
the emblem.  Any person operating a motor vehicle in violation of 
the new law would be subject to a fine of $50 for a first violation, 
$100 for a second violation committed within a year of a previous 
violation, or $200 for a third or subsequent violation committed 
within a year of two or more previous violations.

City to Begin Collecting Permit Fees for 
PVs
The City will begin collecting fees on 
building permits issued for photovoltaic 
(PV) solar electric power systems effective 
April 6. Mayor Kirk Caldwell on March 7 
signed Bill 68 (Ordinance 13-1), which 
eliminates the waiver for PV permit fees. 

The waiver was implemented in October 2007 as an incentive to 
the PV industry and residents to install the energy saving systems.

With the number of PV systems nearly tripling each year since 
2008, the industry is thriving and an incentive is no longer 
necessary. Repealing the fee waiver means PV contractors will 
be treated the same as other contractors who have been paying 
building permit fees all along.  The PV fees collected will be 
used to hire additional inspectors and plan checkers to improve 
service, and reduce the time needed to obtain other permits and 
to conduct inspections. Below is a table of PV permits and fees 
waived since 2008:

FISCAL YEAR            PV PERMITS ISSUED  PV FEES WAVED

2008-2009 698 $501,812
2009-2010 1,298 $690,150
2010-2011 3,231 $2,043,123
2011-2012 9,096 $6,175,857
2012-Feb. 28, 2013 13,321 $8,690,351

A typical residential PV system is valued at $40,000 and the permit 
fee is $740. For a table of current building permit fees, see 
http://www.honoluludpp.org/Portals/0/pdfs/construction/SCHED.
PDF.  DPP is updating the online PV permit application system 
to allow contractors to pay the new fees electronically. More 
information is available at www.honoluludpp.org.

More Seats Planned for Rail 
Transit
Oahu commuters will see 
an increase in the number 

of seats available on the new rail transit system. The Honolulu 
Authority for Rapid Transportation’s (HART) board of directors 
approved the funding to pay for 800 additional passenger seats 

CITY COUNCIL HEARING SCHEDULE

Wednesday, April 17 
9 A.M.  City Council – morning session
2 P.M.  City Council – afternoon session

Tuesday, April 23
9:o0 a.m. Public Safety and Economic Development: Chair 

Carol Fukunaga
10:30 a.m. Parks :  Chair Joey Manahan
1:00 p.m. Executive Matters and Legal Affairs:  Chair Ron 

Menor

Wednesday, April 24
9:00 a.m.  Budget:  Chair Ann Kobayashi
1:00 p.m. Public Works & Sustainability: Chair Stanley   
  Chang

Thursday, April 25
9:00 a.m. Zoning and Planning:  Chair Ikaika Anderson
1:00 p.m. Transportation: Chair Breene Harimoto
2:30 p.m. Intergovernmental Affairs and Human Resources: 

Chair Kymberly Marcos Pine

Councilmember Anderson Introduces Highway User Fee
Bill 22, introduced by Councilmember Ikaika Anderson, would 
establish a county highway user fee to be used to fix Oahu’s ailing 
roadways. The bill is intended to counter Mayor Kirk Caldwell’s 
proposed fuel tax increase which the City Council immediately 
killed. 

County highway is any public street or highway under the 
jurisdiction of City and County of Honolulu, and excludes any 
street or highway under the jurisdiction of the State of Hawaii 
or the federal government. The annual fee would apply to the 
registered owner of every motor vehicle operated on any county 
highway and would be paid in accordance with a fee schedule 
established by City Council for motor scooters, motor cycles, 
noncommercial vehicles, and commercial vehicles. 

The City would issue a tag or emblem to the registered owner of 
the motor vehicle which would indicate to authorities that the 
county highway user fee has been paid for the ensuing 12-month 
period. The tag or emblem would be placed on the rear license 
plate of the vehicle. If a tag or emblem is lost, stolen or defaced, 
the registered owner may apply to the city for a replacement, 
which shall be provided for a fee of $5.00. 

It would be illegal to operate a vehicle on county roads without 

CITY AFFAIRS UPDATE 
APRIL 2013

KEEPING HONOLULU REALTORS® INFORMED & INVOLVED IN HBR’S PUBLIC POLICY AGENDA 



for its railcar fleet, a 25 percent increase.  Members of HART’s 
Finance and Project Oversight committees unanimously approved 
$1.75 million to pay for the additional seating during a joint 
meeting. The cost includes design changes to the train cars to 
accommodate the additional seating, as well as the fabrication, 
production and installation of the seats.

The additional seating will be paid for using existing contingency 
funds built into the budget and will not change the overall cost of 
the project. Each two-car train will now have 96 seats, with room 
for luggage, bikes and surfboards.  “We’re building this system 
for our customers, and they’ve made it clear that they want more 
seats on our trains,” said HART Executive Director and CEO Dan 
Grabauskas. “Adding more seating is part of our overall goal of 
making the transit experience as safe, reliable and comfortable as 
possible.”

The board’s approval for additional train seats ensures that the 
City has a high-quality finished product that is user-friendly and 
customer focused.  In designing and building this system, HART 
wants to be flexible and open in making adjustments that are in 
the best interest of the riders and taxpayers.

Honolulu Mayor Kirk Caldwell said the additional seating is good 
news for the public. “My pledge as mayor 
has been to build rail better and smarter, and 
the decision to increase seating is part of 
that ongoing effort,” Caldwell said. “We will 
continue working with HART to look at other 
areas where we can improve the design and 
operation of the rail system to make it more 
user friendly.”

Honolulu City Council Chairman Ernest Martin said, “This is a 
good example of the importance of public input at the early 
stages of design and the decision to increase the number of 
seats demonstrates HART’s willingness to accommodate public 
preferences. More seats will likely attract more riders and 
ridership will ultimately determine the success of rail.”

The rail system includes 21 stations at key education, employment 
and retail destinations, including UH-West Oahu, Leeward and 
Honolulu community colleges, Honolulu International Airport, 
Downtown Honolulu, Pearl Harbor and Ala Moana and Pearlridge 
shopping centers. The first 10 miles of the rail system from 
Kapolei to Aloha Stadium is expected to open in 2017, with the 
full 20-mile line opening in 2019.

Grant in Aid Bill Waits for Mayor’s Signature
The purpose of Bill 4 is to create a fund to receive and expend 
monies to be used by the city toward grants in aid to federal 
income tax exempt non-profit organizations. Nonprofits 
would be those that provide services to economically and/or 

CITY AFFAIRS UPDATE
CONTINUED

socially disadvantaged populations or provide services for 
public benefit in the areas of the arts, culture, economic 
development or the environment as designated by the Charter 
of Honolulu. 

The bill calls for the establishment of a grants in aid advisory 
commission to review applications for grants in aid monies 
and advise the city on projects to be funded with grant 
monies from the fund. The recommendations made by the 
grants in aid advisory commission regarding recommended 
expenditures from the fund would be consistent with the 
priorities established by the council.

Applications for projects to be funded with grants in aid 
monies, including projects submitted by the city administration 
and by councilmembers to benefit their respective council 
districts, would be submitted to the commission by January 20 
of each year. The commission would then submit a report to 
City Council with its recommendations by Mar. 4.  The council 
would select the projects to be funded with grants in aid 
monies through the annual budget process.
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