
Bill 11 would provide a real property tax exemption for 
new and accelerated construction on Oahu to address the 
anticipated slowdown in construction. Impetus for the bill 
is based on a September 2008 Annual Hawaii Construction 
Forecast by the University of  Hawaii Economic Research 
Organization (“UHERO”). The report forecasts that residential 
building permits will drop 20 percent in 2008 and another 
six percent in 2009; non-residential construction will drop 
by 24 percent from its peak in 2006, and construction jobs 
will drop 2.9 percent in 2009 and further drop 2.4 percent 
in 2010. 

Bill 4 Restricts Cell Phone Use While Driving
The City Council has responded to the Mayor’s veto of  Bill 
67 that would have restricted text messaging while driving 
by introducing a bill to instead prohibit the use of  hand-held 
mobile electronic devices such as cell phones by drivers. 
According to the Mayor, the bill, while addressing “distracted 
driving,” has raised concerns by the Office of  the Prosecuting 

Windward District Special Election to be Held
The Honolulu City Council passed Resolution 9-61 calling for 
a Special Election for Council District III, the seat vacated 
when Councilmember Barbara Marshall lost her battle with 
cancer and passed away on Sunday, February 22, 2009. 
The election will be conducted entirely as a Vote-By-Mail 
election. Only voters in council district III (Waimanalo, 
Kailua, KMCAS, and parts of  Kaneohe) are eligible to vote 
in this election.

Ballots will be mailed approximately 20 days prior to the 
election. Voted ballots must be received by the City Clerk no 
later than 6:00 p.m., April 23, 2009 in the return envelopes 
provided. Submission of  an “Absentee ballot” application 
form to receive a ballot packet is not required unless the 
registered voter transfers into the district after the voter 
registration deadline or if  the voter is unable to receive mail 
at the address listed in the general county registry.

Any voter requiring the use of  an accessible voting machine 
may do so at Honolulu Hale and at one other location (to be 
determined) between April 6–21, 2009 excluding Sundays 
and holidays between the hours of  8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. 
Walk in voting will be open on Saturdays during this period.

Persons interested in running as a candidate in this special 
election must file nomination papers at the Office of  the City 
Clerk at Honolulu Hale, Room 100, by 4:30 p.m., March 9, 
2009. Current candidates include Paul Akau, Wilson Kekoa 
Ho, and Steve Holmes. 

Apo Introduces Property Tax Bills 
Council Chair Todd Apo has introduced three bills relating 
to property taxes. The first bill—Bill 9—would modify the 
requirements for the real property tax credit for low-income 
homeowners amending the amount of  the tax credit from 
the current cap at 4 percent of  the titleholder’s income, or 
amending the current $50,000 income level qualification 
for the tax credit. Bill 10 would provide a one-time real 
property tax credit to eligible owners of  real property with 
the amount to be determined by City Council. 

Continues on back.

Upcoming Council and Committee Meetings

Tuesday, March 3
9:00 a.m.	 Committee on Zoning
	 Chair: Rod Tam
1:00 p.m. 	 Committee on Public Infrastructure 

Chair: Duke Bainum

Wednesday, March 4
9:00 a.m.	 Committee on Budget
	 Chair: Nestor Garcia
1:00 p.m.	 Committee on Executive Matters & Legal Affairs
	 Chair: Charles Djou 

Thursday, March 5
9:00 a.m.	 Committee on Transportation & Planning
	 Chair: Gary Okino
1:00 p.m.	 Committee on Public Safety & Service
	 Chair: Donovan Dela Cruz

Wednesday, March 18
10:00 a.m.	 City Council – Morning Session
2:00 p.m.	 City Council – Afternoon Session
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KEEPING HONOLULU REALTORS® INFORMED & INVOLVED IN HBR’S PUBLIC POLICY AGENDA



Attorney and the Honolulu Police Department, who testified 
that Bill 67 would be almost impossible to enforce. Because 
of  the many types of  electronic devices currently available, 
a police officer will be unable to distinguish or differentiate 
whether the operator of  the vehicle is: texting, playing a 
video game, placing a phone call, downloading information, 
reviewing information on a PDA, checking calendar events, 
emailing, inputting information, watching a video or video 
clip, watching television, or any of  the numerous tasks 
capable by mobile electronic devices. There are cellular 
phones that are capable of  all and more of  the previously 
mentioned functions. A police officer operating a motor 
vehicle will only have a second or two to determine if  the 
driver is committing a violation by text messaging or playing 
a video game. The police contend that a total prohibition 
such as Bill 4 would be more enforceable and acceptable 
than Bill 67 (2008).

Djou Introduces Bill to Realign Transit Route 
Councilmember Charles Djou has introduced a Bill 8 to 
realign the transit route due to a letter received from a U.S. 
District Court Judge raising security concerns stemming 
from the city’s planned transit route along Halekauwila 
Street, immediately adjacent to the Federal Court Building. 
Citing previous attacks in Oklahoma and Madrid, Spain, the 
letter noted that federal buildings have been prime targets 
of  terrorists, and urged the council to reroute the fixed 
guideway alignment to avoid Halekauwila Street. Djou’s bill 
proposes to change a portion of  the rail alignment scheduled 
for completion in Phase 5 of  the construction plan—from 
Halekauwila Street to Queen Street, Kapiolani, and then on 
to the University of  Hawaii at Manoa and Waikiki branch.

NAR Survey Reconfirms Support for Public 
Transportation Projects 
An overwhelming majority of  Americans believe restoring 
existing roads and bridges and expanding transportation 
options should take precedence over building new roads, 
according to a survey sponsored by the National Association 
of  REALTORS® and Transportation for America.

The 2009 Growth and Transportation Survey describes 
what Americans think about how their communities are 
handling development and how the transportation needs of  
communities can best be met. 

To accommodate future U.S. population growth, which is 
expected to increase by 100 million by 2050, Americans 
favor improving intercity rail and transit, walking and biking 
over building new highways. When asked what the federal 
government’s top priority should be for 2009 transportation 
funding, half  of  all respondents recommended maintaining 
and repairing roads and bridges, while nearly one third 
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said “expanding and improving bus, rail, and other public 
transportation.” Only 16 percent said “expanding and 
improving roads, highways, freeways and bridges.”

When asked about approaches to addressing traffic, 47 
percent preferred improving public transportation, 25 
percent chose building communities that encourage people 
not to drive, and 20 percent preferred building new roads. 
Fifty-six percent of  those surveyed believe the federal 
government is not devoting enough attention to trains and 
light rail systems, and three out of  four favor improving 
intercity rail and transit.

The 2009 Growth and Transportation Survey was conducted 
by Hart Research Associates, January 5–7. Hart Research 
Associates telephoned 1,005 adults living in the U.S. The 
study has a margin of  error of  plus or minus 3.1 percentage 
points. To view the survey, go to http://www.realtor.org/
smart_growth.nsf/docfiles/SGPoll.pdf/$FILE/SGPoll.pdf.
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