Todd Apo Tasked with Diversity of District 1

District 1 is a geographically diverse region

that spans West Oahu from Ewa Beach to

Makaha. According to Council Member

Todd Apo, “l have come to learn and live

the rich treasures of West Oahu - from

the deep culture and pride of the leeward

coast to the growth and excitement of

Kapolei and Ewa. The potential of the

people and places of the entire region are

without compare, and | have been lucky

enough to have had the opportunity to be a part of this area.” It was
with this foundation that inspired Apo to seek public office.

Apo ran for the City Council seat vacated by Mike Gabbard in 2004
and won with over 50 percent of the vote amongst five candidates.
Throughout his career, Todd has continued hiscommitmentto serve
others through coaching and officiating basketball and volleyball,
and serving on numerous boards, including the Leeward Oahu
Transportation Management Association, the Native Hawaiian
Legal Corporation and Hawaii's Workforce Development Council.
Today, with his wife Jaime (Paet), he is raising his children with an
eye and concern on their future.

A 1985 graduate of Kamehameha Schools, Todd played football,
basketball and baseball while also serving as Student Body.
He went on to receive his undergraduate degree from Brown
University, and his MBA and law degree from William S. Richardson
Law School in 1992. Following graduation, Todd clerked in the
Hawaii Supreme Court for Justice Klein before starting in private
practice at the law firm of Ashford & Wriston. In 2001, Todd
stepped outside of the legal profession and begin work with
Ko Olina Resort & Marina. For the next three years, he served
at the Resort’s Vice President of Corporate Operations, heading
the government relations efforts and focusing on operations
within the Resort, including its future development. Through this
position, Todd led the Ko Olina Charities program, as well as the
Ko Olina Training Fund scholarship program, contributing almost
$500,000 in 2003 to Leeward Coast and West Oahu residents.
Now the chair of the City Council’s Budget Committee, Todd is
focused on serving his constituents and addressing the needs of
the entire island. Some priorities include:

TRAFFIC: “We must find new routes for West Oahu. And jobs
in the district for West Oahu residents will provide significant

improvements by taking cars off the roads during commuter
time.” Apo is a strong proponent of the City’s new fixed rail transit
system and resulting Transit Oriented Development.

CRIME AND DRUGS: “| believe that solutions come in education
and teamwork - between residents and the police. Change will
come from a combination of protection and enforcement.”

HOUSING: “Housing issues go beyond just the homeless issues
that are at the forefront today. It includes providing affordable
housing, employee rental housing, and housing solutions for the
future of West Oahu.”

October Council and Committee Meetings

Wednesday, October 19
10:00 a.m. City Council — Morning Session
2:00 p.m. City Council — Afternoon Session

Tuesday, October 23

9:00 a.m. Committee on Zoning
Chair: Rod Tam
1:00 p.m. Committee on Planning and Sustainability

Chair: Gary Okino

Wednesday, October 24

9:00 a.m. Committee on Budget
Chair: Todd Apo

1:00 p.m. Committee on Executive Matters
Chair: Ann Kobayashi

3:00 p.m. Committee on Affordable Housing and

Economic Development
Chair: Romy Cachola

Thursday, October 25

9:30 a.m. Committee on Transportation and Public Works
Chair: Nestor Garcia

1:00 p.m. Committee on Intergovernmental Affairs
Chair: Charles Djou

2:30 p.m. Committee on Public Health, Safety and Welfare

Chair: Donovan Dela Cruz




GROWTH: “The fact is that West Oahu is designated as Oahu’s
growth region, but this must happen in a responsible and
sensible manner. The growth must be anchored by commercial
development, bringing jobs and new economies to the district.”

WASTE MANAGEMENT: “The City Council must help implement
real solutions for Oahu’s landfill crisis. | believe we need alternatives
to land filling our waste - whether it is high tech solutions like
plasma arc and waste to energy conversion or low tech solutions
like recycling or shipping out our waste.”

Dela Cruz and Kobayashi Seek HBR Input on
Legislative Package

According to council members Donovan
Dela Cruz (District 2) and Ann Kobayashi
(District ), “We are on the cusp of a new
chapter in Honolulu’s history; in a short
time our city will begin a fixed guideway
project that will potentially transform
the growth and building pattern of our
city forever.” In response, the council
members have co-introduced a legislative
package as a proactive response to
Oahu’s affordable housing crisis and are
seeking input from various businesses
and community organizations, including
the Board of REALTORS®.

The council members reviewed and

analyzed Honolulu’s current practices

as well as took a look at policies from

other municipalities around the country.

The measures range from establishing

the framework for providing developer incentives to eliminating
or limiting the payment of cash in-lieu fees as a substitute for
creating new affordable units in future developments. In addition,
the package provides a general policy for guiding future affordable
housing initiatives and encouraging the Administration and
Council to enact the 2006 recommendations from the Affordable
Housing Advisory Committee. Dela Cruz and Kobayashi believe
that “the time for making sure we plan for [the] increase in urban
growth and ensure that affordable housing is part of this housing
growth is now.” For more information on this legislative package,
go to www.hicentral.com.

Property Tax Bills Heard by Budget Committee

The Budget Committee heard testimony from Budget Director,
Mary Pat Waterhouse, in support of a number of bills dealing
with property taxes. Due to the increase in the number of
appeals, the administration is requesting authorization to allow
the Director flexibility to directly settle appeals with the tax payer
(Bill 71), subject to the approval of the Board of Review. Bill 72
provides for lodging a notice of appeal with the Board of Review
by electronic transmission; (2) allows for payment of the costs to
be deposited by the taxpayer on appeal to the board of review via
electronic transmission; (3) clarifies that the costs to be deposited
by the taxpayer on appeal to the board of review are required to
perfect an appeal; (4) specifies the methods, permitted and not
permitted, for lodging an appeal; and (5) clarifies the time for
lodging an appeal by personal delivery. Finally, Bill 73 provides for
electronic notification of real property tax assessments. One of

the goals of these bills is to reduce costs associated with postage
and the mailing of the appeal forms and tax assessments, and
is intended to tie into the online filing of documents, including
the assessment notice and exemption claims via the internet.
The package is another effort by the administration to improve
government efficiency, effectiveness and productivity.

Community Input Sought in Development
Around Rail Stations

On September 25, Mayor Mufi Hannemann hosted the first
community workshop to seek input on development around the rail
stations in Waipahu. The Department of Planning and Permitting
(DPP) is initiating a series of Transit Oriented Development (TOD)
plans for all station areas planned along Honolulu’s fixed guideway
system. TOD is the exciting, new, fast growing trend in creating
vibrant, livable communities. Also known as Transit Oriented
Design, it is the creation of compact, walkable communities
centered around high quality train systems, such as Honolulu’s
fixed rail, which makes it possible to live a higher quality life
without complete dependence on a car for mobility and survival.
TOD is also considered by many to be a major solution to the
serious and growing problems of peak oil and global warming
because it reduces the need for driving and the burning of fossil
fuels.

With the consulting firm of Van Meter Williams Pollack, DPP
is currently looking at two Waipahu stations along Farrington
Highway. The workshop included an introduction of the project,
an overview of the planning process, the relevance of previous
planning initiatives, and the characteristics of TOD. Workshop
participants broke outinto groups to discuss neighborhood issues,
opportunities, and constraints, and what TOD ideas they have for
station areas. The community’s desires, as defined through the
planning process, will result in enabling revisions to development
standards for the areas around the Waipahu stations. Earl
Shiroma, a member of HBR’s City Affairs Committee, attended to
ensure representation by the REALTOR® profession. Since much of
the discussion centers around housing inventory, REALTORS® are
encouraged to attend and participate in the visioning initiative.
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