
The Airport Alternative will:

•	 carry the most passengers of  any route studied in the Draft 
EIS, with more than 95,000 daily riders by the year 2030. 

•	 deliver greater access to Pearl Harbor Naval Base 
and Honolulu International Airport than the Salt Lake 
Alternative. 

•	 serve the Salt Lake neighborhood with connecting bus 
routes. 

•	 have 5 percent fewer parcel acquisitions for the guideway’s 
right-of-way, when compared to the Salt Lake Alternative. 

Transit Oriented Development (TOD) Bill 
Passes
Bill 10 (2008) which defines the city’s approach to Transit-
Oriented Development around stations for the planned rail 
transit system was unanimously passed by City Council and 
signed by Mayor Hannemann. The ordinance provides another 

Windward District Council Candidates 
Respond to REALTOR® Issues
Candidates for the Windward District Council Race were 
asked key questions about issues important to the real 
estate industry responded to each question. Answers are 
available to REALTORS® online at http://www.hicentral.
com/District3Guide. Members are encouraged to share the 
candidate responses with family, friends and clients, and 
hold elected officials accountable for the positions they take 
on issues important to our industry, as well as the people we 
represent. Questions included:

1.	 TRANSIENT VACATION RENTALS/ 
BEDS-AND-BREAFASTS: 
What policy solutions would you support to find common 
ground on this controversial issue?

2.	 HOUSING AFFORDABILITY  
What do you believe are the greatest challenges to housing 
affordability on Oahu and what proposals would you 
support?

3.	 TRANSIT ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT 
What do you believe are the benefits as well as risks to 
TOD?

4.	 BALANCED BUDGET 
How would you propose balancing the City’s budget in the 
face of the many conflicting obligations and burdens to City 
government, property owners, and Oahu tax payers?

Rail Transit Route Includes Airport Stop 
The City and County of  Honolulu announced that it has 
selected the Airport Alternative as the preferred alternative for 
the environmental impact statement process for Honolulu’s 
proposed rail transit project. Mayor Mufi Hannemann said 
that the decision considers the impacts and benefits of  each 
alternative as described in the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (Draft EIS) input from the public and the guidance 
of  the Honolulu City Council. More than 75 percent of  the 
comments processed to date for the Draft EIS that favored a 
route supported the Airport Alternative. Continues on back.

Upcoming Council and Committee Meetings

Tuesday, April 7
9:00 a.m.	 Committee on Zoning
	 Chair: Rod Tam
1:00 p.m. 	 Committee on Public Infrastructure 

Chair: Duke Bainum

Wednesday, April 8
9:00 a.m.	 Committee on Budget
	 Chair: Nestor Garcia
1:00 p.m.	 Committee on Executive Matters & Legal Affairs
	 Chair: Charles Djou 

Thursday, April 9
9:00 a.m.	 Committee on Transportation & Planning
	 Chair: Gary Okino
1:00 p.m.	 Committee on Public Safety & Service
	 Chair: Donovan Dela Cruz

Wednesday, April 22
10:00 a.m.	 City Council – Morning Session
2:00 p.m.	 City Council – Afternoon Session
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step forward in the island’s commitment to revitalizing 
neighborhoods using rail transit as the catalyst. The City 
Council and administration remain committed to ensuring 
that the community is involved with the TOD planning.

Bill 10 creates a framework for neighborhood TOD plans to 
be adopted later by City Council resolution. The plans will 
focus on creating economically vibrant communities that 
are healthier and more pedestrian-friendly. These plans will 
become the foundation for specific zoning regulations and 
financial incentives. Zoning regulations will address parking 
standards, new density provisions, open space and affordable 
housing. Financial incentives could include public-private 
partnerships, real property tax credits and infrastructure 
financing.

The first neighborhood TOD draft plan focused on the two 
transit stations planned for Waipahu and more recent 
community participation at public meetings regarding TOD 
plans for Kapolei. Recommendations for each station by 
Waipahu stakeholders are quite different and respond to 
unique opportunities and challenges of  the Leoku Station 
and the Mokuola Station. Based on the enthusiasm received 
from the community in Kapolei, the administration expects 
the same kind of  open dialogue in preparing the next sets 
of  neighborhood TOD plans for the three proposed transit 
stations in east Kapolei.

Transit-related bills are also under consideration by the State 
Legislature. Senate Bill 442, SD 2, HD 1 – Relating to transit-
oriented development – was introduced by Sen. Norman 
Sakamoto. The bill creates the county infrastructure revolving 
fund within the State Department of  Budget and Finance to 
provide no-interest loans to the counties for the development, 
predevelopment, or construction of  infrastructure projects 
to expedite the building of  transit-oriented development, 
especially that involving affordable housing. HB 863, HD 1 
is a similar bill.

Budget Committee Tackles Tough Economic 
Times
The Budget Committee continues to review the many 
legislative items regarding the current economic downturn 
and upcoming budget season, in addition to receiving 
briefings by each City department. Resolution 09-75 and 
Resolution 09-57 address the receipt and expenditure of  
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2008–2009 City Affairs Committee

Committee Purpose: To advocate on issues important to the Honolulu 
Board of REALTORS®, influence legislative and regulatory policies to protect 
private property rights and which impact the real estate industry on Oahu.

federal funds awarded to the state as part of  the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of  2009. Resolution 09-39 
– Approves Honolulu’s Fifteenth (15th) Year Action Plan for 
Community Development Block Grant, Home Investment 
Partnerships, Emergency Shelter Grants and Housing 
Opportunities For Persons With Aids Program Funds. Bill’s 9, 
10 and 11 consider Real Property Tax credits and incentives 
for various tax sectors. The Committee is also expected to 
receive an Economic Forecast for the City. Bill can be viewed 
by visiting the Council website at: http://www4.honolulu.
gov/docushare/dsweb/View/Collection-1149.

Continued...


