
Planning: Chair Ann Kobayashi, Vice Chair (District 1 Elect)

Public Works and Sustainability: Chair, Stanley Chang, Vice 
Chair Ann Kobayashi

Safety, Economic Development and Government Affairs: 
Chair Tulsi Gabbard-Tamayo, Vice Chair Stanley Chang

Transportation and Transit Planning: Chair Breene Harimoto, 
Vice Chair Ernest Martin

Zoning: Chair Ikaika Anderson, Vice Chair Romy Cachola

Committee of the Whole: Chair Nestor Garcia, Vice Chair 
Breene Harimoto

Special Election to Fill District 1 Vacancy
A special election will be held for voters of  District I to elect 
a successor to fill a vacancy for the office of  councilmember. 
Election results will be announced on December 29, 2010. The 
election will be conducted entirely as a “Vote by Mail” election. 
No polling places will be open on election day. All registered 
voters as of  the voter registration deadline will automatically 
be mailed a packet containing the Vote-By-Mail ballot and 
return envelopes. Ballots will be mailed approximately 20 
days prior to the election. Voted ballots must be received by 
the City Clerk no later than 6:00 p.m., December 29, 2010 in 
the return envelopes provided.

Submission of  an “Absentee ballot” application form to receive 
a ballot packet is not required unless the registered voter 
transfers into the district after the voter registration deadline 
or if  the voter is unable to receive mail at the address listed in 
the general county registry.

Any voter that requires a replacement vote by mail ballot or 
requires the use of  an accessible voting machine may do so 
at Kapolei Hale or Honolulu Hale between December 13 and 
December 27, 2010 between the hours of  8:00 a.m. and 4:00 
p.m.. Walk in voting will be open on December 25 between 
10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m., but closed on December 17 
(furlough day) and Sundays.

Candidates for the open seat include: Tom Berg, Kioni Dudley, 
Jason Espero, Mel Kahele, Celeste Lacuesta, Chris Lewis, 
Matthew LoPresti, James Manaku, Rose Martinez, John Roco, 
Patty Teruya, Gary Velleses, Victoria Yuen.

City Council Reorganizes
Honolulu City Council announced its recent reorganization 
with new leadership and committee chairs which will take 
effect after the swearing in of  council members on January 
3, 2011. Chair Nestor Garcia received majority support from 
the returning and incoming council members to continue as 
leader of  City Council. 

Garcia is humbled and honored by the privilege and pledges to 
provide “stability so the Council can do its work efficiently” and 
at the same time improve effectiveness and fiscal accountability 
to the people. According to Garcia, “There are so many difficult 
issues in the months ahead that I wanted to give everyone a 
working understanding of  what the new Council structure will be. 
It will also give both returning and incoming council members 
important preparation and planning time.” In order to work 
effectively with Mayor Peter Carlisle and his administration, 
Chair Garcia believes they must hit the ground running.

Councilmember-elect Breene Harimoto will serve as vice chair 
while veteran legislator and councilmember Romy Cachola 
is being tapped for floor leader. Harimoto previously served 
on the staff  of  Councilmember Gary Okino and knows his 
Pearl City and Aiea district very well. Besides benefiting from 
Okino’s considerable experience and knowledge, Harimoto 
was also the former chair of  the Board of  Education, so he 
understands the duties and responsibilities of  leading an 
elected body. Garcia says that he will also ask him to chair 
a very important committee – Transportation and Transit 
Planning. “As we move forward on the rail project, I believe he 
will bring Okino’s 40-plus years of  planning experience with 
him. That will be critical to rail’s success,” said Garcia.

In addition to his duties as floor leader, Cachola will chair the 
Executive Matters and Legal Affairs committees. According to 
Garcia, it is one of  the most demanding committees on the 
Council dealing with legal issues and settlements. Cachola 
brings a wealth of  legal expertise and legislative experience to 
help City Council manage its affairs. 

Full council assignments are pending the outcome of  the 
special election for Council District 1 following the resignation 
of  Chair Todd Apo. Election results should be available by 
Dec. 29 at which time Garcia expects to “thoroughly examine 
the strengths, experiences, and new energy of  all council 
members” and complete the committee assignments. He 
hopes to accommodate all the individual preferences of  
council members if  possible but in the end, decisions will be 
based on what is best for the City Council and people of  Oahu.

COMMITTEE AND LEADERSHIP ASSIGNMENTS

Budget: Chair Ernest Martin, Vice Chair Tulsi Gabbard-Tamayo

Executive Matters and Legal Affairs: Chair Romy Cachola, 
Vice Chair Breene Harimoto

Parks and Human Services: Chair (District 1 elect), Vice Chair 
Ikaika Anderson
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KEEPING HONOLULU REALTORS® INFORMED & INVOLVED IN HBR’S PUBLIC POLICY AGENDA

Upcoming Council and Committee Meetings

Wednesday, December 8
10:00 a.m.	 City Council – Morning Session

2:00 p.m.	 City Council – Afternoon Session

*City Clerk Furlough—Friday, December 10 & 17

Continues on back.



New Administration Appointees Announced
Mayor Peter Carlisle introduced eight new members of  his 
administration – subject to confirmation by the City Council.

Sam Moku will become director of  the Department of  
Community Services. Since 2005, Moku has served as 
director of  the Home Ownership Assistance Program (HOAP) 
at the state Department of  Hawaiian Home Lands. He created 
HOAP’s business plan, managed staff  and a $1 million budget. 
He implemented procedures to help reduce loan delinquency 
from 43 to 17 percent. He has successfully collaborated 
with the City and County of  Honolulu Section 8 program to 
offer the first homeownership opportunity on Hawaiian home 
lands to a native Hawaiian Section 8 recipient. He volunteers 
for the Mayor of  Honolulu City and County Homeless Task 
Force to help address the growing number of  homeless native 
Hawaiian families. He also serves as a commissioner on the 
Hawaii Civil Rights Commission. He earned a Master’s Degree 
in Business Administration from the University of  Hawaii. 

Bridget Holthus will become deputy director of  the Department 
of  Community Services. Holthus has served most recently as 
the Special Assistant to the Attorney General and as a Deputy 
Attorney General in 2003. Her responsibilities included 
business management, program/project development, and 
coordinating public policy and legislation. Holthus has also 
served as director of  Philanthropic Services and Private 
Foundations Manager for the Hawaii Community Foundation, 
where she was responsible for administration of  private 
foundations and approximately $170 million in assets. 

CHAIR:  
Scott Kamiya, R, CRS, GRI, 
SRES
Coldwell Banker Pacific 
Properties

CO-CHAIR:  
V. Elise Lee, RA 
Coldwell Banker Pacific 
Properties

MEMBERS:
Arnold Abaigar, RA 
Island Realty Group

Beverly Amaral, RA 
J. Samuels Signature Homes

Riley Hakoda, R, ABR, GRI 
Pier Management—Hawaii LLC

Martha T. Kersting, R, GRI
International Realty Service & 
Consultants
Questor Lau, RA 
Aloha Land Realty

Diane Leslie, R, CRS 
Concepts Unlimited GMAC

Cynthia Manabe, RA, ABR, 
GRI
Realty Laua LLC

Karin Moody, R 
Prudential Advantage Realty
Joe Paikai, R, GRI
Hawaii Realty Professionals
Greg Pentecost, RA, ABR, 
AHWD, e-PRO, GRI 
Coldwell Banker Pacific 
Properties
Randy Prothero, R, ABR, 
AHWD, CRS, e-PRO, GRI 
Century 21 Liberty Homes
Brett Schenk, R, CRS, GRI 
Woodstock Properties, Inc.
Earle Shiroma, R, e-PRO
West Hawaii REALTORS® LLC
Terrie Lynn Spotkaeff  R, CRB, 
CRS, GRI 
Island REALTORS®, LLC
Sean Tong, RA, e-Pro
Hawaii Realty Associates LLC
Bob Vieira, R, ABR 
Prudential Locations LLC
Edmund Wong, R, CRB, CRS 
First Capital Realty One
HBR DIRECTOR OF 
STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT:
Nelson Higa

HONOLULU BOARD OF REALTORS®

2010 CITY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE PURPOSE: To advocate on issues important to the Honolulu 
Board of REALTORS®, influence legislative and regulatory policies to protect 
private property rights and which impact the real estate industry on Oahu.

Holthus has substantial management experience and a proven 
commitment to the well-being of  the community. She earned 
a Juris Doctorate from the University of  Hawaii School of  Law. 

Gary Cabato will become director of  the Department of  Parks 
and Recreation, where he has served for 11 years as an executive 
assistant. He rewrote the entire parks facilities maintenance 
program, which was acknowledged by the National Parks and 
Recreation Association as a phenomenal transformation in 
implementing change. In 2002, as the department’s Chief  of  
the Executive Services Division, Cabato was named the City’s 
Manager of  the Year. He has worked for the City for a total of  
18 years and served eight department directors. Cabato is a 
U.S. Army veteran and earned a Master’s Degree in Human 
Resource Management from Chapman University. 

Albert Tufono will become deputy director of  the Department 
of  Parks and Recreation. Tufono has served as chairman of  
the Hawaii Paroling Authority since 2003, and has also worked 
as a children and youth specialist for the state Office of  Youth 
Services. He has also worked as a recreation specialist for the 
parks departments for the City and County of  Honolulu and 
the City of  Seattle. Tufono planned, evaluated and monitored 
programs aimed at children and high-risk youth. He earned 
a Master’s Degree in Public Affairs from the University of  
Washington. 

William Balfour recently became a special assistant in the 
Department of  Parks and Recreation, where he served as 
director for eight years during the administration of  former 
Mayor Jeremy Harris. Balfour, who has always been fiscally 
responsible, has hired, managed and supervised personnel for 
48 years. He is a former president and manager of  Oahu Sugar 
Company and a U.S. Navy veteran. He earned a Bachelor’s 
Degree in General Agriculture from the University of  Missouri.

Lori Kahikina-Moniz will become deputy director of  the 
Department of  Design and Construction. She has served since 
2006 as acting chief  of  the Division of  Collection System 
Maintenance at the City’s Department of  Environmental 
Services, where she planned, developed, directed, and 
coordinated program activities relating to engineering, 
construction, maintenance, and repair of  the wastewater 
system. She has also served as assistant chief  of  that 
division, as a civil engineer, and as an engineering project 
manager in the private sector. She earned a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Mechanical Engineering from the University of  Hawaii and 
is a registered professional engineer. 

KaiNani Kraut will become deputy director of  the Department 
of  Transportation Services. She has served as a project 
manager in the private sector and a transportation engineer at 
the Federal Highway Administration, where her responsibilities 
included compliance with federal requirements, environmental 
document reviews, and other applicable federal and local 
laws. She was also an assistant standards engineer and bridge 
design engineer at the Illinois Department of  Transportation. 
She earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Civil Engineering from the 
University of  Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, and a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Math and Physics from Monmouth College. 

Forest Frizzell recently became deputy director of  the 
Department of  Information Technology. He has served as a 
private sector information technology and security account 
manager, field engineer and project manager in Honolulu 
and in California. His responsibilities included designing, 
managing accounts, and strategic planning. He earned a 
Bachelor’s Degree from the University of  Hawaii.


