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Kobayashi Leads Council in Experience
Ann H. Kobayashi, Honolulu City Council, District 5

A continual advocate for the less fortu-
nate, Councilmember Ann Kobayashi 
has dedicated a lifetime in support of  
programs to assist the elderly, youth 
and abused. Her commitment to her 
constituency and the community at 
large is evidenced by her dedication 
to public service both as a State Sena-
tor and a Councilmember, and by her 
work with many nonprofit organizations. 

Initially elected to the Hawaii State Senate in 1980, Coun-
cilmember Kobayashi served for 14 years in several capacities 
from Vice President of  the Senate to chairs of  the powerful 
Ways and Means and Executive Appointments Committees. 

In 2002 Councilmember Kobayashi was elected to the 
Honolulu City Council representing District 5 which includes 
Manoa, McCully-Moiliili, Palolo, Kapahulu, and parts of  Maki-
ki, Ala Moana and Kaimuki. She was re-elected to a four-year 
term in 2004 and is currently serving as chair of  the Executive 
Matters Committee. 

As a Councilmember, she introduced and worked on key legis-
lation which was beneficial to many in the community including 
providing a low income tax credit on real property and providing 
tax relief  for farmers faced with insurmountable tax bills. 

Currently her concerns have expanded to the cost of  a pro-
posed mass transit rail system and the protection of  our natu-
ral environment. Although not opposed to mass transit, she 
has been and continues to be an opponent of  a rail system 
which would cost our residents upwards of  $5 billion. She 
favors a rubber tire fixed guideway, which would cost half  the 
amount of  a rail system and provide more flexibility for all 
Oahu’s residents.

She also recently co-introduced several environmental bills, 
those of  which include legislation to promote recycling bins 
at city parks and facilities, the use of  hybrid vehicles to re-
duce carbon emissions, energy efficient street lighting, and to 

reduce the amount of  water consumption and use of  plastic 
bags. 

Councilmember Kobayashi is very much aware of  the chal-
lenges facing our residents in the coming years especially how 
it will affect those less fortunate, our elderly on fixed incomes 
and the children of  our city. She continues her work for the 
community and maintains a vigilant watch on the tax payers’ 
dollars.

Continues on back.

Upcoming Council and Committee Meetings

Wednesday, March 19
10:00 a.m. City Council – Morning Session

2:00 p.m. City Council – Afternoon Session

Tuesday, April 1
9:00 a.m. Committee on Zoning

Chair: Rod Tam

1:00 p.m.  Committee on Planning and Sustainability
Chair: Gary Okino

Wednesday, April 2
9:00 a.m. Committee on Budget

Chair: Todd Apo

1:00 p.m. Committee on Executive Matters
Chair: Ann Kobayashi

3:00 p.m. Committee on Affordable Housing and 
Economic Development
Chair: Romy Cachola

Thursday, April 3
9:30 a.m. Committee on Transportation and Public Works

Chair: Nestor Garcia

1:00 p.m. Committee on Intergovernmental Affairs
Chair: Charles Djou 

2:30 p.m. Committee on Public Health, Safety and Welfare
Chair: Donovan Dela Cruz



City Budget Season Gearing Up

The Mayor has submitted his 2009 Fiscal Year Budget to 
City Council which includes a $1.8 billion operating budget 
(a 5.5 percent increase) and an $831.5 million capital 
budget. According to the Mayor, the operating budget is 
being impacted by non-controllable costs such as debt 
service, arbitrated pay raises, retirement system, and health 
insurance contributions which impact the City’s ability to 
meet new mandates and public demands, let alone maintain 
current service levels of  City programs. The cost of  improving 
and maintaining Oahu’s sewer infrastructure, road repairs, 
solid waste disposal and recycling, parks maintenance and 
repairs, and traffic congestion and safety continues to rise, 
while real property valuations have begun to flatten and, in 
some neighborhoods, decline. 

Despite the significant increases in costs, the administration 
is not proposing any changes to the current real property tax 
rates. Although property sales are slowing, the high cost of  
living in Honolulu continues to affect residents. To provide 
a measure of  tax relief, the administration is proposing to 
continue a $100 tax credit for qualifying homeowners.

Mayor Announces Plan to Preserve Affordable 
Housing

Mayor Mufi Hannemann announced that the City has signed 
a preliminary agreement that will allow it to purchase the 
land under its Kulana Nani affordable housing complex in 
Kaneohe, an important step toward the City’s goal of  leasing 
or selling the land and housing to a private partner so it will 
be maintained and kept affordable.

The Kamehameha Schools trust currently owns the 4.26-
acre parcel, while the City owns the housing constructed 
there. The complex consists of  160 apartments with two, 
three or four bedrooms with rents ranging from $536 to $714 
per month. Once the City owns the property, the package of  
land and housing can be transitioned to a private housing 
operator, such as a nonprofit group, under restrictions that 
will protect the residents from drastic rent increases while 
ensuring the apartments are not converted to privately 
owned condominiums.

Kulana Nani is one of  12 housing properties owned by 
the City, which include a total of  1,257 rental apartments. 
With a shortage of  affordable rental housing on Oahu, HBR 
supports the privatization of  the City’s affordable housing 
projects, as well as a commitment by private owners to 
keep the units affordable. The City loses approximately $3.5 
million each year operating the properties, and has long 
been moving toward leasing or selling them to responsible 
private owners who would keep the inventory in affordable 
rental based on Housing and Urban Development standards 
of  median income. Owners could increase rents annual but 
in a limited fashion.

Fixed Guideway Expert Panel Selects 
Technology

A panel of  experts has selected 
steel wheel on steel rail as 
the vehicle technology for 
Oahu’s fixed guideway transit 
system. Four out of  five panel 
members selected the steel 
wheel on steel rail technology, 
with panel member Panos 
Prevedouros recommending 
managed lanes as his 
selection. The managed lanes 
technology was not consistent 
with the policy established by 
the Honolulu City Council when council members selected 
the fixed guideway system as Honolulu’s locally preferred 
transportation alternative.

The four technology options under consideration were 
1) steel wheel on steel rail, 2) rubber tire on concrete, 3) 
monorail, and 4) magnetic levitation. Some reasons cited for 
selection included maturity of  the technology, availability of  
the technology and wide usage, high reliability and operational 
safety, potential for vehicle and system interchangeability, 
and high speed capability.

The Panel evaluated the four options after receiving 12 
responses to the City’s Request for Information (RFI) about 
technologies that potential bidders could provide. The City 
will conduct a competitive procurement process as a Final 
Environmental Impact Statement is completed next year. 
Background information on the panel members is available at 
www.honolulutransit.org. The panel’s final report and other 
background information related to the Panel and the overall 
project can also be found on the project website.
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