
the City’s financial plan is unable to support the project, 
or that exploring a partial at-grade system would cause 
a mere six-month delay. Anderson said that “the FTA told 
me the project’s financial plan was acceptable despite the 
downturn in the economy, and that any portion of  the project 
being constructed at-grade causes a potential lengthy delay 
coupled with jeopardizing of  federal funding. If  the FTA has 
changed their minds in the past two months since I talked 
to them, then the City Council needs to hear that directly 
from them so that we are all receiving identical information 
firsthand.”

Apo and Anderson said their objective is not to advocate 
for or against the project, nor to bash or support either 
administration. But it is clear that the City Administration 
and the State Administration are at odds on the project, and 
the council is caught in the middle as each side interprets 
what they’ve heard from the FTA. Both council members, in 
an effort to reach the truth on behalf  of  the Council, agree 
they must personally hear firsthand the FTA’s current position 
and any concerns the agency may have. Their intention is to 
then share that information with the public and their fellow 
council members.

Survey Shapes City Multi-Hazard Pre-Disaster 
Mitigation Plan 
The Department of  Emergency Management seeks public 
input to update the City’s Multi-Hazard Pre-Disaster 
Mitigation Plan. Oahu residents are asked to complete an 
on-line Disaster Preparedness Survey via the Department’s 
website at www.oahuDEM.org. Answers to survey questions 
will help identify the natural or man-made hazards - hazards 
they feel should be addressed. The survey period ends in 
February 27th, with the revision scheduled for completion 
by April. 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency requires 
governments to have a Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan as a 
condition to receiving federal preparedness and disaster 
assistance funding. An integral part of  the plan’s approval 
is public input. Oahu residents who would like to participate 
can access the survey form by going to the Department 
of  Emergency Management website and clicking on the 
Disaster Preparedness Survey link. The survey is very simple 
and should take no more than five minutes to complete. Data 
gathered from the survey will be used in updating the plan. 

Council Members Apo and Anderson Reach 
Out to Governor
Honolulu City Council Chair Todd Apo and Council Floor Leader 
Ikaika Anderson made a valiant nonpartisan attempt to work 
with the Governor’s office by meeting with Department of  
Transportation Director Brennon Morioka and Chief  of  Staff  
Barry Fukunaga regarding the Honolulu High Capacity Transit 
Corridor Project. Apo and Anderson requested that they be 
invited to Gov. Lingle’s upcoming meeting in Washington, 
D.C. with Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Administrator 
Peter Rogoff. The request was subsequently denied. The 
request by Apo and Anderson was an attempt to ensure that 
the State administration, the City administration, and the 
City Council are all hearing the same information from the 
FTA. According to Apo, “As the body responsible to vote on 
issuing the billions of  dollars in bonds for mass transit, the 
City Council needs to be on the same page with the State 
and County administrations and the federal government.” 
The attendance of  Apo and Anderson at the D.C. meeting 
would have furthered that objective. 

According to Anderson, while in Washington last November, 
the FTA told him that they are concerned with diverting 
federal money earmarked for TheBus to pay for mass transit. 
But they did not say a project adjustment is necessary, that 
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Upcoming Council and Committee Meetings

Tuesday, February 9
9:00 a.m. Committee on Zoning
 Chair: Rod Tam
1:00 p.m.  Committee on Public Infrastructure

Chair: Ann Kobayashi 

Wednesday, February 10
9:00 a.m. Committee on Budget
 Chair: Nestor Garcia
1:00 p.m. Committee on Executive Matters & Legal Affairs
 Chair: Charles Djou 

Thursday, February 11
9:00 a.m. Committee on Transportation
 Chair: Gary Okino
11:00 a.m. Committee on Public Safety & Services
 Chair: Donovan Dela Cruz
1:00 p.m. Committee on Planning
 Chair: Ikaika Anderson

Wednesday, February 24
10:00 a.m. City Council – Morning Session
2:00 p.m. City Council – Afternoon Session

Continues on back.
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HONOLULU BOARD OF REALTORS®

2010 CITY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE PURPOSE: To advocate on issues important to the Honolulu 
Board of REALTORS®, influence legislative and regulatory policies to protect 
private property rights and which impact the real estate industry on Oahu.

Bills Address Tents and Carts in Parks
Council member Todd Apo has introduced two bills – by 
request – to restrict the placement of  tents and shopping 
carts within Oahu island parks. According to Bills 7 and 8, 
it would be unlawful for any person to utilize, place, occupy, 
leave, or in any other manner situate a shopping cart or tent 
(that contains one or more walls) within a public park. In 
addition, use of  tents would require a permit. These bills 
and others are intended to address the use of  contraband 
within the City parks, but it’s likely the bill indirectly targets 
the many homeless camps that arise and which detract from 
the natural scenic beauty of  the island, particularly within 
parks that are visited more frequently by tourists. The bills 
were submitted on behalf  of  Park and Recreation Director 
Lester Chang and will provide maintenance staff  with more 
solutions to managing the problem.

Transit Station Workshop Planned for Pearl 
Highlands
The Rapid Transit Division of  the City’s Department of  
Transportation Services is hosting the first in a series of  
three meetings to gather community input regarding the 
station entrance designs for the Pearl Highlands Station and 
Park-and-Ride Facility of  the Honolulu High-Capacity Transit 
Corridor Project. The meeting is at Highlands Intermediate 
School on Thursday, February 4, 2010, from 6:30 p.m. to 
9:00 p.m. Two following meetings will be at the same location 
at six-week intervals. Residents, schools, and businesses in 
Pearl City (96782), Waipahu (96797), and Mililani (96789) 
zip codes were informed via postcard. A notice (non-legal 
advertisement) was also published in MidWeek notifying the 
general public, as well as personal canvassing conducted 
by RTD staff  within ¼-mile radius of  the station. Similar 
meetings will continue for each station area along the transit 
route. The workshops are free. For more information or to 
attend future workshops, please call 566-2299 or email 
info@honolulutransit.org.

City Accepts Credit Cards for Property Tax 
Payments
Mayor Mufi Hannemann announced that Honolulu real 
property owners can now use credit cards and electronic 
checks (e-checks) to make real property tax payments via the 
Internet or telephone. During the tax collection period ending 
February 22, 2010, real property owners may use Visa or 
MasterCard credit cards to make such payments. They 
may also pay via personal or business checking accounts. 
According to Hannemann, “This is an added convenience 
for taxpayers and it makes good sense. Many taxpayers 
have requested this service, and we’re pleased to be able to 
provide it.” 

The electronic payment service is provided by Official 
Payment Corporation, which currently accepts payments 
for the Internal Revenue Service, Turbo Tax, 25 states, and 
over 2,500 municipalities. Official Payment Corporation will 
separately assess and collect a convenience fee of  2.49% 
of  the amount paid by credit card and $3.30 for e-check 
payments of  $10,000 or less or $15.30 for e-check payments 
of  more than $10,000. To make an electronic payment, visit 
the city’s website at www.hnlpay.com or call (877) 309-9117. 
The service will be available 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week during the tax collection period. 

Property owners may also continue to pay by mail or in 
person at Honolulu Hale, Kapolei Hale or any Satellite City 
Hall. Credit cards are only accepted via the Internet and 
telephone service, and not at any of  the counters at Honolulu 
Hale, Kapolei Hale, or Satellite City Halls. Information 
about real property tax bills, assessments, and exemptions 
is available at www.realpropertyhonolulu.com or email 
bfstreasmailbox@honolulu.gov.

Continued from page 1.


