
Clarity Requested on New Homeowner 
Classification
Ordinance 09-32 added a new homeowner class for the purpose 
of  real property assessment and changed the residential class 
of  real property to the non-homeowner class. As proposed by 
the city administration, the homeowner class was a means 
of  reducing tax rates for owner occupants, but one of  the 
qualifications for the homeowner class is that the property 
has a home exemption for each dwelling unit on the parcel. 
In the administration’s implementation of  Ordinance 09-32, 
the requirements for the homeowner class for properties 
improved with two or more homes has caused confusion 
amongst some home owners confusion. The confusion stems 
from the ordinance which says:

“Where two or more individuals jointly, by the entirety, 
or in common own or lease land on which their homes 
are located, each home, if otherwise qualified for the 
exemption granted by this section, shall receive the 
exemption.”

However, residents who live on properties improved with two 
or more homes received real property assessments for the tax 
year beginning July 1, 2010, classifying the entire property 
as “non-homeowner” even though the homes are inhabited as 

Bill 6 Supports Mixed Use Development
Bill 6, introduced by Councilmember Donovan Dela Cruz, 
further refines the current law which allows the dedication 
of  parcels that are used for residential use within areas 
that generally are not for residential use. If  passed, the bill 
would support mixed used development and the alternative 
“live, work, play” model that is a critical element of  transit 
oriented development. The bill would allow the dedication of  
a single-family dwelling located within a hotel, apartment, 
resort, commercial or industrial district as residential use 
provided it is owner occupied. The measure would also allow 
a property and apartment located in a district which is zoned 
high density business or apartment use, or is in the Waikiki 
special district and is zoned for apartment, resort, or resort 
commercial use or is in a transit orient development area, to 
be dedicated in residential use. 

Resolution Proposes Charter Amendment to 
Establish City Office of Housing
Resolution 10-38 proposes that the following charter 
amendment question be placed on the 2010 ballot:

“Shall the Revised City Charter be amended to create 
an office of housing directly under the mayor, to be 
headed by an administrator who shall be appointed by 
the mayor, subject to council confirmation, and who 
may be removed by the mayor?”

According to the resolution, the cost of  home ownership and 
rental of  housing continues to increase in Honolulu, making 
it difficult for people, including seniors, to afford adequate 
housing and leaving many people homeless. The council finds 
that homelessness and the affordable housing crisis continues 
to be two of  Honolulu’s most significant and challenging 
social problems. A major complaint by affordable housing 
advocates is that there is no central office or agency within 
the city for people to turn to for help and that the city should 
do more to address the lack of  affordable housing, including 
establishing more coherent housing policies. Further, all the 
counties in the State of  Hawaii except for Honolulu have a 
housing department or agency that concentrates on housing 
issues or programs. Because Honolulu’s housing crisis 
needs immediate attention, the council believes that it would 
be beneficial to establish a housing office directly under the 
mayor. This centralized body would be tasked with ensuring 
that agencies of  the state and federal governments, private 
organizations, nonprofit groups, community organizations, 
and individuals work in partnership to address issues 
regarding affordable housing, senior housing, special needs 
housing, and homelessness. 
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Upcoming Council and Committee Meetings

Tuesday, March 2
9:00 a.m.	 Committee on Zoning
	 Chair: Rod Tam
1:00 p.m. 	 Committee on Public Infrastructure

Chair: Ann Kobayashi 

Wednesday, March 3
9:00 a.m.	 Committee on Budget
	 Chair: Nestor Garcia
1:00 p.m.	 Committee on Executive Matters & Legal Affairs
	 Chair: Charles Djou 

Thursday, March 4
9:00 a.m.	 Committee on Transportation
	 Chair: Gary Okino
11:00 a.m.	 Committee on Public Safety & Services
	 Chair: Donovan Dela Cruz
1:00 p.m.	 Committee on Planning
	 Chair: Ikaika Anderson

Wednesday, March 17
10:00 a.m.	 City Council – Morning Session
2:00 p.m.	 City Council – Afternoon Session

Continues on back.
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COMMITTEE PURPOSE: To advocate on issues important to the Honolulu 
Board of REALTORS®, influence legislative and regulatory policies to protect 
private property rights and which impact the real estate industry on Oahu.

principal residences and are not rental properties. According to 
Resolution 10-14 introduced by Councilmember Ann Kobayashi, 
these residents did not receive information explaining why their 
properties do not qualify for the homeowner class and they are 
concerned that the council may set a higher real property tax 
rate for the non-homeowner class compared to the rate for the 
homeowner class.

Kobayashi’s resolution asks the Director of  the Department of  
Budget and Fiscal Services to establish a clear and accurate 
procedure to determine whether properties improved with two or 
more homes qualify for the new homeowner property tax class.

Mayor and Council Chair Meet with FTA 
Administrator
Honolulu Mayor Mufi Hannemann and Honolulu City Council 
Chair Todd Apo met with Federal Transportation Authority 
Administrator, Peter Rogoff, at the U.S. Department of  
Transportation in Washington to discuss the progress of  the 
Honolulu Rail Transit Project.

According to Mayor Hannemann, “Our meeting was productive. 
We discussed the status of  the FEIS and we were assured by 
Administrator Rogoff  of  the FTA’s commitment for expeditious 
processing of  our rail transit project.” The Administrator 
stated that he is working quickly and aggressively with the 
Federal Aviation Administration to reach a resolution on the rail 
alignment through the airport, and he expects that to happen 
shortly.

Administrator Rogoff  emphasized that the FEIS is a FTA 
document and it will be released when the FAA issue is resolved. 
He stated that FTA is not requiring the City to revisit or change 
its financial plan and they have included $55 million in the 
Obama administration’s budget for the project for next fiscal 
year. Rogoff  expects to agree to invest a total amount of  $1.55 
billion in Honolulu Rail reiterating FTA’s standard policy to review 
an updated financial plan when the City is ready to apply to 
enter into the Final Design phase of  the project later this year.

Rogoff  also mentioned Governor Linda Lingle’s recent visit to 
Washington, where she proposed a joint financial review of  

Honolulu’s project between the State and FTA. The Administrator 
said he rejected the suggestion because the FTA review must 
be independent and covers a different purpose and time frame. 
Rogoff  also addressed Council Chair Apo’s inquiries regarding 
the timing of  the FEIS review and FTA’s coordination with the 
State process. The FEIS still must be approved by Governor 
Lingle before the project can break ground.

WANT TO VOLUNTEER?
Help us capitalize on our grassroots strength by joining the City Affairs “Get Active Hui.” Together we’ll advocate on issues 
that help the industry and stop those that would hurt your business, or the consumers you serve. You’ll receive breaking 
news on emerging issues, stay up-to-date on legislation that impacts the real estate industry, read about the important 
local issues being debated at Honolulu Hale, and take action by contacting council members and other elected officials.
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EMAIL ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

q  I’m also interested in becoming a member of the City Affairs Committee. Please call me.
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