
	 Candidate Questions

On private property rights:  With the City’s power 
of condemnation – and in anticipation of the rail 
transit route, how would you propose protecting 
private property rights?

On rail and transit oriented 
development:  What is your position 
on Oahu’s proposed rail transit project 
and Transit Oriented Development? If 
you support rail and TOD, how do you 

propose balancing the cost of rail with the potential 
benefits? If you do NOT support rail and TOD, what is 
your proposal for addressing future growth, affordable 

housing and traffic congestion?

On affordable housing:  What do you believe are 
the greatest challenges to affordable housing and 
your proposed solutions?

On a balanced budget:  How would 
you propose balancing the City’s 
budget in the face of today’s economic 
challenges? What would be your 
priority areas – for budget reallocation, 

cuts or fee or tax increases?

Mayor Signs Complete Streets Bill
Mayor Peter Carlisle signed into law Bill 26 to 
establish a “Complete Streets” policy for the City and County of  
Honolulu and improve transportation safety and accessibility for 
all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders, and 
motorists. The City Council unanimously approved Bill 26 on May 

19, 2012.

According to the Mayor, “Complete 
Streets recognizes that motorists 
are not the only ones who use public 
streets and facilities, so the needs 
of  other transportation modes and 
users must be included.  I would like 
to acknowledge the leadership of  
Council Transportation Committee 

Chair Breene Harimoto in guiding this legislation through the City 
Council.”

Throughout its review, Bill 26 was supported by a broad coalition 
of  community organizations and key City and State departments 
including the Honolulu Board of  Realtors. Complete Streets is 
an important step toward ensuring that the safety and mobility 
needs of  all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, seniors, 
and individuals with assistive devices, are fully considered 
when planning and making roadway improvements.  The new 
policy requires a multi-modal approach in the planning, design, 
construction, maintenance and operation of  transportation 
facilities and projects, including streets, sidewalks, traffic control 
devices and signage, and public transit facilities. 

The policy allows for the creations of  a Complete Streets checklist 

CITY COUNCIL HEARING SCHEDULE
Tuesday, June 26
9:30 a.m.	 Safety, Economic Development & Government 	
		  Affairs: Chair – Tulsi Gabbard
10:30 a.m.	 Parks and Cultural Affairs:  Chair – Tom Berg
1:30 p.m.	 Executive Matters and Legal Affairs:  Chair – 	
		  Romy Cachola

Wednesday, June 28
9:00 a.m. 	 Budget:  Chair – Ann Kobayashi
1:00 p.m.	 Public Work & Sustainability: Chair – 		
		  Stanley Chang

Thursday, June 29
9:00 a.m.	 Zoning and Planning:  Chair – Ikaika 		
		  Anderson
1:00 a.m.	 Transportation: Chair – Breene Harimoto

Wednesday, July 11
9:00 A.M.	 City Council - morning session
2:00 P.M.	 City Council - afternoon session

Balanced Budget Nears Completion
According to the City’s Charter, the Council must pass a 
balanced budget by June 15, 2012. A number of  fiscal issues 
are being discussed including real property taxes which are 
the core revenue source to fund city operations. The Council’s 
policy on Real Property Tax (RPT) rates mandates that 
residential property classes contribute to approximately 55 
percent of  the needed tax revenue, while the other classes 
of  properties make up the remaining 45 percent. For the 
upcoming fiscal year, Resolution 12-58 proposes no rate 
increase for the various real property tax classifications which 
starts at $3.50 per every $1000 for the homeowner’s class, 
up to $12.40 for hotel/resort, industrial and commercial 
classes.  HBR appreciates the work of  the City Council and 
Administration to keep property tax rates steady in the face of  
our island’s economic challenges.

Candidates Answer Questions About Realtor Issues
Each election year, the Honolulu Board of  REALTORS® asks 
candidates for county races key questions about issues 
important to our members and the real estate industry.  
Candidates are allowed up to 100 words to answer each 
question. Candidates interested in receiving campaign 
contributions from the REALTORS® Political Action Committee 
(RPAC) will be evaluated on their responses to these questions, 
as well as other evaluation criteria, such as electability, 
viability, political influence, and demonstrated leadership. This 
year, elections will be held for City Council Districts 1, 3, 5, 7 
and 9, as well as for Mayor and City Prosecutor.   Candidate 
responses will be published in HBR’s Voter Guide and made 
available to Realtors – in print and electronically - to help you 
get to know your candidates for county offices.  Members are 
encouraged to share the guide with family, friends and clients.  
More importantly, be sure to vote in the Primary Election on 
August 11 and the General Election on November 6!  
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Continues on back.



and procedures to be used when initiating, planning, revising, 
implementing and/or reviewing any transportation facility or 
project, along with data collection and training. Complete Streets 
does not only involve physical improvements to the transportation 
facilities. It is a paradigm shift in the way transportation facilities 
are configured, with the goal of  making our transportation facilities 
part of  a more livable and healthy community environment.

HART Hosts Kamehameha 
Highway Guideway 
Informational Meeting
Tues., Aug. 7, 2012 - 6 
p.m. Registration, 6:30 

- 8 p.m. Presentation Pearl Ridge Elementary School 
Cafeteria (98-940 Moanalua Road) Kiewit Infrastructure 
was selected by HART to design and build the second 
section of  the Honolulu Rail Transit Project from Pearl 
City to Aloha Stadium along Kamehameha Highway. 
Together with HART representatives, the Kiewit staff  
will be holding Business and Community Meetings to 
provide businesses, residents and commuters detailed 
information on upcoming and ongoing work along the 
guideway route. If  you are interested in having Kiewit 
provide rail construction updates at your place of  
business, please contact: Allison Andrade Gammel at 
(808) 679-0600. For more information, contact (808) 
566-2299 or email info@HonoluluTransit.org .

CITY AFFAIRS UPDATE
CONTINUED

2012 Election Year
The 2012 election year has officially begun and will include 
competitive races for Mayor and five of  the nine city council 
seats, as well as all State Senate and House seats. Be an 
engaged member of  the Honolulu Board of  Realtors. Get 
registered to vote and get to know your candidates for office. 
Stay tuned for more announcements by the City Affairs 
Committee.

Start of  Candidate Filing Feb. 1, 2012

End of  Candidate Filing June 5, 2012

Voter Registration Deadline Primary Election July 12, 2012

Early Voting Primary Election July 30 - August 9, 
2012

Deadline:  Receipt of  absentee mail application August 4, 2012

PRIMARY ELECTION DAY Sat., August 11, 2012

Voter Registration Deadline General Election Oct. 8, 2012

Early Voting General Election Oct. 23 - Nov. 3, 2012

Deadline:  Receipt of  absentee mail application Oct. 30, 2012

GENERAL ELECTION DAY Tues. November 6, 
2012

CHAIR:  
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Jack Tyrrell, R
Jack Tyrrell & Company

Bob Vieira, R
Bob Vieira Realty, LLC

Edmund Wong, R, CRB, CRS
First Capital Realty One

HBR DIRECTOR OF 
GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS & 
STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT:

Nelson Higa

HONOLULU BOARD OF REALTORS®

2012 CITY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
COMMITTEE PURPOSE: To advocate on issues important to the Honolulu 
Board of REALTORS®, influence legislative and regulatory policies to protect 
private property rights and which impact the real estate industry on Oahu.

JUDGE RULES IN FAVOR OF CITY AND FTA ON RAIL 
SUIT CLAIMS
A favorable ruling in May in the federal lawsuit 
against the City’s rail transit project reduced the 
number of  disputed recreational and historic 
site claims from more than 40 to fewer than 10.  
According to Dan Grabauskas, Executive Director 
and CEO of  the Honolulu Authority for Rapid 
Transportation (HART), “This is a significant and 
positive ruling that narrows the litigation.  We 
appreciate the court’s well-reasoned analysis.” The 
ruling by Ninth Circuit Court Senior Judge A.Wallace 
Tashima, sitting as a District Court judge, held that 
the plaintiffs had no standing to challenge certain 
site evaluations with respect to Piers 10/11, the 
PacificWar Memorial Site, the Makalapa Navy 
Housing Historic District, the Hawaii Employers 
Council, the Tamura Building, Ke‘ehi Lagoon Beach 
Park, Queen Street Park and any other sites not 
mentioned in the plaintiffs’ standing declarations. 
The court dismissed additional claims with respect to 
the Pearl Harbor Landmark and the Merchant Street 
Historic District because the plaintiffs had waived 
them by failing to properly raise their concerns 

during the environmental review process. The City will 
seek to formally dismiss remaining claims by a separate 
motion, scheduled to be heard in oral argument on 
August 21, 2012.


