
Primary Election on September 18 and the General Election 
on November 2! HBR’s 2010 Voter’s Guide should be available 
by September 1. To download a copy of  the guide, please 
visit www.hicentral.com after September 1. 

Candidate Questions

On private property rights: With the City’s power of 
condemnation—and in anticipation of the need to make 
way for rail transit, how would you propose protecting 
private property rights?

On rail and transit oriented development: What is your 
position on rail transit and TOD?  How do you propose 
moving forward on development of rail transit?

On housing affordability: What do you believe are the 
greatest challenges to housing affordability? How do you 
propose meeting these challenges?

On a balanced budget: How would you propose 
balancing the City’s budget in the face of today’s economic 
challenges? What would be your priority areas—for budget 
cuts or fee or tax increases?

Managing Director Caldwell Serves as Interim 
Mayor

Upon Mayor Mufi Hannemann’s resignation to run for 
Governor, City Managing Director Kirk Caldwell became Acting 
Mayor, pending a special election in which voters will chose 
a mayor to serve the two remaining years of  Hannemann’s 
term. Caldwell said he looks forward to working closely with 
the community and is fully prepared for the challenge of  
managing Hawaii’s largest city. Acting Mayor Kirk Caldwell 
today announced that the City is helping to launch a new 
shuttle bus service that will link homeless shelters and 
transitional housing in Kalaeloa with employment sites in 
nearby communities and the Kapolei Transit Center. 

His first order of  the day was to announce a new bus plan 
to help homeless in transition. “It is not enough to simply 
remove homeless people from parks, beaches and beneath 
freeway viaducts and leave them isolated from the rest of  our 
community,” Caldwell said. “The purpose of  this shuttle bus 
service is to make it easier for people who are rebuilding their 
lives in Kalaeloa to find and keep jobs, provide for themselves 
and their families, and keep appointments that help them 
address any other issues that caused them to become or 
remain homeless.” 

Candidates Answer Questions About REALTOR® 
Issues

Each election year, the Honolulu Board of  REALTORS® asks 
candidates for county races key questions about issues 
important to our members and the real estate industry. 
Candidates are allowed up to 100 words to answer each 
question. Candidates interested in receiving campaign 
contributions from the REALTORS® Political Action Committee 
(RPAC) will be evaluated on their responses to these questions, 
participation in HBR sponsored forums, as well as other 
evaluation criteria, such as electability, viability, political 
influence, and demonstrated leadership. This year, elections 
will be held for City Council Districts 2, 4, 6 and 8. In addition, 
Special Elections will be held for Mayor and City Prosecutor. 

Candidate responses will be published in HBR’s Voter 
Guide and made available to REALTORS®—in print and 
electronically—to help you get to know your candidates for 
county offices. 

Members are encouraged to share the guide with family, 
friends and clients. More importantly, be sure to vote in the 
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Upcoming Council and Committee Meetings

Wednesday, August 18
10:00 a.m. City Council – Morning Session
2:00 p.m. City Council – Afternoon Session

Tuesday, August 31
9:00 a.m. Committee on Zoning
 Chair: Ikaika Anderson
1:00 p.m.  Committee on Public Infrastructure

Chair: Ann Kobayashi 

Wednesday, September 1
9:00 a.m. Committee on Budget
 Chair: Nestor Garcia
1:00 p.m. Committee on Executive Matters & Legal Affairs
 Chair: Donovan Dela Cruz

Thursday, September 2
9:00 a.m. Committee on Planning
 Chair: Rod Tam
10:30 a.m. Committee on Transportation
 Chair: Gary Okino
1:00 p.m. Committee on Public Safety & Services
 Chair: Lee Donohue
2:30 p.m. Boards & Commissions
 Chair: Romy Cachola

*City Clerk Furlough – Friday, August 6 and Friday, August 13
Continues on back.



The shuttle bus service is expected to begin on weekdays 
and will be operated by Hawaii Helping the Hungry Have 
Hope (H-5). Facilities to be served by the shuttle bus 
include Onelauena Shelter, Waianae Community Outreach; 
Homeless Veterans Substance Abuse Program, United 
States Veterans Initiative; Hale Ulu Pono Shelter, Steadfast 
Housing Development Corporation; and Kumuhonua Shelter, 
Honolulu Community Action Program. The total cost of  the 
project will be approximately $148,000 for one year and is 
a collaborative effort between the City, the Federal Transit 
Administration, State Department of  Human Services, Hawaii 
Community Development Authority, Waianae Community 
Outreach, and H-5. 

Charter Amendment Would Create City Office 
of Housing

Resolution 10-38 would place a charter amendment question 
on the ballot to establish an office of  housing. According to 
the resolution, the cost of  home ownership and the rental of  
housing continue to increase in Honolulu, making it difficult 
for people, including seniors, to afford adequate housing 
and leaving many people homeless. The council believes that 
homelessness and the affordable housing crisis will continue 
to be two of  Honolulu’s most significant and challenging 
social problems. A major complaint by affordable housing 
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2010 CITY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE PURPOSE: To advocate on issues important to the Honolulu 
Board of REALTORS®, influence legislative and regulatory policies to protect 
private property rights and which impact the real estate industry on Oahu.

advocates is that there is no central office or agency within 
the city for people to turn to for help and that the city should 
do more to address the lack of  affordable housing, including 
establishing more coherent housing policies. All the counties 
in the state except for Honolulu have a housing department 
or agency that concentrates on housing issues or programs. 
Because Honolulu’s housing crisis needs immediate 
attention, the council believes that it would be beneficial to 
establish a housing office directly under the mayor and ensure 
that agencies of  the state and federal governments, private 
organizations, nonprofit groups, community organizations, 
and individuals work in partnership to address issues 
regarding affordable housing, senior housing, special needs 
housing, and homelessness. City Council will vote to place 
the following question on the 2010 general election ballot:

“Shall the Revised City Charter be amended to create an 
office of  housing directly under the mayor, to be headed by an 
administrator who shall be appointed by the mayor, subject to 
council confirmation, and who may be removed by the mayor?”

$55 Million Secured for Rail Transit

U.S. Senator Daniel Inouye continues to play a leadership 
role in federal appropriations for Hawaii securing approval of  
$55 million for preliminary engineering and final design of  
Honolulu’s rail transit project. “Once again, Senator Inouye has 
come through for the people of  Hawaii,” said Acting Mayor Kirk 
Caldwell. “The rail project is vital for our economy and our future, 
and this money will help ensure its success. This project will put 
thousands of  our people back to work, spur private investment 
in transit-oriented development, help curb the growth of  traffic 
congestion, and provide an important and affordable alternative 
to clogged freeways and overflowing parking lots.”

Sen. Inouye chairs the Senate Appropriations Committee, 
which approved the rail transit money as part of  a $70 
million appropriation for transportation, housing and urban 
development projects in Hawaii. The appropriations bill 
must also be approved by the full Senate and a conference 
committee with the House. The $55 million was included in 
President Obama’s budget and supports the Federal Transit 
Administration’s anticipated $1.55 billion contribution 
toward building the Honolulu rail system. Congress has 
already appropriated $65 million for the rail system. The 
Final Environmental Impact Statement for the rail project 
has been completed and released for public review after 
careful scrutiny by the Federal Transit Administration. The 
FEIS is now awaiting acceptance by Gov. Linda Lingle.

There are strong indications the rail project is on firm 
financial footing according to the Administration. Two major 
rail construction contracts awarded by the City totaled 
approximately $150 million less than had been projected, 
and the City received 99.6 percent of  anticipated revenue 
from the General Excise Tax surcharge through Fiscal Year 
2010. Congressman Jim Oberstar, chairman of  the House 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, publicly 
referred to Honolulu’s rail project as “the premier transit 
project in the entire country.”


