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CITY COUNCIL HEARING SCHEDULE
Wednesday, November 2
9:00 a.m.	 City Council – Morning Session
2:00 p.m.	 City Council – Afternoon Session
Tuesday, November 15
9:30 a.m.	 Safety, Economic Development & Government 

Affairs: Chair – Tulsi Gabbard
10:30 a.m	 Parks and Cultural Affairs:  Chair – Tom Berg
1:30 p.m.	 Executive Matters and Legal Affairs:   

Chair – Romy Cachola
Wednesday, November 16
9:00 a.m. 	 Budget:  Chair – Ann Kobayashi
1:00 p.m.	 Public Works & Sustainability:  

Chair – Stanley Chang
Thursday, November 17
9:00 a.m.	 Zoning and Planning:  Chair – Ikaika Anderson
1:00 a.m.	 Transportation: Chair – Breene Harimoto

Habitat for Humanity 
Plans Affordable 
Housing Project

The City and County of Honolulu 
is partnering with Habitat for 
Humanity Leeward Oahu to 

build an affordable housing subdivision in Maili.  
Kaukamana Hale is a 25 unit project that will consist 
of 2, 3 and 4 bedroom single-family homes on fee 
simple lots.  The City appropriated $900,000 of 
Community Development Block Grant from the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development 
for Habitat for Humanity Leeward Oahu to acquire 
its 3.21 acre site. 

According to Managing Director, Doug Chin, 
“The City recognizes the future of Hawaii’s working 
families will depend on increasing affordable 
housing opportunities.”  The partnership will 
produce an affordable housing project that will 
provide a safe, secure, and stable environment for 
25 working families for many years.”  The units will 
be sold to families with an annual income no greater 
than 50 percent of the median income level, based 
on household size, as established by the City. 

Thielen Appointed as  
Agricultural Liaison

Ma y o r 
P e t e r 
Carlisle 

has appointed 
Laura H. Thielen 
as the City’s 

agricultural liaison. 
According to the Mayor, “Laura has 

the expertise and enthusiasm to make 
this newly created position contribute 
effectively to our long-term goal of 
sustainability.”  Thielen has served as 
chair of the State Department of Land and 
Natural Resources and the Commission 
on Water Resource Management, and as 
director of the State Office of Planning. 
She has a Master’s Degree in Public Policy 
from Georgetown University and a Juris 
Doctorate from Case Western Reserve 
University. Thielen is also a member of 
the Waimanalo Agricultural Association, 
a University of Hawaii Master Gardener, 
and a past president of the Hawaii 
Women Lawyers.

The Honolulu City Council created 
and funded the position of agricultural 
liaison within the managing director’s 
office to serve as an advocate for the 
island’s agricultural community. The 
liaison will become the City’s first 
point of contact regarding agriculture 
issues; enable the city to capitalize on 
agricultural funding opportunities 
provided by state and federal agencies; 
and work with the state on issues of 
mutual concern.  A contentious issue 
that has yet to be decided is the sale 
of important agricultural lands to 
“gentlemen farmers” who use the lands 
to build luxury homes instead legitimate 
farming operations. 

Archaeological 
Work Begins in 
Urban Honolulu

The City is scheduled to 
begin archaeological survey 
work in October along the 
urban Honolulu section of 
the Honolulu Rail Transit 
route to identify potential 
archaeological, historical and 
cultural resources. According 
to the Honolulu Authority 
for Rapid Transit (HART), 
residents should anticipate 
lane closures related to the 
survey work which is expected 
to start in the Kalihi and 
downtown Honolulu areas.  
Trenching work will take 

place through 
Summer 2012 
at various 
locations along 
the Honolulu 
rai l  route 

between Middle Street 
in Kalihi and Ala Moana 
Center. Contractors Cultural 
Surveys Hawaii Inc. and Royal 
Contracting Co. will conduct 
the fieldwork.

The archaeological survey 
will aid rail project staff in 
their design of the elevated 
rail guideway. The survey 
work will be completed 
before rail construction 
begins in the urban Honolulu 
area, as specified under the 
rail project’s programmatic 
agreement relating to cultural 
and historic resources. For 
updates on construction 
work days and times, visit 
the project website at www.
honolulutransit.org.
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The Wai‘anae Sustainable Communities 
Plan has been prepared in accordance 
with Oahu’s Charter-prescribed 
requirements for Development Plans 
and is one of a set of eight community-
oriented plans intended to help guide 
public policy, investment, and decision-
making over the next 25 years. Each of 
the plans addresses one of eight planning 
regions of O‘ahu, responding to specific 
conditions and community values of 
each region. 

Of the eight documents, the plans for 
‘Ewa and the Primary Urban Center, to 
which growth and supporting facilities 
will be directed over the next 25 years, 
have been entitled “Development Plans” 
(DPs). They will be the policy guide 
to development decisions and actions 
needed to support that growth.  Plans 
for the remaining six areas, which are 
envisioned as relatively stable regions 
in which public programs will focus on 
supporting existing populations, have 
been entitled “Sustainable Communities 
Plans” (SCPs) in order to appropriately 
indicate their intent.

The Plan for the Wai‘anae District is 
a Sustainable Communities Plan. This 
Plan’s vision statement and supporting 
provisions are oriented to maintaining 
and enhancing the region’s ability to 
sustain its unique character, current 
population, growing families, rural 
lifestyle, and economic livelihood, all of 
which contribute to the region’s vitality 
and future potential.  There has been a 
recent surge in widespread community 
discussions, actions and laws adopted 
to address sustainability. In 2005, the 
State Legislature convened a statewide 
group to draft a Hawai’i 2050 Plan, 
whose primary purpose is to provide 
policy recommendations for creating a 
sustainable Hawai’i. In 2007, greenhouse 
gas emissions goals for 2020 were enacted. 
Public service announcements dealing 
with conserving water and electricity 
abound. The concept of buildings that 
are designed, built and occupied with 

environmental considerations at the 
forefront largely did not exist when 
the current Development Plans and 
Sustainable Communities Plans were 
adopted. 

These Development Plans and 
Sustainable Communities Plans are the 
land development portion of a larger 
blueprint for sustainability. The General 
Plan sets long term goals for the City and 
County of Honolulu, across 11 major 
elements. Its most substantive chapter is 
the one that deals with population, and 
hence land development distribution. 
It sets the growth management strategy 
for O‘ahu. 

The Development Plans and Sustainable 
Communities Plans provide more detail 
on this land management strategy, 
assuring that how we use the land now, 
and in the future, responds to the three 
major elements of a Sustainable Place: 
economic health, social equity, and 
environmental protection. The issues 
addressed either directly or indirectly 
by these regional plans overlap with 
other planning responsibilities of 
multiple city departments, such as 
planning and permitting, water delivery 
and consumption, crime reduction, 
increasing public health, and developing 
responsive transportation systems. 
Collectively, these efforts comprise the 
strategy of developing a Sustainable 
Future for O‘ahu.

Ten issues or topics were identified 
by the Waianae community and are 
addressed in the revised Waianae 
Sustainable Communities Plan. Those 
issues include in no order of importance: 
Homelessness/Affordable Housing, 
Population Growth/Loss of Rural 
Character,  Lack of Transportation 
Options/Farrington Highway, 
Military Land Use, Support for 
Agriculture, Recreational Parks, Jobs/
Unemployment/Economics, Proposed 
Light Industrial Area, Implementation, 
Native Hawaiian Culture.

To download a complete copy of 

Sustainable Communities Plan Moves Forward
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the proposed Waianae Sustainable 
Communities Plan, go to http://www4.
honolulu.gov/docushare/dsweb/Get/
Document-115375/MM-115(11).pdf.


