
management, handling of  waste, recreational space, traffic—
before growth occurs. He says, “The City land use plan must 
encourage the kind of  mix of  commercial, retail, service, 
open space, housing, and public transportation that create a 
thriving and safe place to live in. 

City Council Announces Committee 
Assignments 
Council Chair Todd Apo announced the new Council Committee 
assignments which will begin with January’s committee 
meetings. The number of  committees were reduced from 
eight to six to provide greater efficiencies and productivity to 
the Council’s committee and allow the Council to best handle 
issues and legislation. Major changes in chairmanships 
include:

Duke Bainum Returns to City Council
Despite the controversy around his 
election, Duke Bainum has a history 
of  public service, as well as the 
knowledge and skills to represent his 
district after serving as Neighborhood 
Board Chair, State Representative and 
City Councilmember. Bainum has 
made Hawaii home since 1980 when 
he came for his surgical residency. 
Although he intended to be a practicing physician for the rest 
of  his life, in 1984, he heard about the need for a volunteer 
doctor in Nepal, and answered the call. His experience there 
changed the course of  his life forever. He was the only doctor 
at a 36-bed hospital in Himalayan Nepal for four months and 
sometimes was forced to operate by flashlight. After returning 
to Hawaii, he soon became involved in local politics and joined 
the staff  of  Senator Bertrand Kobayashi. 

Councilmember Bainum returns to City Council with a strong 
business background which comes from playing an active role 
in his family’s business in Arkansas. In 1999, he expanded 
his formal education beyond medicine, graduating from the 
Western Regional Banking School. Thereafter, he served as 
Chairman of  Diamond State Bank in Arkansas from 1999 
to 2004. Early in his medical career, Duke even designed, 
constructed, and managed two health clinics.

Bainum is clear on the issues important to REALTORS®. On 
rail, he says, “I have always supported mass transit. I think 
rail transit is a viable option if  the system/technology selected 
makes sense economically, aesthetically and environmentally. 
If  we go with rail transit, we should be looking at newer, more 
environmentally pleasing, less expensive technologies like 
mag-lev.” On land use and infrastructure, Bainum believes 
that we need to do a better job of  managing the relationship 
between land use, transportation, how communities relate to 
each other, and how all these factors influence the quality of  
our lives. This includes paying attention to how our growth 
areas are organized and how the spirit and environment of  
each community develops. Also, making sure that government 
pays attention to the necessary infrastructure—roads, traffic Continues on back.

Upcoming Council and Committee Meetings

Tuesday, January 13
9:00 a.m.	 Committee on Zoning
	 Chair: Rod Tam
1:00 p.m. 	 Committee on Public Infrastructure 

Chair: Duke Bainum

Wednesday, January 14
9:00 a.m.	 Committee on Budget
	 Chair: Nestor Garcia
1:00 p.m.	 Committee on Executive Matters & Legal Affairs
	 Chair: Charles Djou 

Thursday, January 15
9:00 a.m.	 Committee on Transportation & Planning
	 Chair: Gary Okino
1:00 p.m.	 Committee on Public Safety & Service
	 Chair: Donovan Dela Cruz

Wednesday, January 28
10:00 a.m.	 City Council – Morning Session
2:00 p.m.	 City Council – Afternoon Session

Other Special Events in January
Wednesday, January 21
9:00 a.m.	 Opening Day of  the State Legislature
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•	 Councilmember Nestor Garcia chairing the Budget 
Committee

•	 Councilmember Gary Okino chairing the Transportation 
and Planning Committee

•	 Councilmember Charles Djou chairing the Executive Matters 
and Legal Affairs Committee

•	 Newly-elected Councilmember Duke Bainum chairing the 
Public Infrastructure Committee which will primarily handle 
waste water, solid waste, and many of  the matters handles 
by the City’s Department of  Facility Maintenance.

In recognition of  the importance of  the island’s transportation 
systems, including the rail mass transit project, the Council 
combined the Transportation and Planning jurisdictions. 
Matters before the eliminated committees, Intergovernmental 
Affairs and Affordable Housing will be reassigned to the other 
committees as appropriate.

Mass Transit Legislation Moves
At the November Full Council Meeting, Bill 64 (2008) and 
Resolution 08-261, both relating to transit, passed First 
Reading. These pieces of  legislation would amend the fixed 
guideway’s minimum operable segment (MOS) to serve Pearl 
Harbor and the Honolulu International Airport, allowing 
a spur to serve Salt Lake Boulevard. At the November 20 
Transportation and Public Works Committee Meeting, 
Committee Chair Garcia deferred action on Bill 64 and 
Resolution 08-261 to allow more time for the public to submit 
testimony for the next meeting. The Transportation and Public 
Works Committee is scheduled to meet on January 15. View 
Bill 64 and Resolution 08-261 on the web: 

Bill 64 (2008) — http://www4.honolulu.gov/docushare/
dsweb/Get/Document-82304/3prtb-8k.pdf

Resolution 08-261 — http://www4.honolulu.gov/docushare/
dsweb/Get/Document-82603/3qd16_sg.pdf

2009 Honolulu Property Assessments 
Completed 
More than 283,000 Oahu property owners received their 
2009 real property assessment notices in December 
including about 5,000 assessment notices sent by email 
under a new City online program. Excluding new inventory 
and construction, the Residential classification showed an 
overall decline in valuation of  3.3 percent. The residential 
classification includes single-family homes, condominiums 
and apartments. The total gross assessed valuation for all 
real property on Oahu increased slightly from $190.7 billion 
to $191.1 billion or 0.2 percent. The addition of  new inventory 
and construction and improvements to existing properties 
helped to offset the decrease in residential property values. 
Hotel and Resort property values decreased by 0.1 percent. 
Commercial and Industrial properties rose in value by 4.3 
percent and 9.3 percent, respectively. Percentage changes 
represent broad totals and the actual change in the assessed 
value of  a particular property could be more or less than the 
island wide figures. 

Due to the recent heavy rain and severe flash flooding, Mayor 
Mufi Hannemann issued a declaration of  emergency for the 
City and County of  Honolulu. Owners whose properties were 
damaged by the recent flooding are eligible to apply for a 
remission of  their property taxes relative to the percentage 
of  the real property damage sustained by the property. For 
more information, call 768-3799. The application form is also 
available online at https://www.realpropertyhonolulu.com.

Mayor Hannemann Appoints Caldwell 
Managing Director 
Mayor Mufi Hannemann named Kirk Caldwell as Managing 
Director for the City & County of  Honolulu. Caldwell is the 
former Majority Leader in the State House of  Representatives 
and is extremely knowledgeable about REALTOR® issues.

According to the Mayor, “Kirk was an outstanding legislator 
who made a difference. He has a passion for public service, 
and was instrumental in helping to lead the charge with me for 
the passage last month of  the rail transit charter amendment. 
I can think of  no one better to be our City’s next Managing 
Director.”

Caldwell succeeds Wayne Hashiro in the Managing Director’s 
post. Hashiro was unanimously approved as the Manager and 
Chief  Engineer for the Honolulu Board of  Water Supply. HBR 
looks forward to working with the Caldwell as well as the rest 
of  the administration. 
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