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CITY COUNCIL HEARING SCHEDULE
Wednesday, November 14

9 A.M.
2 PM.

City Council - morning session
City Council - afternoon session

Tuesday, November 27
9:30 a.m. Safety, Economic Development &
Government Affairs: Chair - TBD

10:30 a.m. Parks and Cultural Affairs: Chair -
Tom Berg
1:30 p.m. Executive Matters and Legal Affairs:

Chair - Romy Cachola

Wednesday, November 28

9:00 a.m. Budget: Chair — Ann Kobayashi

1:00 p.m. Public Works & Sustainability: Chair
- Stanley Chang

Thursday, November 29

9:00 a.m. Zoning and Planning: Chair - lkaika
Anderson

1:00 a.m. Transportation: Chair — Breene
Harimoto

City Holidays

Monday, November 12 - Veteran's Day
Thursday, November 22 - Thanksgiving

Cachola Resigns from City Council

Council Member Romy Cachola tendered his
resignation from the Honolulu City Council becausz
of his election to the House of Representatives

in the Primary Elections on August 11, 2012.

The state Constitution states that the term of a
member of the Legislature begiins on the day ne

or she is elected, which is interpreted as General
Election Day, November 6, 2012. His last day as
councilmember was October 31, 2012. Cachola
expressed sincere gratitude towards his colleagues
on the City Council, the city legislative branch,
Mayor Peter Carlisle, the city administration, his
Council staff, and his constituents for their support
over the years. Cachola served two four-year terms,
the maximum number of years for city council
members due to term limits. He narrowly beat his
Democratic opponent during the primary despite
his extensive name recognition within the district.

Rental Assistance Receives Attention

In anticipation of the City’s sale of affordable
rental housing inventory, Council Chair Ernie Martin
and Budget Chair Ann Kobayashi introduced Bill

69 to modify requirements concerning the rental
assistance fund. The bill would allow proceeds from
the sale of any property interest in a city affordable
housing project to be deposited into the rental
assistance fund. In addition, eligible applicants
defined in the ordinance would be expanded to
include any single person or family displaced
resulting from the sale of any property interest in

a city affordable housing project. Finally the bill
would transfer administration of the rental fund
from the Department of Housing and Community
Development (DHCD) to the Department of Budget
and Fiscal Services.

Rail Lawsuit Dismisses Most of Claims but Still
Impacts Moving Forward
Honolulu’s rail project is still

in limbo following a recent
federal court decision detailed
in a 45-page ruling. The City
indicated satisfaction with the
judge’s ruling which favored the
City on 20 of the 23 remaining
issues and flatly rejected the vast majority of

the plaintiff’s claims. The City believes that the
project remains on course despite remaining
challenges. On all the major issues, the City
believes that they successfully showed that the
project properly conducted the required analyses
and environmental studies. The ruling underscores
the fact that the majority of alternatives were
given proper consideration, including bus rapid
transit (BRT), at-grade light rail and managed
lanes. The City expects to examine the ruling to
determine what further course of action is needed.
“This ruling does not stop the rail project that

is so critical to our island’s future,” said Mayor
Peter Carlisle. “In fact, the court dismissed the
bulk of the plaintiffs’ accusations and upheld the
project’s Environmental Impact Statement. We are
confident that a reasonable remedy can address
the remaining issues in a timely manner. Today's
ruling will require further analysis, but the bottom
line is that the project can and should continue
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moving forward.”

Bill 71 Amends Lighting
Ordinance
City Council Member lkaika
Anderson has introduced
Bill 71 which would amend
the requirements for street
lighting fixtures in an effort
to minimize light pollution
and glare. Beginning on
July 1, 2013, all new and
\ Sreplacement municipal
street lighting installed
by the Department of
Transportation Services (DTS) would need to be
full-cutoff or semi-cutoff lighting fixtures. The
bill would not apply to any =xisting street lighting
fixture installed, or plannec and approved by DTS
prior to July 1, 2013. However if the lighting were
to subsequently become inoperable, it would
need to comply with the new law. Illumination
and uniform design criteria would follow the
recommendations of the llluminating Engineering
Society of North America.

“Full-cutoff” means the street lighting fixture is
constructed so that all of the light emitted by the
fixture is projected below the horizontal plane of
the lowest point of the f|xture Semi-cutoff” means
the street lighting

so that at least ninety ' :
percent of the light

is projected below
the horizontal plane
of the lowest point of
the fixture.

Commercial Recycling Residue Discount Faces
Termination

In a continuing effort to demonstrate fiscal
accountability, Budget Chair Ann Kobayashi has
introduced Bill 61 which would end financial
support to private, commercial recycling companies
disposing of recycling residue at H-POWER or

the Waimanalo Gulch Sanitary Landfill. While

the Director of Budget and Fiscal Services

and the Deputy Director of the Department of
Environmental Services testified in support of the
bill, Schnitzer Steel Hawaii provided comments
reminding the City Council about efforts in 2011
to find a compromise policy that demonstrated
the importance of recycling as a public policy. At
that time, the City Council agreed to the gradual
elimination of the recycling residue discount.
Elimination of the discount by way of a sliding
scale over three years was designed to allow
Schnitzer and other recyclers the time to make
gradual adjustments to operations and ease the
transition on suppliers and the public.

According to Schnitzer, the recycling residue
discount is something that helps recyclers weather
the ups and downs in the global markets while
continuing to offer recycling services at the same
levels. However, budget shortfalls and recent efforts
to restore bus service have prompted the City
Council to take action to address community need.
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