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CITY COUNCIL HEARING SCHEDULE
Wednesday, December 7
9:00 a.m.	 City Council – Morning Session
2:00 p.m.	 City Council – Afternoon Session

There are no committee hearings currently scheduled for 
December. Hearings will resume in January 2012.

Tuesday, November 15
9:30 a.m.	 Safety, Economic Development & 

Government Affairs: Chair – Tulsi Gabbard
10:30 a.m	 Parks and Cultural Affairs:  Chair – Tom Berg
1:30 p.m.	 Executive Matters and Legal Affairs:   

Chair – Romy Cachola

Wednesday, November 16
9:00 a.m. 	 Budget:  Chair – Ann Kobayashi
1:00 p.m.	 Public Works & Sustainability:  

Chair – Stanley Chang

Thursday, November 17
9:00 a.m.	 Zoning and Planning:  Chair – Ikaika 

Anderson
1:00 a.m.	 Transportation: Chair – Breene Harimoto

Board Considers Changes to Water Rate 
Schedule
The Honolulu Board of  Water Supply (BWS) will be undertaking 
a further water rate study regarding its proposal to increase 
the water rates and charges. The previous proposal to fund 
the operation, maintenance, and replacement of  Oahu’s 
aging water infrastructure was presented at a public hearing 
in August, but no action was taken by the Board of  Directors 
at that time.  Thus, the rate adoption process will continue, 
including the scheduling of  another public hearing.

The BWS’s original proposal, announced in July 2011, was 
for a 9.65 percent increase per year over the next five fiscal 
years.   If  adopted, it was scheduled to be implemented 
on January 1, 2012.   Upon the completion of  the further 
water rate study, the BWS will again initiate public outreach 
and comment on the revised water rate proposal.   Media 
advisories and a public notice will be issued to announce 
the proposed rate schedule, and the date for another public 
hearing.

The BWS maintains nearly 2,100 miles of  pipeline servicing 
nearly every community on Oahu.   Forty-seven percent 
of  these pipelines are more than 40 years old.   Other 
components essential to the water delivery system are also 
in need of  proactive maintenance.  This includes 94 potable 
water sources, 90 booster pump stations, and 170 potable 
reservoirs.   The proposed rate increase will allow the BWS 
to accelerate the implementation of  a multi-year capital 
improvement program that provides for the renewal and 
replacement of  core components of  the BWS’s water system 
and to ensure continued service.

Landfill Discussion Resumes
The Mayor’s Advisory Committee on Landfill Site Selection 
reconvenes on November 8 at 9 a.m. in the Mayor’s 
Conference Room at Honolulu Hale. Two meetings in August 
were postponed as the nine-member Committee asked the 
consultant, R.M. Towill Corporation, to investigate potential 
landfill sites within Oahu’s Underground Injection Control 
(UIC) Line and No Pass Zone. 

The investigation of  potential landfill sites within the UIC 
Line and No Pass Zone required the consultant to contact 
and coordinate between numerous governmental agencies, 
including the Board of  Water Supply, the Solid Waste and 
Safe Drinking Water branches of  the State Department of  
Health (DOH), and the State Commission on Water Resource 
Management. 

The consultant will present the findings, discuss next steps 
and finalization of  the outline for final report, and set up the 
Committee’s next meeting.  The group will meet at least one 
more time to weigh the criteria and apply it to the potential 
landfill sites.  The date and time of  that particular meeting 
is to be determined.

Ewa Community Development Plan
The City and County of  Honolulu’s Department of  Planning 
and Permitting held a public information meeting on the 
results and recommended changes of  its review of  the Ewa 
Development Plan and implementation process. The review 
is in response to public comments and suggestions collected 
from five public workshops, more than 20 community 
interviews, and over 60 letters and emails.  Following 
the presentation, City planners answered questions and 
collected comments and suggestions for improvements to 
the proposed revised Plan and implementation.  

The Ewa Development Plan is a long-range land use and 
infrastructure plan and is a guide for public and private 
decisions about Ewa’s future. The Plan is one of  eight 
development and sustainable communities being planned on 
Oahu. The review report and the proposed draft ordinance are 
available online at http://www.honoluludpp.org/planning/
DevSust_Ewa.asp The documents are also available at the 
Kapolei Satellite City Hall, Kapolei Public Library, and the 
Ewa Beach Public Library. A CD can also be requested by 
calling the Department of  Planning and Permitting at 768-
8051.
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New Sign Ordinance Heads to 
Final Reading
The foundation for amending the 
land use ordinance relating to non-
commercials signs is in the proliferation 
of  campaign signs and the bill is 
heading to third reading.   According 
to bill supporter, the Outdoor Circle, 
“campaign signs….is creating a visual 
eyesore that tarnishes the beauty 
of  Hawai’i and lowers the quality of  
life for our residents. The Outdoor 
Circle further requests City Council to 
increase restrictions limiting the size 
of  campaign signs which according to 
Bill 47 is no larger than 3x5 feet or 15 
sq. ft. The bill also attempts to limit 
signs with identical messages – either 

for the same candidate or same issue. 
The Outdoor Circle would go further by 
limiting the time frame by which signs 
can be posted. 

Strongly opposing the bill is the 
American Civil Liberties Union of  
Hawaii (ACLU of  Hawaii) which testified 
that the “bill’s provisions would infringe 
individuals’ rights to free speech 
and expression” - the heart of  the 
First Amendment. According to the 
ACLU, “the City may not lawfully (1) 
discriminate against noncommercial 
speech or (2) limit the quantity of  
speech individuals can make on behalf  
of  any one issue.”  Even if  the bill 
treated noncommercial speech equally, 
its restriction on identical messages 
would still be unconstitutional because 

it seeks to limit the quantity of  speech 
individuals can make on behalf  of  a 
single issue. The courts have found 
that traffic safety and aesthetics do not 
justify content-based restrictions on 
protected, noncommercial speech.

If  the bill passes final reading, it will 
go to Mayor Carlisle for consideration 
and could have a significant impact on 
the 2012 elections and the ability of  
candidates to effectively communicate 
their campaign to voters in their district. 

Shiroma Appointed to Tax 
Review Board
The Honolulu Board of  REALTORS® 
is proud to announce the 
appointment of  Earle Shiroma to 
the city’s Board of  Review I for 
real property tax appeals.  Each 
board consists of  five members 
appointed by the Mayor and 
confirmed by the Council to five-
year staggered terms. The Board 
is charged with the duty of  hearing 

and deciding real property tax appeals. To qualify for the 
appointment, members must have resided in the State of  
Hawaii for at least three years at the time of  the appointment 
and must be a registered voter.

Shiroma has been a real estate professional in Hawaii for 38 
years and is currently the Principal Broker with West Oahu 
REALTORS®. Earle was trained by the late Herbert Horita and 
was the youngest broker in charge for Horita’s main office 
in Kalihi receiving training in land transactions as well as 
industrial, residential, condo and commercial sales.  He is a 
volunteer member of  HBR’s City Affairs Committee and has 
served on the Professional Standards Grievance Committee 
since 1996. Earle has continued to find time to volunteer 
with the Nuuanu YMCA, Cancer Society, and Habilitat as well 
as the Japanese Chamber of  Commerce’s Small Business 
Advocacy Committee since 2004.  Time permitting, he enjoys 
surfing and golfing and runs marathons to stay in shape.
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