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Council Resolution Proposes Advisory Council
for Housing Fund

City Councilmember Ernie Martin has introduced a resolution
to establish an advisory commission for the City’s Affordable
Housing Fund. Homelessness and affordable housing continue
to be two of Honolulu’s most significant and pressing social
problems. In 2007, the Council established the Affordable
Housing Fund to expand affordable housing for low and
moderate income families primarily through land acquisition,
development, construction, and maintenance of affordable
housing

According to the resolution, establishment of a commission
to advise the Council is necessary to facilitate the provision
and maintenance of affordable housing on Oahu. The new
Affordable Housing Commission will make recommendations
for specific expenditures from the Affordable Housing Fund.
Priorities of the fund are to provide grants to qualified owners,
nonprofit corporations, and developers for the:

1. Development and construction of new affordable housing
projects.

2. Acquisition of existing affordable housing projects.
3. Rehabilitation of existing affordable housing projects.

In addition, the fund is intended to support the City’s
rehabilitation and maintenance of existing city affordable
housing projects, as well as acquisition, development and
construction of affordable housing projects.

The Commission would be comprised of seven members
selected by the Council Chair. All members must be registered
voters of the city. The Commission must also be comprised of
members that meet the following criteria but any individual
member may fulfill multiple membership requirements:

+ At least one member of the Commission must have a
membership in a community based organization present in
the state.

* At least one member must be knowledgeable about the
construction industry.

+ At least one member must be a developer.

+ At least one member must possess membership in a
nonprofit group that services persons earning less than low
to moderate income.

+ At least one member must be an affordable housing
advocate.

» At least one member must be a representative of a financial
institution.

* At least one member must be knowledgeable about legal
matters related to affordable housing.

In addition, the Director of the Office of Housing or the
Managing Director and Director of Community Services will
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City Council Hearing Schedule

Wednesday, April 20
9:00 a.m. City Council — Morning Session
2:00 p.m. City Council — Afternoon Session

Monday, May 2

9:00 a.m. Safety, Economic Development and
Government Affairs Committee
Chair: Tulsi Gabbard Tamayo

10:30 a.m. Public Works and Sustainability Committee
Chair: Stanley Chang

1:00 p.m. Executive Matters and Legal Affairs Committee

Chair: Romy Cachola
Tuesday, May 3

9:00 a.m. Zoning Committee
Chair: lkaika Anderson

10:30 a.m. Parks and Human Services Committee
Chair: Tom Berg

1:00 p.m. Planning Committee

Chair: Ann Kobayashi

Wednesday, May 4

9:00 a.m. Budget Committee
Chair: Ernest Y. Martin

1:00 p.m. Transportation and Transit Planning Committee
Chair: Breene Harimoto

Furlough Days: Fridays—April 15 & April 29

City Holiday: Friday—April 22

be ex-officio members (non-voting). The initial appointments
will be three commissioners to a one-year term, two
commissioners to a two-year term, and two commissioners to
a three-year term.

Bill 11 Enforces Building Height Requirements

Councilmember Ann Kobayashi has introduced Bill 11,
which would amend the Building Code to require that
special inspections be conducted to investigate complaints
about violations of city building height limits. All permitted
construction is subject to inspection by the City. According
to city ordinance, a survey of the construction lot may be
required by a building inspector to verify that the structure is
located in accordance with the approved plans. It’s the duty
of the person doing the work authorized by a permit to notify
the building official that the work is ready for inspection. The
building official, upon notification from the permit holder or
the permit holder’s agent, must inspect and/or approve the
portion of the completed construction. In addition, a final
inspection is required prior to occupancy. Bill 11 would require
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that in addition to the existing inspection requirements, a
special inspection would be required to verify compliance with
applicable height limits if the City receives a complaint that a
new or renovated building is in violation of the height limits.

Bills Amend Real Property Taxes and Raise
Fees

In anticipation of the city’s budget shortfall, the administration
has introduced a host of bills targeting real property taxes
and fee increases. Bill 25 adjusts the minimum real property
tax, Bill 26 amends the property tax exemptions for charitable
organizations, and Bill 27 adjusts exemptions for homes of
disabled veterans, nonprofit hospitals, Hawaiian home lands,
historic homes and a variety of other exemptions.

Bill 16 proposes to increase parking fees more than 25
percent at City Hall and satellite off-street parking which apply
primarily to city employees. Bill 17 would increase golf fees
approximately 15 percent to offset the cost of the municipal
golf course operations. With Bill 19, Honolulu Zoo fees would
increase 25 percent from $3 to $4. In addition, children age
two to 12 years would be required to pay a fee to enter the zoo
(previously, children at age three were required to pay a fee).
A non-resident $6 fee is also being proposed for children age
three to 12.

Single family and duplex dwellings will also see fee increases
for the City’s sewer service charge and wastewater system
facility charge schedules. From a base rate of $42 in 2007 to
$68 in 2010, residents will see fees rise from $71 in 2011 to
$90 in 2016.

Bill 28 intends to raise fees associated with the use and rental
of city parks and recreation fields, gyms and other facilities.
The bill would allow the department to require a custodial
deposit to serve as security for the cleaning, repairing, and
restoration of any damage resulting from the use of city
property. The new fees would apply to competitive athletic
teams, for-profit entities, as well entities utilizing facilities
for entertainment purposes. Bill 30 would also increase the
parking fees at parks and recreation facilities as well as allow
for the installation of meters in unmetered areas.

Judge Dismisses Rail Lawsuit

The City and County of Honolulu prevailed in a lawsuit seeking
to halt the Honolulu Rail Transit Project. According to the
administration, the ruling underscores the fact that the City
has complied with applicable laws and that the process met
the proper requirements. Circuit Court Judge Gary Won Bae
Chang ruled in favor of the City and State, granting the City’s
motion for summary judgment. The case alleged that the City
and the State did not follow State laws on protection of Native
Hawaiian burials.

Judge Chang also denied a separate motion for a preliminary
injunction filed by the Plaintiff to stop the project until
conclusion of a trial on Plaintiff’s contention that an
Archaeological Inventory Survey (AIS) had to be completed
for the entire 20-mile Project alignment before work in the
Project’s first phase could begin. An AIS is a study which
identifies and documents historic properties and burial sites
in a specific area. In his ruling, Judge Chang concluded that
the City and State have complied with State law, and that the
law allows a separate AlS to be completed prior to construction
for each phase of the rail project, as the City had planned.

The Federal Transit Administration, the City, the State, and
other groups have entered into a Programmatic Agreement
that governs how historic properties, including burials, will be
treated. Under that agreement, an AIS has been completed
for the first phase of the project and an AIS for each of the
remaining three sections will be completed prior to the final

design and construction work in those areas.
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