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KEEPING HONOLULU REALTORS® INFORMED & INVOLVED IN HBR’S PUBLIC POLICY AGENDA

CITY COUNCIL HEARING SCHEDULE
Wednesday, Sept. 12

9 A.M. City Council - morning session

2 PM. City Council - afternoon session

Tuesday, Sept. 18

9:30 a.m. Safety, Economic Development &
Government Affairs: Chair - TBD

10:30 a.m. Parks and Cultural Affairs: Chair - Tom
Berg

1:30 p.m. Executive Matters and Legal Affairs: Chair

- Romy Cachola

Wednesday, Sept. 19

9:00 a.m. Budget: Chair - Ann Kobayashi

1:00 p.m. Public Works & Sustainability: Chair -
Stanley Chang

Thursday, Sept. 20

9:00 a.m. Zoning and Planning: Chair - lkaika
Anderson

1:00 a.m. Transportation: Chair — Breene
Harimoto

2012 General Election
Tuesday, November 6, 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Still not registered Elections Division
to vote? The Office of the City Clerk
General Election City Hall
voter registration 530 S. King St, 100
deadline is on Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
October 8, 2012. or
Register in person State of Hawaii Office of
on Oahu at: Elections
802 Lehua Avenue
Pearl City, Hawaii 96782

If you are a first time registrant, please send a copy of
your identification with your completed application form.
Acceptable forms of identification include a COPY of ary
one of the following: Hawaii drivers license, State of
Hawaii Civil Identification card, U.5. Passport, Utility bill,
government issued check or government document bearing
your name and current address.

To download a fillable Wikiwiki voter registration form, go
to: http://www.honoluluelections.org/files/content/voter_
info/voter_registration/Wikiwiki%20VR%20Brochure-
English%,20Greyscale?%,20Writable%202page.pdf.

(Jit_vc‘n(juum)'ly H;;:Lrhdu Elecﬁons DiViSiOﬂ VoterInfo

Ballot Includes Two Charter Amendments
Voters will see two City and County of Honolulu charter
amendments on their 2012 general election ballot.

The first proposes changes related to the City Grant in

Aid program. The City’s primary source for providing
funding for non-profit organizations is monies allocated
to the City by the United States Department of

Housing and Urban Development’s (HUD) Community
Development Block Grants (CDBG) program. In the past
two years, funding has dropped from $14.5 million to
$11.9 million in and may drop even further in future
fiscal years. The non-profit organizations funded by

the CDBG monies provide valuable services such as the
provision of housing, community development, economic
development and human service activities to moderate
and low income families.

The City Council believes that, as a result of the
decrease in the City’'s CDBG allocation by HUD, a
portion of the revenues from the general fund should
be set aside for these organizations to ensure that they
continue to be funded. The City Council, therefore, has
proposed that the following question be placed on the
2012 Election ballot:

“Should a minimum of one-half of one percent of
annual general fund revenues be appropriated for
grants in aid to be awarded by the City to federal
income tax exempt non-profit organizations to provide
services to economically and/or socially disadvantaged
populations or provide services for public benefit in the
areas of the arts, culture, economic development or the
environment?”

The second question addresses the creation of funds by
the City. City government consists of two coordinating
branches - the executive branch and the legislative
branch. As part of legislative branch’s unique powers
and duties, the Council reviews, considers and adopts
the City’s annual executive operating and capital
budgets, annual legislative operating budget, and takes
measures necessary to raise the necessary funds to
cover the appropriations in the budget ordinances. As
part of the budget process, appropriations are made
from one or more of several funds and earmarked to be
expended for specified purposes.

In addition to funds established by charter, the Mayor,
with the approval of the Council, may establish other
funds when necessary and when no appropriate class

of funds exists. With the authority to establish special
funds, on its own initiative, or on the recommendation

of the Mayor, the Council may enhance the transparency
of the City’s finances and the City’s accountability to

the public by ensuring that, when appropriate, moneys
collected by the City from licenses, fees, taxes, and other
revenue sources are set aside and expended for their
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intended public purposes. The City Council, therefore,
has proposed that a second question be placed on the
2012 Election ballot:

“Shall the Revised City Charter be amended to
authorize the City Council, on its own initiative or on

the recommendation of the Mayor, to establish funds to
ensure that, when appropriate, moneys collected by the
City from licenses, fees, taxes and other revenue sources
are set aside and expended for their intended public
purposes?”

City and County of Honolulu

Bill 58 Proposes Free Bus Rides for Seniors and
Disabled

Chair Ernie Martin has introduced a bill to revise the
fare schedule for seniors and :he disabled riding The
Bus. Disabled and senior riders currently pay $5 per
month or $60 per year. Under the current proposal,
Bill 58, disabled and senior bus riders would be able to
ride for free if they have the appropriate identification
card required by law and prov ded by the appropriate
department. Disabled people and senior citizens would
need to provide supporting evidence documenting
their disability and/or age in order to qualify for the
subsidized fare. Due to the resignation of Council
member Tulsi Gabbard, the bill has yet to be heard by
the floor.

Council Attempts to Restore Funding for Rucec
Public outcry over changes in The Bus schedule
resulted in a bill introduced by Transportation Chair
Breene Harimoto seeking additional dedicated sources
of funding to support bus operations. Bill 54 would
redirect on street parking revenue collected as well as
off street parking from City-owned parking facilities
from the highway fund to The Bus. The bill was heard
by the budget committee and will go before full council
for second reading. According to the Mayor’s office, the
City’s cost to operate The Bus has steadily increased due
to rising fuel costs.

HART Responds to Supreme Court Decision

Facing ongoing questions
H 4! R ' about the state of rail
moving forward, Honolulu
HONGALLY AUTHORITY %= RAPID TRANSFORTATION Authority for Rapid
Transportation (HART)
Board Chairwoman Carrie Okinaga responded to the

recent Supreme Court Decision. According to Okinaga,
the State and the City followed the State Historic

RS UPDATE

Preservation Division’s long-standing interpretation of
its rules to allow the subsurface AlS work to proceed

by sections. Although the lower court agreed with that
interpretation, the Supreme Court disagreed with this
interpretation and past practice. They ruled that the City
should complete the AIS work for all four sections of the
project.

Okinaga says the HART Board is committed to fully
complying with the Supreme Court ruling. The AIS work
has already been completed in construction sections 1
and 2 and the AIS work in sections 3 and 4 will continue.
HART is pleased that the Supreme Court ruled that

the City and State gave full consideration to cultural
and historic values and that the court upheld the rail
project’s Environmental Impact Statement under State
law. They fully intend to move the project forward while
operating in full compliance with all laws. Although the
delay in construction will add costs (the total has yet to
be determine), HART does have contingency funds to
cover them.

They intend to follow the City charter in a manner that
is responsible to taxpayers and respectful of Honolulu’s
cultural resources. The Board has since directed the
CEO to fully comply with the Supreme Court ruling and
take the necessary steps to complete the AlS, including
design and engineering.

HONOLULU BOARD OF REALTORS®
2012 CITY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE PURPOSE: To advocate on issues important to the Honolulu Board of
REALTORS®, influence legislative and regulatory policies to protect private property
rights and which impact the real estate industry on Oahu.

CHAIR: Cynthia Manabe, R, ABR, GRI

V. Elise Lee, RA, SFR
Sandwich Isles Realty, Inc.

MEMBERS:

Beverly Amaral, RA
Elite Pacific Properties, LLC

Jennifer Andews, R

Primary Properties Inc.

Riley Hakoda, R, ABR, GRI, SFR
Pier Management—Hawaii LLC
Martha T. Kersting, R, GRI
International Realty Service &
Consultants

Derek Lau, R, e-PRO, RSPS,
SFR, SRES

Real Estate Specialists

Jack Legal, R, CRS

Legal Realty

Diane Leslie, R, CRS
Concepts Unlimited, Inc.

Realty Laua LLC

Karin Moody, R

Prudential Advantage Realty
Joe Paikai, R, GRI, SRES
Keller Williams Realty

Randy Prothero, R, ABR, AHWD,
CRS, e-PRO, GRI, SFR
Century 21 Liberty Homes
Earle Shiroma, R, e-PRO
West Hawaii REALTORS® LLC
Jack Tyrrell, R

Jack Tyrrell & Company

Bob Vieira, R

Bob Vieira Realty, LLC
Edmund Wong, R, CRB, CRS
First Capital Realty One

HBR DIRECTOR OF
GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS &
STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT:
Nelson Higa



