
and TOD planning, integrated transportation and land use 
planning, and public participation and communications. 
Prior to joining ICF International in 2008, Rue was the 
Executive Director of the Thomas Jefferson Planning 
District Commission in Charlottesville, Va.  He served 
as vice president of the Association of Metropolitan 
Planning Organizations, and spent three terms on the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) National 
Advisory Council on Environmental Policy and Technology.  
Rue worked previously in Honolulu for both public and 
private sector clients and is excited to help jump-start the 
TOD program, coordinating policies, plans, programs, and 
strategic investments to help the neighborhoods along rail 
become great places to live, work, learn, and play.
 
Rue is the founding director of the Citizen Planner Institute 
in Hawaii and Florida, and has done extensive work and led 
numerous workshops and conferences on Oahu over the 
past 15 years.  He helped plan and facilitate the University of 
Hawaii Sea Grant’s Smart Growth Workshop in 2012, and co-
led the EPA’s first Smart Growth Implementation Assistance 
team to Honolulu in 2004.  Rue also was a team leader for 
the City’s Islandwide Traffic Calming Program that created 
more than 30 neighborhood-based plans, training manuals 
and videos from 1998-2002.
 
The City’s Transit-Oriented Development Program is 
under the Department of Planning and Permitting.  As a 
community-based planning effort, TOD encourages multiple 
transportation options, rather than just the automobile, 
and preserves the local character of a community.  The City 
began creating the eight TOD Neighborhood Plans in 2007.  
For more information about TOD, visit 
www.todhonolulu.org.

 
Mayor Responds to Electronic Forms Bill
Mayor Kirk Caldwell returned Bill 27 (2013), CD2, FD1, 
relating to city forms to City Council but without his 
signature. While he agreed that it is beneficial to post on-
line, forms used by the City that may be required by the 
public under various situations, and while his administration 
intended, even without Bill 27, to do so, Caldwell is 
concerned that the bill intrudes upon executive branch 
administrative kuleana. For matters such as these, the 
Mayor believes a resolution would be more appropriate.
The purpose of the Bill is to facilitate public access to all City 
forms for electronic filing or downloading.  Acting Director 
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CITY COUNCIL HEARING SCHEDULE

Wednesday, Aug. 7 (Leeward)
9:00 a.m. City Council – morning session
2:00 p.m. City Council – afternoon session

Tuesday, Aug. 20
9:00 a.m. Public Safety and Economic Development: 

Chair Carol Fukunaga
10:30 a.m. Parks :  Chair Joey Manahan
1:00 p.m. Executive Matters and Legal Affairs:  Chair 

Ron Menor

Wednesday, Aug. 21
9:00 a.m.  Budget:  Chair Ann Kobayashi
1:00 p.m. Public Works & Sustainability: Chair Stanley  
  Chang

Thursday, Aug. 22
9:00 a.m. Zoning and Planning:  Chair Ikaika Anderson
1:00 p.m. Transportation: Chair Breene Harimoto
2:30 p.m. Intergovernmental Affairs and Human 

Resources: Chair Kymberly Marcos Pine

City Holiday:  Statehood Day, Friday, Aug. 16

New Head Announced to Lead City’s TOD
Honolulu Mayor Kirk Caldwell announced 
the selection of veteran transportation 
planner, Harrison Rue, as the Administrator 
of the City’s Transit-Oriented Development 
(TOD) Program.  Rue currently is a principal 
with ICF International, a Virginia-based 
consulting firm.

 
The Mayor is excited to have someone with great experience 
in transportation and transit-oriented development planning 
joining his team.  According to Caldwell, his expertise at the 
local, regional and federal levels will allow the City to build 
vibrant transit-enhanced neighborhoods where driving a car 
is an option and not the only choice.
 
At ICF International, Rue’s areas of expertise include transit 
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Continues on back.



Keith Ho from the Department of Information Technology 
(DIT) testified in support of the intent of the bill to be 
more transparent, however, felt that the scope of the bill 
needed to be carefully reviewed and narrowed. With over 
20 departments, it would be a monumental task to put all 
City issued documents online and there would still be a 
need to examine each document for its appropriateness 
to be online. The DIT would have preferred to do a survey 
first to see what is out there and get more information. 
Managing Director Ember Shinn asked the Council to defer 
the bill for a month to give them a chance to collect all 
of the information from the survey. But the City Couincil 
assured that the Administration will have that month even 
if the bill passes out since it still has to undergo a lengthy 
review process. A subsequent survey of city forms was 
completed and reported that a total of 184 out of 247 
forms are already online. The effective date was changed to 
July 1, 2014 to give the department ample time to put the 
remainder of the forms online.

Mayor Signs Ag Bill into Law
Bill 26 allows the owner of land dedicated for agricultural 
use for a period of 20 years to petition the Director of 
Budget and Fiscal Services for cancellation of the dedication 
without penalty. Farmers are faced with many challenges 
in their operations. They experience high overhead, 
vandalism/theft, and antiquated laws that contribute to the 
rising cost of operating a farm in Hawaii. Bill 26 will help 
farmers address one aspect of their operation by allowing 
them to live on their farms to reduce the incidences of theft 

and vandalism

Kahuku Farms, Matsuda-Fukuyama 
Farms, and Kahuku Farmers supported 
Bill 26 which allows the cancellation 
of a 20 year agricultural dedication 
without roll back taxes and penalties, 
with a commitment and renewal of a 

ten year agricultural dedication. These entities are owned 
and managed by the Matsuda and Fukuyama families. 
Together, their farms operate on more than 300 acres 
located in Kahuku, Kawailoa, and Haleiwa. They employ 
about 40 people from the community and specialize in 
growing eggplant, luau leaf, papayas, apple bananas, and 
have recently ventured into growing vanilla, cacao, lilikol, 
and many other tropical fruit crops. They are also food 
safety certified.

Farming is not a 9 to 5 job. Bill 26 allows families sto build a 
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dwelling on their farm which will be subject to residential 
property tax. A dwelling on the farm will also aid in 
security discouraging ag theft and vandalism, a constant 
concern of farmers. Without this bill, farmers would 
pay $1,200 per acre per year in roll back taxes. For the 
Kahuku Farms, with 226 acres, it would cost $271,200 
per year or $2,983,200 in roll back taxes.

Bill 52 Adds New Pawn Broker Article
The purpose of Bill 52 (an administration bill) is to 
strengthen the current city ordinance relating to 
the regulation of pawnbrokers to better protect the 
public and to aid in the recovery of stolen property. 
Sections of the new ordinance include recordkeeping 
requirements for pawn transactions, pledged goods not 
redeemed, pawn service charges, right to redeem and 
lost pawnbroker transaction form, pawnbroker’s lien, 
claims against purchased good or pledged goods held by 
pawnbrokers, hold orders and confidentiality. The bill will 
likely be scheduled for first reading before City Council. 
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