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KEEPING HONOLULU REALTORS® INFORMED & INVOLVED IN HBR’S PUBLIC POLICY AGENDA

New Leadership for City Affairs Committee

Scott Kamiya, REALTOR® with Coldwell
Banker will serve as Chair of the
Honolulu Board of REALTORS® City
Affairs Committee. Scott has been a
practicing REALTOR® for eleven years
and has achieved his SRES, GRI, CHMS
and CRS designation. As a teenager,
Scott has been interested in real estate
and made his first home purchase at
the age of 18. In addition to his real estate career, Scott is an
entrepreneur, as the investor/owner of Postage Partners Hawaii
Inc, and the creation of Fulfilment Werks. Between his active
business career, Scott makes time to serve on several boards
and community groups. Scott found much enjoyment in helping
to initiate @ mentoring program with the Boys and Girls Club of
Honolulu’s Leadership program and the opportunities it provided
for many young people. Scott has been a member of HAR’s
Government Affairs, HBR’s nominating committee and served
three years on HBR’s City Affairs Committee. He is also one of
founding members of the Hawaii Real Estate Young Professional
Organization, which is recognized by the NAR. Because of his
business, community and real estate involvements, he has taken
an interest in state and local legislative process and issues.
Scott sees the importance of getting involved and advocating on
issues impacting our industry.

V. Elise Lee, REALTOR-Associate®
with Hawaii Realty Associates will
serve as Co-Chair of HBR’s City
Affairs Committee. She has achieved
designation in Certified International
Property Specialist, CLHMS and is a
member of FIABCI. Elise is a member
of HBR since 2003 and has been on
the City Affairs Committee for the past
2 years. Elise grew up on the North Shore and East Oahu, later
moved to Los Angeles to attend Smith College and UCLA. Upon
her return in 2002, Elise took up an interest in real estate and
a particular focus on public policy and legislative impact on the
development of our communities. Elise also serves on a number

Upcoming Council and Committee Meetings

Tuesday, May 12
9:00 a.m. Committee on Zoning
Chair: Rod Tam

1:00 p.m. Committee on Public Infrastructure
Chair: Duke Bainum

Wednesday, May 13

9:00 a.m. Committee on Budget
Chair: Nestor Garcia

1:00 p.m. Committee on Executive Matters & Legal Affairs
Chair: Charles Djou

Thursday, May 14

9:00 a.m. Committee on Transportation & Planning
Chair: Gary Okino

1:00 p.m. Committee on Public Safety & Service
Chair: Donovan Dela Cruz

Monday, May 18 & Tuesday, May 19

Special Budget Hearings

Wednesday, May 27

10:00 a.m. City Council

of charitable community organizations like the Palolo Chinese
Care Home, Muscular Dystrophy Association and Multiple
Sclerosis. She finds joy in supporting the efforts of the Academy
of the Arts to bring arts into the public schools. Elise found
serving on the City Affairs Committee as an opportunity to make
a difference and bring ideas, insights and a voice to government
to the City Council of Honolulu, representing the members of
the Honolulu Board of REALTORS®.

Final Reading Expected on Cell Phone Bill

Bill 4 passed out of the transportation committee and waits
for final reading before the full council in May. The purpose of
the bill is to prohibit, with some exceptions, the use of mobile
electronic devices while operatinga motor vehicle. The committee
discussed the inherent risks and dangers associated with both
cognitive distractions (talking on a phone while driving) and
manual/visual distractions while engaged in driving (reaching
for or dialing a cell phone).

Continues on back.



Two National Highway Traffic Safety Administration publications
provided detailed analysis and findings with respect to the
impact of driver inattention. Of particular relevance was a
finding that drivers who took their eyes off the road for more
than two seconds doubled their risk of a crash or near crash.
Further, drivers engaging in visually and/or manually complex
tasks tripled their risk of a crash compared with drivers who are
fully attentive. While any form of inattention during the primary
task of driving is both risky and dangerous, manual/visual
distractions that involve taking ones eyes off the roadway are
of particular concern. Therefore, Bill 4 focuses on the use of
handheld mobile electronic devices while driving.

While Bill 4 prohibits the use of a mobile electronic device
while operating a motor vehicle, which is defined as holding
a mobile electronic device while operating a motor vehicle, it
does not prohibit the use of devices that operate in a “hands
free” or “voice activated” mode. The City Council believes that
a reasonable and affordable alternative to the common and
ubiquitous hand held cell phone is readily available to those who
require or desire a communication option while driving.

City Faces Budget Challenges

Mayor Mufi Hannemann submitted to the Honolulu City Council
his proposed Fiscal Year 2010 Operating Budget, Bill 15 (2009),
and Capital Budget Bill 16 (2009) for the City & County of
Honolulu. Budget briefings were held for Council to review the
Administration’s proposal.

The Capital Improvement Program (CIP) budget of $1.7 billion
is being proposed, with the increase primarily due to $1.1 billion
allocated towards the Honolulu High Capacity Transit Project. A
number of property tax bills are deferred in committee until
the budget has been determined while other bills calling for
increases in city fees are intended to help balance the budget.
Bills include:

+ Bill 13 Relating to Real Property Tax Credit for Low-Income
Homeowners. Permits more taxpayers to qualify for the
tax credit. This bill amends the definition of “income,” to
language defined by the IRS code. It also excludes any non-
monetary relief or gifts from public or private agencies.

< Bill 19 Relating to Real Property Tax. Establishes a onetime
real property tax credit for eligible homeowners.

e Bill 33 Relating to Real Property Tax. Sets limits on the
amount of certain Real Property Tax Exemptions.

e Bill 20 increases the motor vehicle weight tax.

¢ Bill 21 increases fees for disposal of abandoned vehicles
e Bill 22 amends the fare structure for TheBus.

e Bill 23 increases fees for use of municipal golf courses.
e Bill 24 increases admission fees for the Honolulu Zoo.

¢ Bill 25 increases fees for certain park services. This includes
parking at Honolulu Zoo, rental and custodial services, and
Hanauma Bay admission.

¢ Bill 34 increases parking fees.
¢ Resolution 09-93 amends the Honolulu County fuel tax.

Online Voting Passcodes Mailed for
Neighborhood Board Election

The Neighborhood Commission Office mailed online voting
passcodes to 115,000 voters who are eligible to cast ballots
in contested races for the 2009-2011 Neighborhood Boards.
These passcodes, along with the last four digits of voters’ social
security numbers, will allow them to access and cast their ballots
online. Joan Manke, Executive Secretary of the Neighborhood
Commission Office (NCO), said “In 2007 we included an online
voting pilot project as part of the election. Based on that
success, the City Council requested this election be completely
online.” The mailer will include a list of three locations where the
NCO is placing public computers — Honolulu Hale, Kapolei Hale,
and the Windward City Satellite City Hall. Voters who do not
have Internet access elsewhere can use these computers to cast
ballots. Alternatively, voters will be able to cast secure ballots
via telephone, using their passcodes and last four digits of their
social security number. The voting period is May 6-May 22.
Results of the election will be publicized shortly after the close
of the election. The new board members will assume office on
July 1. Candidate profiles and photos are posted at: http://www.
honolulu.gov/nco/2009canpro.htm. For more information visit
the NCO website at http://www.honolulu.gov/nco.
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Pier Management—Hawaii LLC
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