
The bill had broad community and business support 
including GEICO, the Hawaii Transportation Association, and 
AAA Hawaii. A recent KHON television poll was also shared 
with council members demonstrating strong public support 
for the ban. In the unscientific poll, when asked “should 
text messaging while driving be banned,” 90 percent of  
respondents said “yes.” The City Council transmitted the bill 
to Mayor Hannemann. He has until February 12 to sign the 
bill or allow it to become law without his signature. 

Bainum Supports State Bill to Open Election 
Process
Council member Duke Bainum announced that he has 
proposed a bill asking the state legislature to clarify and 
open up the election process. Bainum’s proposed legislation 
would provide an automatic extension of  five calendar days 
from the filing deadline in the event an uncontested election 
is created in the 72 hours prior to the current election filing 
deadline. Although the legislation will not solve the problem 
of  flawed paperwork filed by a candidate or the choice of  a 
candidate to withdraw from a race, it will provide members 

Resolution to Allow Counties to Ban Fireworks 
Passes
Currently, the state retains regulation of  the importation, sale 
and use of  fireworks and explicitly prohibits aerial fireworks 
and explosive devices, except for limited commercial use and 
public display. State statute expressly preempts the counties 
from enacting any ordinance that is inconsistent with or more 
restrictive than state regulations. The use of  fireworks has 
continued to escalate each year, and this past year, fireworks 
are blamed for injuries and property damage. Many residents, 
as well as police and fire personnel, report an increase in the 
use of  illegal aerials. Because of  the density of  population 
and housing on Oahu, lawmakers believe more stringent 
regulation of  fireworks is required. In the past 13 years, the 
county council has urged the state legislature on six different 
occasions to authorize the counties to adopt more stringent 
regulation of  fireworks - without success. 

Once again, the Honolulu City Council has passed Resolution 
2, urging the State Legislature to amend the State Fireworks 
Control Law to authorize the counties to adopt more stringent 
regulation of  fireworks. Representatives of  the Honolulu Fire 
Department and the Honolulu Police Department testified 
in support of  the Resolution. Some council members noted 
the difficulty of  enforcing existing fireworks regulations 
and expressed concerns about enforcement of  additional 
regulations. However, the committee chair noted that 
fireworks regulation is a matter of  “home rule” because 
police, fire and emergency resources are used to respond to 
calls due to fireworks. 

Bill 67 – Text Messaging Bill 
Council Member Charles Djou sees the passage of  Bill 
67 (2008) as a first step to sending a clear message to 
drivers that text messaging and video game playing is 
prohibited while operating a motor vehicle. Djou states 
that many municipalities have enacted similar legislation 
and enforcement is not as significant a problem as stated 
throughout the hearing process. Djou also believes that 
a complete ban on cell phone use while driving would be 
necessity, but the first step is to ban text messaging then 
work on broader legislation at a later date. Continues on back.

Upcoming Council and Committee Meetings

Tuesday, February 10
9:00 a.m.	 Committee on Zoning
	 Chair: Rod Tam
1:00 p.m. 	 Committee on Public Infrastructure 

Chair: Duke Bainum

Wednesday, February 11
9:00 a.m.	 Committee on Budget
	 Chair: Nestor Garcia
1:00 p.m.	 Committee on Executive Matters & Legal Affairs
	 Chair: Charles Djou 

Thursday, February 12
9:00 a.m.	 Committee on Transportation & Planning
	 Chair: Gary Okino
1:00 p.m.	 Committee on Public Safety & Service
	 Chair: Donovan Dela Cruz

Wednesday, February 25
10:00 a.m.	 City Council – Morning Session
2:00 p.m.	 City Council – Afternoon Session
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of  the general public additional time to consider filing for an 
uncontested office. Bainum says that in the last election, he 
fully expected a “spirited race for City Council District 5.” 
He did not expect one of  the candidates to drop out, and he 
did not expect to lose another one due to a technical filing 
error. The bill would allow for more time to engage qualified 
candidate for elected office.

Candidates Needed for Neighborhood Boards 
REALTORS® can play an important role in their own community 
by being elected to one of  32 Neighborhood Boards (NB) 
across Oahu. These elected community boards hold monthly 
meetings and advise all levels of  government. They are charged 
with increasing the civic participation in the decisions of  
government. Board members are not compensated for their 
service and their terms run for two years. People interested 
in becoming a candidate for their neighborhood board should 
file the candidate application form with the Neighborhood 
Commission Office (NCO). Forms can be downloaded at www.
co.honolulu.hi.us/nco (click on “2009 Candidate Application 
Form) and must be postmarked by February 20, 2009.

Voting for neighborhood board candidates is open to all Oahu 
residents if  they voted in the 2008 Hawaii State election. 
Residents that didn’t vote, are not U.S. citizens, or who are 
military personal registered to vote in another State may also 
vote in the NB election by filing a NB Voter registration form 
with the NCO. This year, the voting will all be conducted online. 
In April, voters will receive a mailer that will have instructions 
as well as a unique ID number. Voters will also need the last 
four digits of  their Social Security Number to access their ballot 
from any web enabled computer. The ID numbers will be mailed 
out no later than April 24, and voting ends on May 22. The new 
board members will start their two year terms on July 1.
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2008–2009 City Affairs Committee

Committee Purpose: To advocate on issues important to the Honolulu 
Board of REALTORS®, influence legislative and regulatory policies to protect 
private property rights and which impact the real estate industry on Oahu.

WANT TO VOLUNTEER?
Help us capitalize on our grassroots strength by joining the City Affairs “Get Active Hui.” Together we’ll advocate on issues 
that help the industry and stop those that would hurt your business, or the consumers you serve. You’ll receive breaking 
news on emerging issues, stay up-to-date on legislation that impacts the real estate industry, read about the important 
local issues being debated at Honolulu Hale, and take action by contacting council members and other elected officials.

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Home address __________________________________________________________________________________________

City/Zip __________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone (H) _____________________________  (C) _____________________________  (W) ___________________________

Email ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

q  I’m also interested in becoming a member of the City Affairs Committee. Please call me.

FAX FORM TO 732-8732 ATTN: NELSON HIGA, MAHALO!
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