
TRANSIT:

“Development of  the fixed guideway transit system linking Ka-
polei with downtown Honolulu is a key element not only to im-
proving islandwide transportation, but also in reshaping Oahu’s 
urban landscape. Coupled with transit-oriented development, 
the transit project will help focus new development and prevent 
further urban sprawl.”

SOLID WASTE:

“Reducing the volume of  trash that the city must dispose of  
is a top priority of  mine. An improved and expanded recycling 
program, coupled with new waste-to-energy facilities and off-
island shipment of  waste will significantly reduce the need for 
a landfill on Oahu.”
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Okino’s Planning Background Adds Insight to 
Council
Gary H. Okino, Honolulu City Council, District 8 

As an Urban Planner with over thirty 
years of  experience with the City’s plan-
ning department, Gary Okino brings to 
the City Council practical experience 
and a wealth of  knowledge on a broad 
cross-section of  city matters. Coupled 
with an active and lifelong participa-
tion in community and non-profit or-
ganizations in the Aiea and Pearl City 
area, Councilmember Okino has found a niche that allows him 
to serve not only the citizens of  his community, but all Oahu 
residents. Okino has often stated, “ I truly love this job!”

Councilmember Okino was initially elected to the Honolulu City 
Council in the special election of  September 2000, and sub-
sequently re-elected to full four-year terms in September 2002 
and September 2006.

Prior to his election, Okino was employed by the City’s Planning 
Department, a position he held for 33 years prior to retirement 
in July 2000. While with the department, he worked directly 
with the City Council and affected communities on most ma-
jor land use, planning, transportation and infrastructure issues. 
Okino was a strong advocate for community-based planning, 
and worked to establish processes that encouraged community 
participation.

During his tenure on the Council, Okino has served as Council 
Chair and as Floor Leader. He has chaired several different Coun-
cil committees, and is currently the Chair of  the Planning and 
Sustainability Committee. This is an ideal leadership position 
for Okino, who notes, “As a lifelong resident of  Honolulu, I have 
seen a tremendous change in Oahu’s landscape over the past 
50 years -- some for the better, and unfortunately some for the 
worse. In my capacity as Councilmember, it is now my oppor-
tunity to help shape the direction of  growth that will determine 
Honolulu’s landscape and quality of  life 50 years from now.” Continues on back.

Upcoming Council and Committee Meetings

Wednesday, May 7
10:00 a.m. City Council – Morning Session
2:00 p.m. City Council – Afternoon Session

Tuesday, May 13
9:00 a.m. Committee on Zoning

  Chair: Rod Tam
1:00 p.m.  Committee on Planning and Sustainability

  Chair: Gary Okino

Wednesday, May 14
9:00 a.m. Committee on Budget

  Chair: Todd Apo
1:00 p.m. Committee on Executive Matters

  Chair: Ann Kobayashi
3:00 p.m. Committee on Affordable Housing and 

Economic Development
  Chair: Romy Cachola

Thursday, May 15
9:30 a.m. Committee on Transportation and Public Works

  Chair: Nestor Garcia
1:00 p.m. Committee on Intergovernmental Affairs

  Chair: Charles Djou 
2:30 p.m. Committee on Public Health, Safety and Welfare

  Chair: Donovan Dela Cruz



INFRASTRUCTURE:

“The city is currently pursuing a multi-million dollar program 
to repair our existing sewage infrastructure. Unfortunately, 
we are also facing a potential decision by the EPA that would 
require the billion-dollar upgrading of  the Sand Island and 
Honouliuli treatment plants from primary to secondary treat-
ment. Hawaii’s scientific community has concluded that such 
an upgrade is unnecessary, and I concur.”

City Affairs Hosts Grassroots Mobilization 
Orientation

With the help of  the Political Involvement subcommittee, the 
City Affairs Committee hosted its first annual Grassroots Mo-
bilization Luncheon on Tuesday, April 22, from 11:30 to 1 
p.m. at the Honolulu Club. The purpose of  the event was 
to encourage political involvement by REALTORS® and build 
Grassroots Mobilization Teams (GMT) in each of  Oahu’s nine 
council districts. The goal of  the GMT is to build relationships 
with City Council members and advocate on issues important 
to the real estate industry, as well as their community. GMT 
members will meet regularly to discuss opportunities to be 
involved at the grassroots level, such as attending neighbor-
hood board or community association meetings, participat-
ing in “talk story” events hosted by council members, or vol-
unteering for clean up or other events that enable members 
to have a visible and unified presence in their community and 
with their council member. If  you are interested in joining a 
grassroots mobilization team in your district, please contact 
Nelson Higa at 792-7832.

Transit Technology Continues to Challenge 
City Council

The Honolulu City Council continues to be deadlocked in 
the selection of  the technology for Honolulu fixed guideway 
system. According to Council members Ann Kobayashi and 
Donovan Dela Cruz, they stated in a letter to acting Chair 
Todd Apo that they “believe that there are other technologies 
available for the mass transit system,” but that the delay in 
the decision making was “out of  respect for Council Chair 
Barbara Marshall” who was unable to attend the hearing. 
The council members asked that the vote on technology be 
deferred so that she could provide her input and represent 
her constituency.

Dela Cruz and Kobayashi also believe that the administration 
has not fully evaluated all technologies available for the lo-
cally preferred alternative. Despite the challenges, it’s clear 
that the public, as well as the City Council members, under-
stand the importance of  working together “to do what is in 
the best interests of  the taxpayer.”

Bill 92 Passes

Tax payers who challenge their property tax bills – and win – will 
be refunded the charges they paid to the Board of  Appeals. Bill 
92 (2007) was passed by City Council and provides for the re-
turn of  costs deposited by a taxpayer on appeal to the board of  
review if  the appeal is sustained as to any amount of  the valua-
tion in dispute. The two most common situations for an appeal 
being sustained are for valuation disputes and the disallowance 
of  exemptions. The administration agreed that in all fairness, 
taxpayers whose appeals are sustained should have their costs 
of  deposit returned.

Current News from the Mayor’s Office

The public can tune in to Mayor Mufi 
Hannemann and his cabinet to learn 
more about what’s happening on the is-
land. Call in to the following radio shows 
to pose your question to the Mayor or 
his cabinet, or watch Olelo television for 
current information:

RADIO:

May 6, 13 – 8:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.
Mayor’s Cabinet, KZOO 1210 AM. Call 593-8670.

May 14, 28 – 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Mike Buck Show, KHVH 830 AM. Call 521-8383.

May 14 – 7:30 a.m.May 14 – 7:30 a.m.May 14
KAIM 95.5 FM and KGMZ 107.9 FM. Call 533-0065.

TELEVISION: (OLELO, OCEANIC CABLEVISION CHANNEL 54)

May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 – 7:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Mayor Mufi Hannemann’s Report

May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 – 7:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
City News from the Hannemann Administration
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