City 
Department of  Transportation Services under the supervision 
of  the mayor, or a new semi-autonomous entity, a Public 
Transit Authority (PTA). Resolution 07-90 tasks the new agency 
with focusing on the planning, development, operation, and 
maintenance of  the public transportation system to ensure that 
it is operated with transparency and accountability to Oahu’s 
residents. To establish this new entity, the resolution proposes 
an amendment to Honolulu’s Charter, which would be placed on 
the ballot in 2008. 

Some concerns have already been raised at the hearing including 
the need to establish an additional layer of  bureaucracy. Although 
the resolution was introduced by Council Member Donovan Dela 
Cruz, the administration will be introducing its own legislation 
based on input from appropriate department heads, such 
as the Department of  Transportation Services, Department 
of  Human Resources, and Department of  Planning and 
Permitting; Corporation Counsel; and the City’s transit program 
management consultants. In addition, the City is consulting 
U.S. transit industry experts in studying comprehensively the 
various models of  transit authority institutions in use around 
the country.

Expert Panel Sought to Review Mass Transit 
Technology 

Resolution 07-376 would establish a technical expert panel to 
evaluate and select the fixed guideway technology for Honolulu’s 
new mass transit system. 

The City wants to ensure that any decision made will be based 
on an unbiased technical evaluation. The City has come under 
some scrutiny about the selection process by mass transit 
opponents, therefore the administration is proposing that 
the panel of  technical experts be assembled to evaluate the 
information submitted by the technology providers around the 
world and determine the technology that is most advantageous 
for the City. All technologies that meet the performance, cost, 
serviceability, and environmental criteria will be invited to submit 
the information for the panel’s consideration. The expert panel 
would then prepare a report documenting their conclusions after 
the evaluation.


