
candidate responses with family, friends and clients, and 
hold elected officials accountable for the positions they take 
on issues important to our industry, as well as the people we 
represent. Questions include:

1.	 PRIVATE PROPERTY RIGHTS

With the controversy surrounding Oahu’s bed and breakfast 
issue, as well as the City’s power of  condemnation to make 
way for rail transit, how would you propose protecting private 
property rights?

2.	 TRANSIT ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT

How do you propose moving forward on development of  rail 
transit? Do you believe its benefits such as those provided 
through TOD outweigh the costs?

3.	 BALANCED BUDGET

How would you propose balancing the City’s budget in the 
face of  today’s economic crisis? Do you believe the City 
Council and administration acted responsibly?

Council’s Proposed Budget Moves Forward
The City will move forward with the Budget passed by the City 
Council on June 10. The Budget Committee and the entire 
Council worked hard on submitting a balanced budget. Council 
Chair Todd Apo understood the Mayor’s disappointment in 
not obtaining his proposed $3.59 residential rate, but Apo 
believes that the Council’s effort to lower the tax burden on 
all residents by approve a rate 17 cents lower than proposed 
will result in a fair allocation of  the City’s revenue needs. 
Like the Mayor, the City Council would have preferred to 
implement some additional tax credit for homeowners. The 
final budget does not create any additional pressure on next 
year’s budget, and it will not cause any additional shortfall 
for the 2011 budget. Apo expects that the City will face an 
even tighter budget next year. “As we work through this year’s 
operations, both the Council and Mayor will examine how 
we can better operate city government to reduce the overall 
expenditures, while continuing to provide necessary and core 
public safety and city services,” said Apo.

2009 Special Election Council District V
A vote-by-mail special election will be held to fill the vacancy 
on the Honolulu City Council due to the recent passing of  
Councilmember Duke Bainum. Interested candidates filed 
nomination papers from June 15 to June 25, 2009. Fourteen 
candidates including former council member Ann Kobayashi 
and former state Senator Matt Matsunaga will vie for the seat 
with a “winner take all” mandate for this special election. 
The elected candidate will fill the unexpired term which ends 
January 2, 2013. Salary for the position is $52,446 per year; 
the Chairperson receives $58,596 per year.

The election will be conducted entirely as a “Vote by Mail” 
election. All registered voters as of  the voter registration 
deadline will automatically be mailed a packet containing the 
Vote-By-Mail ballot and return envelopes. No polling places 
will be open on August 7, 2009 (end of  election). Ballots 
will be mailed approximately 20 days prior to the election. 
Voted ballots must be received by the City Clerk no later than 
6:00 p.m., August 7, 2009 in the return envelopes provided. 
Election results will be announced on August 7, 2009. 

Submission of  an “Absentee ballot” application form to 
receive a ballot packet is not required unless the registered 
voter transfers into the district after the voter registration 
deadline or if  the voter is unable to receive mail at the 
address listed in the general county registry. 

Any voter that requires a replacement vote by mail ballot or 
requires the use of  an accessible voting machine may do so at 
Honolulu Hale between July 23 and August 5, 2009 excluding 
Sundays between the hours of  8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Walk 
in voting will be open on Saturdays during this period. 

District 5 Council Candidates Respond to 
REALTOR® Issues
Candidates for the District 5 council race were asked 
key questions about issues important to the real estate 
industry and allowed up to 100 words to respond to each 
question. Answers are available to REALTORS® online at 
www.hicentral.com. Members are encouraged to share the 
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CHAIR: 	
Scott Kamiya, R, CRS, GRI, 
SRES
Coldwell Banker Pacific 
Properties

CO-CHAIR: 	
V. Elise Lee, RA 
Hawaii Realty Associates, LLC

MEMBERS:
Arnold Abaigar, RA 
Coldwell Banker Pacific 
Properties

Beverly Amaral, RA 
J. Samuels Signature Homes

Rosalynn Edu, RA 
Prudential Locations LLC

Jennifer Gerald, RA, ABR 
Coldwell Banker Pacific 
Properties

Riley Hakoda, R, ABR, GRI 
Pier Management—Hawaii LLC

Martha T. Kersting, R, GRI
International Realty Service & 
Consultants

Diane Leslie, R, CRS 
Concepts Unlimited GMAC

Cynthia Manabe, RA, ABR, GRI
Realty Laua LLC
Jacqueline Mansard, R, CRS, 
e-PRO, SRES 
Jacqueline Mansard REALTOR®

Karin Moody, R 
Sterman Realty Ltd.
Joseph Paikai, R, GRI
Hawaii Realty Associates LLC
Greg Pentecost, RA, ABR, 
AHWD, e-PRO, GRI 
Coldwell Banker Pacific 
Properties
Randy Prothero, R, ABR, AHWD, 
CRS, e-PRO, GRI 
Century 21 Liberty Homes
Brett Schenk, R, CRS, GRI 
Woodstock Properties, Inc.
Earle Shiroma, R, e-PRO 
West Hawaii REALTORS® LLC
Terrie Lynn Spotkaeff  R, CRB, 
CRS, GRI 
Island REALTORS®, LLC
Mary S. Takasane, R, ABR, 
CRS, GRI
1st Choice Realty, LLC
Sean Tong, RA, e-Pro
Hawaii Realty Associates LLC
Bob Vieira, R, ABR 
Prudential Locations LLC
Edmund Wong, R, CRB, CRS 
First Capital Realty One

HBR DIRECTOR OF 
STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT:
Nelson Higa

HONOLULU BOARD OF REALTORS®

2009 City Affairs Committee

Committee Purpose: To advocate on issues important to the Honolulu 
Board of REALTORS®, influence legislative and regulatory policies to protect 
private property rights and which impact the real estate industry on Oahu.

Upcoming Council and Committee Meetings

Tuesday, June 30
9:00 a.m.	 Committee on Zoning
	 Chair: Rod Tam
1:00 p.m. 	 Committee on Public Infrastructure 

Chair: Duke Bainum

Wednesday, July 1
9:00 a.m.	 Committee on Budget
	 Chair: Nestor Garcia
1:00 p.m.	 Committee on Executive Matters & Legal Affairs
	 Chair: Charles Djou 

Thursday, July 2
9:00 a.m.	 Committee on Transportation & Planning
	 Chair: Gary Okino
1:00 p.m.	 Committee on Public Safety & Service
	 Chair: Donovan Dela Cruz

Wednesday, June 15
10:00 a.m.	 City Council – Morning Session
2:00 p.m.	 City Council – Afternoon Session

WANT TO VOLUNTEER?
Help us capitalize on our grassroots strength by joining the City Affairs “Get Active Hui.” Together we’ll advocate on issues 
that help the industry and stop those that would hurt your business, or the consumers you serve. You’ll receive breaking 
news on emerging issues, stay up-to-date on legislation that impacts the real estate industry, read about the important 
local issues being debated at Honolulu Hale, and take action by contacting council members and other elected officials.

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Home address __________________________________________________________________________________________

City/Zip __________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone (H) _____________________________  (C) _____________________________  (W) ___________________________

Email ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

q  I’m also interested in becoming a member of the City Affairs Committee. Please call me.

FAX FORM TO 732-8732 ATTN: NELSON HIGA, MAHALO!

HONOLULU BOARD OF REALTORS® • 1136 12TH AVE STE 200 • HONOLULU, HI 96816 • T: 732-3000 • F: 732-8732 • WWW.HICENTRAL.COM


