
Pearlridge, Aloha Stadium, Honolulu International Airport and 
Honolulu Community College.

The City has already awarded two construction contracts 
for the project: one for the first phase of  the elevated rail 
guideway from East Kapolei to Pearl City; and the other for 
the train storage and maintenance facility in Waipahu. The 
city is scheduled to award two more contracts next year for 
the second phase of  the rail route from Pearl City to Aloha 
Stadium and for the “core systems,” which consists of  the 
train vehicles and the control center for the rail system.

Real Property Tax Assessments Completed
The City has completed real property assessments for 
2011, and the total gross assessed valuation of  all taxable 
real property on Oahu has decreased from $178.35 billion 
to $178.31 billion, an overall decrease of  .02 percent. This 
decrease was due to an overall decline in real property 
assessments. New developments, including residential 
subdivisions, condominiums, commercial and industrial 
projects, and construction of  new buildings and improvements 
to existing parcels, partially offset the decrease in total 
property values.

Berg Wins District 1 Council Seat Vacated by 
Apo
With just over 2,300 votes or 4 percent of  the registered 
voters in District 1, Tom Berg won the council seat vacated by 
Todd Apo representing constituents from Ewa Beach, Kapolei, 
Nanakuli and Waianae. Berg, a Republican and tea party 
activist, ran unsuccessfully as a candidate for the State House 
in the last two elections challenging an incumbent Democrat. 
His two near losses and 2,100 votes from the 2010 election 
likely garnered him enough name recognition to sneak out the 
special election win.

Berg credits his victory to a message of  lower taxes and 
limited government, key messages of  the tea party at the 
national level. However, the campaign has failed to ignite in 
Hawaii with Democrats winning the House and Senate as well 
as the Executive branch. 

Berg was formerly with the offices of  Senator Will Espero 
and Rep. Rida Cabanilla before taking a position with Rep. 
Kimberly Pine. He is a neighborhood board member and beat 
14 other candidates for the open seat winning with 18 percent 
of  the votes cast. Jason Espero was second with 1,947 votes, 
or 16 percent, and Mel Kahele was third with 1,634 votes, 
or 13 percent. Only 23 percent of  eligible voters participated 
in the special election for west Oahu with 12,534 of  53,753 
ballots returned.

Final EIS Accepted by Mayor
Honolulu Mayor Peter Carlisle announced the acceptance of  
the Final Environmental Impact Statement for the Honolulu 
Rail Transit Project by Gov. Neil Abercrombie, clearing the 
way for the project to move forward. With the governor’s 
acceptance of  the project’s Final EIS on the state level, the 
City anticipates that the Federal Transit Administration will 
issue a Record of  Decision (ROD) that would allow the City to 
break ground on the rail transit system.

“Moving forward with rail transit creates much-needed jobs for 
our communities, provides long-term traffic relief  and offers 
a dependable transportation alternative that starts us on the 
right path toward our preferred future,” said Carlisle. The EIS, 
which had been submitted to the State Office of  Environmental 
Quality Control, identifies environmental, community and 
economic benefits and impacts of  the rail system as well as 
mitigation procedures for addressing these issues. “The rail 
project EIS has been done prudently and is in compliance with 
state environmental law,” Carlisle added.

The Honolulu Rail Transit Project is a 20-mile elevated rail 
system connecting East Kapolei with Ala Moana Center. There 
are 21 stations in communities including Waipahu, Pearl City, 
Aiea, Kalihi, Chinatown, Downtown Honolulu and Kakaako. 
There will also be stations at activity centers such as UH-
West Oahu, Leeward Community College, Pearl Highlands, 
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Continues on back.

Council Sets New Hearing Schedule

Honolulu City Council has established a new hearing 
schedule for committee meetings beginning Monday, 
January 10. Full council meetings will continue to meet on 
Wednesdays and is scheduled to meet on January 26. City 
furlough days are scheduled for Fridays – January 14 and 
January 28.

Mondays
9:00 a.m.	 Safety, Economic Development and 

Government Affairs Committee
	 Chair: Tulsi Gabbard Tamayo
10:30 a.m.	 Public Works and Sustainability Committee
	 Chair: Stanley Chang
1:00 a.m.	 Executive Matters and Legal Affairs Committee
	 Chair: Romy Cachola

Tuesdays
9:00 a.m.	 Zoning Committee
	 Chair: Ikaika Anderson 
10:30 a.m.	 Parks and Human Services Committee

Chair: Tom Berg 

Wednesdays
9:00 a.m.	 Budget Committee
	 Chair: Ernest Y. Martin 
1:00 p.m.	 Transportation and Transit Planning Committee
	 Chair: Breene Harimoto



The City sent approximately 290,000 real property assessment 
notices for 2011 to property owners in December. The 2011 
assessed valuations were set as of  October 1, 2010, and are 
based on sales of  similar properties in each neighborhood 
through June 30, 2010. Residential property gross valuations, 
increased from $143.41 billion to $143.98 billion or 0.4 
percent. Hotel and resort property values increased 4.1 
percent, while commercial and industrial properties dropped 
in value by 2.9 percent and 1.0 percent, respectively. These 
percentage changes represent broad totals while the change 
in the assessed value of  a particular property could be more 
or less than the island-wide figures.

The assessment notice is not a tax bill, but a statement of  
what the City has determined to be the property’s value. 
This notice includes property assessment information 
including any exemption which the owner has been granted 
in accordance with City ordinance. The standard owner-
occupied homeowner’s exemption is $80,000 and increases 
to $120,000 for homeowners 65 years of  age or older. The net 
taxable or net assessed value is one of  the two components 
used to calculate the real property taxes for next fiscal year of  
July 1, 2011 to June 30, 2012. The other component is the tax 
rate which will be set by the City Council in June of  2011, as 
it finalizes the budget for fiscal year 2012. 

Owners who wish to dispute assessments may file appeals 
from December 15, 2010 to January 18, 2011. For more 
information, call (808) 768-3799 or visit the Real Property 
Assessment Division’s website at www.realpropertyhonolulu.
com and click the “Assessment Appeals” link. The Real 
Property Assessment Division’s website offers online services 
to reduce paper and postage costs while providing increased 
efficiencies. Property owners may now receive their real 
property assessment notices via email, and may file online 
for home exemptions or real property tax appeals. Visit www.
realpropertyhonolulu.com to use the division’s online services 
and view additional information regarding tax records, 
exemptions, and tax billing information. 

Questions regarding real property assessment may be 
emailed to bfsrpmailbox@honolulu.gov or directed to the Real 
Property Assessment Division at (808) 768-3799. 
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HONOLULU BOARD OF REALTORS®

2011 CITY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE PURPOSE: To advocate on issues important to the Honolulu 
Board of REALTORS®, influence legislative and regulatory policies to protect 
private property rights and which impact the real estate industry on Oahu.
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