
the Council’s operations since her battle began earlier this 
year. We have talked on numerous occasions and recognized 
that this change would be in the best interest of  the Council as 
we move into a new year. I hope that this will also allow Chair 
Marshall to focus her energies on her recovery, as I know from 
our conversations that she is anxious to continue representing 
Windward Oahu” commented Councilmember Apo.

As required by the Honolulu Charter, the Council will re-address 
its leadership lineup at the January 2, 2009 inauguration, 
where Councilmembers Marshall, Garcia, Cachola and Apo 
will be re-appointed to their Council positions, along with the 
inauguration of  Duke Bainum for Council District 5.

Real Property Assessment Notification  
to go Online 
Oahu property owners will now have the opportunity to 
receive their real property assessment notices by email. 
The City and County of  Honolulu announced that, effective 
immediately, property owners may elect to register online to 
receive their real property assessment notices by email.

Beginning December 15, 2008, eligible homeowners will be 
able to file their home exemption claims online for the 2010-
2011 tax year and beyond. Property owners will also be able 
to file an appeal online to the Board of  Review for the 2009-
2010 tax year, beginning December 15, 2008, to January 
15, 2009.

Mayor Mufi Hannemann said, “This is another example of  the 
City using its technology capabilities to improve the delivery 
of  important information to the public and streamline the 
way we do business, as we’ve successfully done with motor 
vehicle registration renewals, certain types of  building 
permits, and other requirements. And we’ll continue to seek 
new ways to harness the Internet to make our operations 
more efficient.”

Additional information about these new online services is 
available by visiting the City’s Real Property Assessment 
website at www.realpropertyhonolulu.com or by calling  
768-3799. Questions may also be sent by email to 
bfsrpmailbox@honolulu.gov.

Honolulu City Council Names New  
Council Chair
In November, following the general 
election, the Honolulu City Council 
named Councilmember Todd Apo 
as Chair of  Council. Councilmember 
Apo was re-elected to a second term 
on the Council, representing Ewa, 
Kapolei and the Leeward Coast. 
He replaces Council Chair Barbara 
Marshall, who is continuing her battle 
against cancer. Councilmember Nestor Garcia was promoted 
to Vice-Chair of  the Council, and Councilmember Marshall 
was named Floor Leader.

“We continue to pray for Councilmember Marshall and her 
quick recovery. She has done an amazing job at maintaining 

Continues on back.

Upcoming Council and Committee Meetings

There are no committee meetings in December. The 
2009 Committee and Council Meeting Calendar has been 
scheduled, but no committee chairs have been assigned yet.

Tuesday, January 6
9:00 a.m. Committee on Zoning
1:00 p.m.  Committee on Planning and Sustainability

Wednesday, January 7
9:00 a.m. Committee on Budget
1:00 p.m. Committee on Executive Matters
3:00 p.m. Committee on Affordable Housing and 

Economic Development

Thursday, January 8
9:30 a.m. Committee on Transportation and Public Works
1:00 p.m. Committee on Intergovernmental Affairs
2:30 p.m. Committee on Public Health, Safety and Welfare

Wednesday, January 28
10:00 a.m. City Council – Morning Session
2:00 p.m. City Council – Afternoon Session

OTHeR SPeCiAl eveNTS iN JANUARy

Friday, January 2
12:00 p.m. Inauguration of  the Honolulu City Council

Wednesday, January 21
9:00 a.m. Opening Day of  the State Legislature

CiTy AFFAiRS UPDATe
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Bill 67 Would Ban Text Messaging  
While Driving
Councilmember Charles Djou has introduced a bill that 
would ban text messaging as well as other communication 
activities that distract drivers, including video games, instant 
messaging, and email. Public hearings on the bill in November 
resulting in strong support for the measure by businesses 
including the Hawaii Transportation Association, GEICO, AAA 
Hawaii, and the Hawaii Food Industry Association. A survey 
compiled by KHON News showed overwhelming response for 
the bill with 90 percent of  those polled in support. 

In addition, testimony was submitted by the chair of  the 
Transportation Committee in the California Assembly 
supporting the measure. California law prohibits driving a 
motor vehicle while using a wireless telephone unless that 
telephone is specifically designed and configured to allow 
hands-free listening and talking, and is used in that manner 
while driving. Violators are fined $20 for a first offense and 
$50 for each subsequent offense. The Law also prohibits 
a driver under 18 from using a wireless telephone, even if  
equipped with a hands-free device, or from using a mobile 
service device. Emergency service providers or calls made by 
emergency services professionals are exempt from the law, 
as are the walkie-talkie or push-to-talk feature that is built 
into certain wireless telephones. 

The California State Legislature subsequently introduced 
a bill to ban text messaging arguing that hands-on use of  
electronic wireless communications devices (i.e. Blackberries, 
etc.) while operating a motor vehicles is quickly becoming a 
factor leading to vehicle collisions in California. They contend 
that writing, sending and reading text messages while driving 
is potentially more dangerous than hands-on cell phone use 
by drivers, which was banned starting July 1, 2008, because 
composing and reading text messages requires a driver to 
take is or her hands off  the steering wheel and to take his 
or her eyes off  the road. However, while it is relatively easy 
for a law enforcement officer to see a driver holding a cell 
phone up to his or her ear in violation of  the law, it may 
be much more difficult to determine whether or not a driver 
is composing, sending or reading a text message, since the 
device will be held away from the upper torso and is likely to 
be operated on the lap.

Bill 67 was passed out of  the Transportation and Public 
Works Committee and is recommended for passage of  
second reading by City Council in December.

National Four-Point Plan Will Stimulate 
Housing 
REALTORS® know that at its core, the current economic 
crisis is the result of  problems in our nation’s housing and 
mortgage markets. With Congress considering a return to 
Washington this month for another economic stimulus effort, 
the National Association of  REALTORS® (NAR) has put forth a 
Four-Point Plan that must be included in any stimulus effort 

in order to boost the economy and calm jittery real estate 
markets. Housing has always lifted our economy out of  past 
economic downturns, so immediate action is imperative to 
foster a housing recovery that historically leads any overall 
economic recovery. Stabilizing real estate markets must be 
the core of  any additional economic stimulus bill. 

NAR’s plan would: 

• Make the $7500 first-time homebuyer tax credit available 
to all buyers and eliminate repayment requirements. The 
credit’s limited availability and repayment requirement 
severely limit the credit’s use and effectiveness. 

• Make the 2008 FHA, Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac loan 
limits permanent. New rules for 2009 will reduce them. 
Now is not the time to limit mortgage affordability. 

• Get the Treasury relief  program back on track and target 
more funds to mortgage relief. Create a federal mortgage 
interest buy-down program to make below-market rates 
available and stabilize home prices. 

• Permanently bar banks from engaging in real estate 
brokerage and management. The banks have proven they 
have enough to do to simply manage the loan process. 
Banks should not manage home sales and purchases.

To learn more about how you can support NAR’s Four-
Point Housing Stimulus Plan, go to http://takeaction.
realtoractioncenter.com/nar/4pointplan.html.
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Board of REALTORS®, influence legislative and regulatory policies to protect 
private property rights and which impact the real estate industry on Oahu.



CITY COUNCIL ORDINANCE_____
CITYAND COUNTY OFHONOLULU

HONOLULU, HAWAII

A BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE

RELATING TO THE USE OF ELECTRONIC DEVICES WHILE OPERATING MOTOR
VEHICLES.

BE IT ORDAINED by the People of the City and County of Honolulu:

SECTION 1. The purpose of this ordinance is to prohibit certain uses of
electronic devices while operating a motor vehicle.

SECTION 2. Chapter 15, Article 24, Revised Ordinances of Honolulu 1990, as
amended (‘Miscellaneous Provisions), is amended by adding a new section to be
appropriately designated by the revisor of ordinances and to read as follows:

“Sec. 15-24. Electronic devices.

j~j As used in this section:

“Video games” are any of various games that may be played by use of a
hand-held electronic device

“Write send or read a text-based communication” means using an
electronic wireless communications device to manually communicate with any
person using text-based communication, including, but not limited to,
communications referred to as text messaging, instant messaging, and electronic
mail.

fl~j No person shall engage in the following activities while operating a motor vehicle:

1. Write, send, or read a text-based communication: or

2. Play video games.

Idì For purposes of this section, a person shall not be deemed to be writing, reading,
or sending a text-based communication if the person reads, selects, or enters a
telephone number or name in an electronic wireless communications device for
the purpose of making or receiving a telephone call.”

SECTION 3. New ordinance material is underscored. When revising, compiling,
or printing this ordinance for inclusion in the Revised Ordinances of Honolulu, the revisor
of ordinances need not include the underscoring.
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CITY COUNCIL ORDINANCECITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

HONOLULU, HAWAII

A BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE

SECTION 4. This ordinance shall take effect upon its approval.

~ED~

DATE OF INTRODUCTION:

NOV 06 2008
Honolulu, Hawaii Councilmembers

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY:

Deputy Corporation Counsel

APPROVED this _____ day of ____________, 20

MUFI HANNEMANN, Mayor
City and County of Honolulu
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