
collected for rail. Strong GET surcharge revenue, along with the 
$1.55 billion in secured federal funding is keeping the City on the 
right track to deliver the project on budget.
 
HART Board Chairman Ivan Lui-Kwan said he was pleased with 
the continued local revenue flow for the project, as well as the 
secured federal funding. According to Lui-Kwan, during their 
recent trip to Washington D.C., Hawaii’s congressional delegation 
and other key lawmakers expressed their continued support 
for the important project through the federal Full Funding 
Grant Agreement between the city and Federal Transportation 
Administration.
 
Mayor Kirk Caldwell said, “Construction of the rail system 
is moving forward and this shows the project’s financing is 
sound. Each GET installment moves us that much closer to 
delivering the rail system and providing much-needed traffic 
relief.”  According County Council Chair Ernest Martin, they were 
“reassured that federal funding for this project is on track. This 
latest report on the GET surcharge revenue is further evidence 
that continued construction of the rail system is financially 
secure.”
 
The half-percent GET surcharge for Oahu, which by law can only 
be used for Honolulu’s rail system, began in January 2007 and is 
set to expire at the end of 2022. The surcharge is estimated to 
fund nearly 70 percent of the project’s cost, with the remaining 
balance to be paid for with federal funds.

Waimalu Zoning Approval Signed into Law

Mayor Kirk Caldwell signed into law Bill 68 (2013) to rezone 
land in Waimalu.  This is the zoning approval for the Live Work 
Play ‘Aiea development which was highlighted at HBR’s general 
membership meeting last year.  

The $766 million, 14-acre project that will include up to 1,500 
residential units in five towers on the former Kamehameha 
Drive-In Theater site will be the city’s first catalytic Transit 
Oriented Development project along the rail route.  Live Work 
Play ‘Aiea will be a mixed-use sustainable community that will 
incorporate residential units, offices, restaurants, retail shops, 
a neighborhood market, and public spaces to create an “Urban 
Village.”

Mayor Caldwell and the developer, Robertson Property Group, 
have 30 days to sign the development agreement which 
includes various community benefits as part of the zone change 
compromise.  Grading and building permits must still be applied 
for and approved.

CITY COUNCIL HEARING SCHEDULE

Wednesday, May 7 (Kapolei Hale) and June 4 (Honolulu Hale)
9:00 a.m. City Council – morning session
2:00 p.m. City Council – afternoon session

Tuesday, May 21
9:00 a.m. Public Safety and Economic Development:         
  Chair Carol Fukunaga
10:30 a.m. Parks:  Chair Joey Manahan
1:00 p.m. Executive Matters & Legal Affairs:  Chair Ron Menor

Thursday, May 22
9:00 a.m. Zoning and Planning:  Chair Ikaika Anderson
1:00 p.m. Transportation: Chair Breene Harimoto
2:30 p.m. Intergovernmental Affairs and Human   
                            Resources: Chair Kymberly Marcos Pine

Friday, May 22
9:00 a.m.  Budget:  Chair Ann Kobayashi
1:00 p.m. Public Works & Sustainability: Chair Stanley Chang

City Holidays
Monday, May 26 – Memorial Day

Charter Amendment Would Change Board of Water Supply

Resolution 14-63 proposes a charter amendment to amend the 
Board of Water Supply (BWS). Amendments include increasing 
the board membership from seven to eleven members, requiring 
board members to have specific and technical knowledge related 
to water and water systems in order to serve on the board, and 
adding two council members to serve as ex-officio members 
of the board. The amendment would also change the process 
for which board members are selected and appointed. The 
City Council has postponed action on the charter amendment 
proposal until a City Audit of the BWS had been completed. But 
final reading is scheduled for the Councils’ May meeting.  

$61.7 million in GET revenue slated for rail project

The Honolulu Authority for Rapid Transportation (HART) received 
$61.7 million in General Excise and Use Tax (GET) surcharge 
revenue this past quarter for construction of the Honolulu rail 
project.  The State Department of Taxation notified HART of 
the recent GET quarterly revenue installment, which covers the 
period of January through March of this year.

HART now has a total of $1.25 billion in surcharge revenue 

CITY AFFAIRS UPDATE 
MAY 2014

KEEPING HONOLULU REALTORS® INFORMED & INVOLVED IN HBR’S PUBLIC POLICY AGENDA 



Driver’s Licenses and Fee Changes Take Effect May 1

The City and County of Honolulu will begin the implementation 
of new regulations governing the issuance of driver’s licenses at 
its Drivers License offices, effective May 1, 2014, in accordance 
with State Department of Transportation Rules. Additionally, 
new fee changes for state identification (ID) cards will also go 
into effect on May 1. The requirements for supporting evidence 
to accompany applications for a driver’s license in Hawaii will 
now become identical to the document requirements in place 
for state identification cards.
 
In addition to satisfying requirements for documenting the 
applicant’s legal name, date of birth, legal presence in the 
United States and social security number, those seeking 
to obtain a Hawaii driver’s license will also be required to 
present two forms of proof of principal residence in Hawaii. 
These include bank, or agency-issued documents mailed to 
a resident’s principal residence, such as utility bills (electric, 
water, sewer, cable TV), vehicle registration or title, current 
driver license, voter registration, property tax assessment form, 
student identification card, and medical insurance cards, among 
others.
 
Similar requirements for supporting documents have already 
been in effect for obtaining a State ID card.  Internal staff 
training and public information efforts are ongoing as there are 
many individual circumstances to be addressed. The City highly 
recommends that those seeking a Hawaii driver’s license take 
the time to understand the document requirements, before 
going down to a Drivers License office.
 
Names shown on all certified or original documents must be 
identical.  In the event names do not match, such as may result 
from a name change due to marriage, the marriage certificate, 
or other government-issued document proving the name 
change must also be submitted with the application.  For a more 
detailed list of acceptable documents, residents are encouraged 
to visit: http://www1.honolulu.gov/csd/vehicle/dlrequirements.htm 
 
The new regulations are part of a broader implementation by 
the Department of Homeland Security of the Real ID Act of 
2005, which requires Hawaii and all other states to comply with 
strict rules before issuing a driver license or state identification 
card.  Also simplifying the program, the fee for both state IDs 
and driver licenses is set at $5 per year. State ID cards are 
issued with an eight-year term of validity, regardless of the age 
of the applicant, for a $40 charge.  Driver’s licenses are issued 
for different periods depending on age groups. Duplicate cards 
incur a $6 charge for all.

CITY AFFAIRS UPDATE
CONTINUED

Mayor Hosts Town Hall meetings on Oahu

It’s not too late to attend one of Mayor Kirk Caldwell’s town hall 
meetings – his third round since taking office last year. Mayor 
Caldwell and his Cabinet will Waimânalo, Ewa, and Nânâkuli to 
report on the mayor’s priorities and outline upcoming road and 
sewer infrastructure projects, TheBus service improvements, 
park upkeep and events, efforts to address homelessness, and 
other key issues.
 
The public is encouraged to attend, participate, and make 
suggestions on how the Caldwell Administration can better serve 
the people of the City and County of Honolulu. Each of the town 
halls will take place from 6:30 to 8 p.m., and be broadcast live on 
‘Olelo Channel 49.
 
Date  Community Location
Thur., May 8 Waimânalo Waimânalo District Park, Room A
Tues., May 13 Ewa  Ewa Elementary School
Wed., May 28 Nânâkuli Nanaikapono Elementary School

CHAIR:  
V. Elise Lee, RA, SFR 
Sandwich Isles Realty, Inc.

MEMBERS:

Beverly Amaral, RA 
Elite Pacific Properties, LLC

Jennifer Andrews, R 
Coldwell Banker Pacific 
Properties

Riley Hakoda, R, ABR, GRI, 
SFR 
Pier Management—Hawaii LLC

Martha T. Kersting, R, GRI 
International Realty Service & 
Consultants

Derek Lau, R, e-PRO, RSPS, 
SFR, SRES 
Real Estate Specialists

Jack M. Legal, R, CRS 
Legal Realty

Darryl Macha, R, ABR, AHWD, 
e-Pro,  GRI, SFR,  
Century21 All Islands

Cynthia Manabe, R, ABR, GRI 
Realty Laua LLC

Karin Moody, R 
Prudential Advantage Realty

Meme Moody, RA 
Prudential Advantage Realty

Joe Paikai, R, GRI, SRES 
Keller Williams Realty

Randy Prothero, R, ABR, 
AHWD, CRS, e-PRO, GRI, SFR 
Island Style Realty Inc,

Earle Shiroma, R, e-PRO 
East to West Real Estate, LLC

Loren Tripoli R 
Bob Vieira Realty, LLC

John “Jack” Tyrrell, R 
Jack Tyrrell & Company

Bob Vieira, R 
Bob Vieira Realty, LLC

Edmund Wong, R, CRB, CRS 
First Capital Realty One

HBR DIRECTOR OF 
GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS & 
STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT: 
Nelson Higa
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2014 CITY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE PURPOSE: To advocate on issues important to the Honolulu 
Board of REALTORS®, influence legislative and regulatory policies to protect 
private property rights and which impact the real estate industry on Oahu.


