
Bob Vieira Appointed to Board of Parks and 
Recreation

Honolulu Board of  REALTORS® Board of   
Directors member and City Affairs Committee 
member Bob Vieira was appointed by Mayor 
Peter Carlisle to the Board of  Parks and 
Recreation.  The Advisory Board consists of  
nine members appointed by the Mayor and 
confirmed by the Council to staggered five-
year terms.  The major duties of  the Board 
are to advise the Mayor, the Council and the 

Director of  Department of  Parks and Recreation on matters 
relating to the recreational, cultural and entertainment 
activities and facilities of  the city and on the beautification 
of  facilities and public streets of  the city. Vieira will succeed 
Dennis Agena whose term expired on December 31, 2010, 
and will serve for a term expiring on December 31, 2015.

City Reviews HUD Funding Action Plan
Figures from the U.S. Census for 2006 estimate Oahu’s 
population at 909,863, which is approximately 71% of  the 
population of  the State. Although the growth rate of  the 
general population has slowed in recent years, segments 
such as the elderly continue to rise rapidly and represent 
a significant trend. In addition, Honolulu has a pent-up 
demand for housing estimated at 18,013 units for the five 
year period from July 1, 2010 — June 30, 2015. Of  this 
demand, the greatest needs are and will continue to be in the 
low- and moderate-income households, those making 80% 
of  median income. These income groups exhibit the highest 
incidence of  housing problems - cost burden, substandard 
units and overcrowding. Other sub-populations that require 
affordable housing are special needs groups such as frail 
elderly, persons with disabilities, persons with HIV/AIDS, 
youth and ex-offenders.

Honolulu had an estimated point-in-time homeless 
population in 2009 of  3,650 homeless persons on Oahu at 
any given time during the year. In 2006, there were 12,930 
hidden homeless households or households doubled-up or 
sharing accommodations with others because they could not 
afford their own homes. The number of  at-risk households 
- households who would lose their housing unit if  the chief  
wage earner were without a job for three months -  increased 
to 57,283 households from 36,454 households in 2003. 
An earlier homeless study conducted in 2003 concluded 
that, on a Statewide-basis, a majority of  the homeless were 
lifetime or long-time residents of  Hawaii, and that slightly 
over one third are Hawaiian or part-Hawaiian, well above the 
ethnic percentage of  the general population. In addition, the 

City Council Hearing Schedule

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
9 A.M.  City Council – morning session
2 P.M.  City Council – afternoon session

Tuesday, Sept. 27
9:30 a.m. Safety, Economic Development & Government 
Affairs: Chair – Tulsi Gabbard
10:30 a.m. Parks and Cultural Affairs:  Chair – Tom Berg
1:30 p.m. Executive Matters and Legal Affairs:  Chair – 
Romy Cachola

Wednesday, Sept. 28
9:00 a.m.  Budget:  Chair – Ann Kobayashi
1:00 p.m. Public Works & Sustainability: Chair – Stanley 
Chang

Thursday, Sept. 29
9:00 a.m. Zoning and Planning:  Chair – Ikaika Anderson
1:00 a.m. Transportation: Chair – Breene Harimoto

Joe Paikai Appointed to Real Property Tax 
Advisory Commission

Council Chair, Ernie Martin, introduced 
and passed a resolution establishing the 
Real Property Tax Advisory Commission to 
advise and assist the Council by conducting 
a review of  the City’s real property tax 
exemptions every three years.  Appointed 
to the Commission is Honolulu Board of  
Realtors president-elect and City Affairs 
Committee member, Joseph Paikai.  The 

Commission consists of  seven members selected by the 
Council Chair to serve every three years.  One member of  
the commission shall be the Chair of  the Council’s Budget 
Committee or a councilmember appointed by the Chair of  
the Budget Committee.  The Commission will conduct a 
systematic review of  the City’s real property tax exemptions, 
using standards such as equity and efficiency, and submit 
written recommendations to the Council by December.  The 
Commission, and commissions thereafter would dissolve.  All 
meetings will be open to the public and held at Honolulu Hale 
or other public places.  Public testimony will be accepted 
on all agenda items. Other members of  the Commission 
serving in a volunteer capacity include Roland Casamina, 
Paul Brewbaker, Amy Hirano, Lowell Kalapa, Lisa Maruyama, 
and Ken Schoolland.  The appointments to the Commission 
were effective July 1, 2011. 

CITY AFFAIRS UPDATE
AUGUST 2011

KEEPING HONOLULU REALTORS® INFORMED & INVOLVED IN HBR’S PUBLIC POLICY AGENDA

Continues on back.



“hidden homeless” has almost doubled in the past decade, 
as those that can least afford rent are driven out of  a tight 
housing market.

The U.S. Department of  Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) requires local governments which receive federal 
funds to identify and describe housing and housing service 
needs and priorities, and to produce a strategic action 
plan for addressing those needs. The City and County of  
Honolulu’s Plan permits the City to apply a unified vision to 
address local problems comprehensively and to propose a 
specific course of  action to alleviate the identified concerns. 
It builds on local assets and coordinates a response to the 
needs of  the community and integrates economic, physical, 
environmental, community and human development so that 
families and communities can work together and thrive. 
Finally, the Plan sets forth goals, objectives, and performance 
benchmarks for measuring progress and establishes a 
framework for assessing new knowledge and experience and 
how they can add to a successful plan for revitalization.

The City has allocated a total of  $17,848,874 in the following 
programs: 

• $10,548,256 in Community Development Block Grant    
   (CDBG)

• $445,214 in Emergency Shelter Grants (ESG)

• $6,382,678 in HOME Investment Partnerships (HOME)

• $472,726 in Housing Opportunities for Persons With AIDS      
  (HOPWA).

These funds will be distributed to approximately 30 projects 
and 13 alternates within the framework of  the priorities for 
housing and community development over the next year, 
excluding planning and administration. These priorities were 
approved in 2009 as part of  the City’s Plan for fiscal years 
2011 to 2015.

Council Chair Calls for Clarity on Transit 
Property Acquisition
Appropriately, Council Chair Ernie Martin has asked the 
Honolulu Authority for Rapid Transportation (HART) to 
clarify the list of  properties scheduled for acquisition which 
would allow for development of  rail transit along Farrington 
Highway.  The list is consistent with those properties 
identified in the Final Environmental Impact Statement 
(FEIS) and the FTA has authorized the property acquisition 
under their prescribed process.

Chair Martin, however, requested clarification because 
the letter was ambiguous and did not clearly state the 
manner in which properties would be acquired – eminent 
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domain or negotiated purchase – and the status of  
those acquisitions.  The letter, according to HART, is 
NOT a notification of  condemnation. They summarily 
resubmitted a revised list of  proposed properties noting 
the proposed method of  acquisition or current status. 
“Agreement” indicates properties to be acquired from a 
governmental entity. “Negotiated Settlement” indicates 
properties to be acquired from private property owners. 
“Offer Accepted” refers to acquisitions currently in 
escrow. And “Acquired” represents properties where title 
has transferred to the City and County of  Honolulu. At this 
time, no condemnations are scheduled. If  condemnation 
is required, a separate request will be submitted to the 
City Council.

To review the list of  properties submitted by HART, go 
to http://www4.honolulu.gov/docushare/dsweb/Get/
Document-115421/65qhlhn-.pdf. 


