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CITY AFFAIRS UPDATE

KEEPING HONOLULU REALTORS® INFORMED & INVOLVED IN HBR’S PUBLIC POLICY AGENDA

CITY COUNCIL HEARING SCHEDULE
Wednesday, May 9

9 A.M.
2 PM.

City Council - morning session
City Council - afternoon session

Tuesday, May 22

9:30 a.m. Safety, Economic Development & Government
Affairs: Chair — Tulsi Gabbard

10:30 a.m. Parks and Cultural Affairs: Chair - Tom Berg

1:30 p.m. Executive Matters and Legal Affairs: Chair -

Romy Cachola

Wednesday, May 23

9:00 a.m. Budget: Chair — Ann Kobayashi

1:00 p.m. Public Works & Sustainability: Chair -
Stanley Chang

Thursday, May 24

9:00 a.m. Zoning and Planning: Chair - lkaika
Anderson
1:00 a.m. Transportation: Chair — Breene Harimoto

Bill 34 Would Regulate Ballot Measures

Council member Ann Kobayashi has introduced Bill 34 in

an attempt to regulate the use of city resources for ballot
measures. “Ballot measure” refers to any ordinance proposed
to be approved by initiative or any proposed amendment to
the city charter to be voted on by people on Oahu. According
to the measure, no city entity may use any city funds, supplies
or equipment or provide any services for the purpose of urging
the electorate to support or defeat any ballot measure.

For the purposes of the Bill 34, this includes any executive,
legislative or semi-autonomous agency including the Honolulu
Board of Water Supply and the Honolulu Authority for Rapid
Transit (HART) as well as the City Council. “City funds” include
any monies appropriated in the city’s executive operating

and capital budget, the Honolulu Board of Water Supply’s
operating and capital budget, the Honolulu Authority for
Rapid Transportation’s operating and capital budget, and the
legislative budget. The ordinance would still allow the city
clerk to provide brief summaries of ballot measures to voters
to aid the electorate in reaching an informed decision.

City Considers Parks Special Fund Charter Amendment
The Department of Parks and Recreation is responsible for the
management and maintenance of 392 parks and recreation
areas which include 35 regional and district parks, 59 beach
parks, 183 mini, urban neighborhood, community and
miscellaneous parks, 2 nature parks and preserves, 5 botanical
gardens, 10 community gardens with 1,254 plots, 90 beach
rights of way and 8 malls. Although more than $60,000,000 is
budgeted annually for these parks and recreation areas, many
areas still suffer from neglect and cannot safely be used for
recreational purposes.

Although the City collects over $1,000,000 in revenues from
various park fees, they are deposited into the general fund

to assist in balancing the City budget. The City Council is
proposing that all fee revenues from parks be used to improve
the City’s park and recreation areas so that all of the City’s
facilities are accessible, enjoyable, safe and well maintained.
The establishment of a Parks Improvement Fund will assure
that the park fees will only be used to improve the City’s park
and recreation areas. The question placed on the ballot for the
2012 general election will read:

“Shall the Revised City Charter be amended to create a Parks
Improvement Fund which will assure that all revenues collected
from park fees will be expended only for the operation and
maintenance of City parks and recreation areas?”

Bill 26 Offers ‘““Complete Streets’ Policy

The streets of Oahu are an important part of the livability of
our island and ought to be for everyone, whether young or old,
motorist or bicyclist, walker or wheelchair user, bus rider or
shopkeeper. But too many of our streets are designed only for
speeding cars, or worse, creeping traffic jams. In communities
across the country, a movement is growing to complete the
streets. States, cities and towns are asking planners and
engineers to build road networks that are safer, more livable,
and welcoming to everyone.

Instituting a Complete Streets policy ensures that
transportation planners and engineers consistently design and
operate the entire roadway with all users in mind - including
bicyclists, public transportation vehicles and riders, and
pedestrians of all ages and abilities. Bill 26 serves as a policy
framework and process for planning and retrofitting the e
street and road network throughout the Island of O’ahu to
support safe and convenient access for all modes of travel.
There is no singular design prescription for Complete

Streets; each one is unique and addresses the needs of each
community. A complete street may include: sidewalks, bike
lanes (or wide paved shoulders), special bus lanes, comfortable
and accessible public transportation stops, frequent and safe
crossing opportunities, median islands, accessible pedestrian
signals, curb extensions, narrower travel lanes, roundabouts,
and more. Incomplete streets — those designed with only cars
in mind — limit transportation choices by making walking,
bicycling, and taking public transportation inconvenient,
unattractive, and, too often, dangerous. Changing policy so that
our island transportation system routinely includes the needs
of people on foot, public transportation, and bicycles means
that walking, riding bikes, and riding buses and trains will be
safer and easier. People of all ages and abilities will have more
options when traveling to work, to school, to the grocery store,
and to visit ohana.

Making these travel choices more convenient, attractive, and
safe means people do not need to rely solely on automobiles.
They can replace congestion-clogged trips in cars with swift
bus rides or heart-healthy bicycle trips. Complete Streets
improves the efficiency and capacity of existing roads too, by
moving people in the same amount of space — just think of all
the people who can fit on a bus or streetcar versus the same
amount of people each driving their own car. Getting more
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productivity out of the existing road and public transportation
systems is vital to reducing congestion.

Complete Streets are particularly prudent as our City leaders
look for ways to tighten budgets and ensure long-term
benefits from investments. An existing transportation budget
can incorporate Complete Streets projects with little to no
additional funding, accomplished through re-prioritizing
projects and allocating funds to projects that improve overall
mobility. Many of the ways to HART: $48 million in GET
create more complet_e roadways {aRT is set to receive $48.25
are low cost, fast to implement,  million in General Excise and
and high impact. Building more  Use Tax (GET) revenue for the
sidewalks and striping bike lanes first quarter of 2012 which will
has been shown to create more bring total GET revenue received
jobs than traditional car-focused to date for the rail project to

) . $858.73 million, about $8
transportation projects. million more than projected.

. The $48.25 million in current
Although a complete street ina 4, arterly revenue is slightly less

rural area will look quite different than the $49.02 million in GET
from a complete street in urban  revenue received in the previous
Honolulu, both are designed to quarter, but overall revenue
balance safety and convenience remains strong. According to
for everyone using the road. And new HART Executive Director

a complete street design will and CEO Dan Grabauskas,

integrate well with the proposed T Gc! revenue continues
‘€8 . . prop to be good news for the rail
rail transit project.

project. Taxpayers should
COMPLETE STREETS

know the project’s finances
remain strong, and we are
-
= |

well positioned to bring the
rail project in on time and on
budget.”

Walk, Bike, Drive, Ride

With 25 percent of the total
projected GET revenues
collected, the project remains
on budget. The total for four
quarters was $193.4 million,
compared to $165.9 million for
the prior four quarters, a 16.5
percent increase largely due to
a continued recovery in Oahu’s
tourism sector. The state began
collecting the half-percent GET
dedicated to the Honolulu rail
system in January 2007. The
GET for rail is set to expire at
the end of 2022.

City Continues
Archaeological Survey

The Honolulu Authority for Rapid
Transportation (HART) continues
archaeological survey work in
the urban Honolulu area for the
rail transit project which will
result in lane closures in the
Kalihi, downtown Honolulu, and
Kaka’'ako areas. Lane closures
will affect non-peak traffic

hours and will include possible night work in approved areas.
Motorists are advised to drive with caution and provide a safe
distance between themselves and the construction workers and
equipment.

The City is conducting the archaeological survey work along
the urban Honolulu section of the Honolulu rail transit route
to identify potential archaeological, historical and cultural
resources. The archaeological work will aid rail project staff
in their design of the elevated rail guideway. Trenching
work will take place at various locations along the Honolulu
rail route between Middle Street in Kalihi and Ala Moana
Center. Contractors Cultural Surveys Hawaii Inc. and Royal

RS UPDATE

Contracting Co. are conducting the fieldwork. The survey
work will be completed before rail construction begins in the
urban Honolulu area, as specified under the rail project’s
programmatic agreement relating to cultural and historic

resources.

2012 Election Year

The 2012 election year has officially begun and will include
competitive races for Mayor and five of the nine city council
seats, as well as all State Senate and House seats. Be an
engaged member of the Honolulu Board of Realtors. Get
registered to vote and get to know your candidates for office.
Stay tuned for more announcements by the City Affairs

Committee.
Start of Candidate Filing Feb. 1, 2012
End of Candidate Filing June 5, 2012
Voter Registration Deadline Primary Election July 12, 2012
Early Voting Primary Election July 30 - August 9,
2012

Deadline: Receipt of absentee mail application

August 4, 2012

PRIMARY ELECTION DAY

Sat., August 11, 2012

Voter Registration Deadline General Election Oct. 8, 2012

Early Voting General Election Oct. 23 - Nov. 3, 2012
Deadline: Receipt of absentee mail application | Oct. 30, 2012
GENERAL ELECTION DAY ;téelsz November 6,

HONOLULU BOARD OF REALTORS®
2012 CITY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE PURPOSE: To advocate on issues important to the Honolulu
Board of REALTORS?, influence legislative and regulatory policies to protect
private property rights and which impact the real estate industry on Oahu.

CHAIR:
V. Elise Lee, RA, SFR
Caron B Realty

MEMBERS:

Beverly Amaral, RA

Elite Pacific Properties, LLC
Jennifer Andews, R

Primary Properties

Riley Hakoda, R, ABR, GRI,
SFR

Pier Management—Hawaii LLC

Martha T. Kersting, R, GRI
International Realty Service &
Consultants

Derek Lau, R, e-PRO, RSPS,
SFR, SRES
Real Estate Specialists

Questor Lau, RA
iProperties Hawaii

Jack Legal, R, CRS
Legal Realty

Diane Leslie, R, CRS
Concepts Unlimited, Inc.
Cynthia Manabe, R, ABR, GRI
Realty Laua LLC

Karin Moody, R

Prudential Advantage Realty
Randy Prothero, R, ABR,
AHWD, CRS, e-PRO, GRI, SFR
Century 21 Liberty Homes
Earle Shiroma, R, e-PRO
West Hawaii REALTORS® LLC
Jack Tyrrell, R

Jack Tyrrell & Company

Bob Vieira, R

Bob Vieira Realty, LLC
Edmund Wong, R, CRB, CRS
First Capital Realty One

HBR DIRECTOR OF
GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS &
STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT:

Nelson Higa




