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CITY AFFAIRS UPDATE

KEEPING HONOLULU REALTORS® INFORMED & INVOLVED IN HBR’S PUBLIC POLICY AGENDA
CITY COUNCIL HEARING SCHEDULE

Wednesday, December 5
9 A.M. City Council - morning session
2 PM. City Council - afternoon session

* City Council committee hearings will resume in
January 2013 after the swearing in of new council
members. Committee assignments will follow.

City Holidays
Tuesday, December 25 - Christmas Day

Clty to HoId General Plan Meetings

The Department of Planning
and Permitting (DPP)

gwill present its proposed
Mchanges to the Oahu General
4Plan at community meetings
in December and January.
The first meeting will be

on Tuesday, December 4,
from 6-8 p.m. in McKinley
High School’s Hirata Hall. Registraticn tegins at
5:30 p.m. The second meeting is set for Thursday,
December 6, from 6:30-8:30 p.n. in the Mililani
Middle School Cafeteria. Registretion begins at 6
p.m. A third meeting in Windward Oahu will be held
on Monday, January 14, from 6:320-8:30 p.m. in the
Castle High School Cafeteria. Registration begins at
6 p.m.

The General Plan is a comprehensive statement
of objectives and policies that sets forth the
long-range desires of Oahu’s residents, ana the
strategies to achieve them. The Public Review
Draft updates objectives and policies related to
Oahu’s overall growth, the economy, affordable
housing, and sustainability. DPP and consultant
Helber Hastert & Fee will provide an overview of
the Public Review Draft Plan and field questions
and comments at these community meetings.
The public will have additional opportunities to
comment on the plan at public hearings to be
held by the Honolulu Planning Commission and
Honolulu City Council. The hearings are expected to
be held later next year.

The Public Review Draft is available at http://dev.
honoluludpp.org/Planning/GeneralPlan.aspx. To
sign up for email updates, visit the DPP website at
http://dev.honoluludpp.org.

Bill 75 Allows for Hotels Outside Resort Areas
The Department of Planning and Permitting

has proposed an amendment to the Land Use
Ordinance (LUO), relating to hotels. The proposed
LUO amendment would allow limited service hotels
in the BMX-3 Community Business Mixed-Use
Districts if certain standards are met. Limited
service hotels would be permitted as a matter

of right up to 180 units. If more than 180 units
are proposed, a Conditional Use Permit (Major)
would be required. In addition, such hotels will be
limited to the Primary Urban Center Development
Plan, Ewa Development Plan, or the Central Oahu
Sustainable Communities Plan areas established
by Chapter 24, Revised Ordinances of Honolulu.
The Department initiated this LUO amendment
proposal to address a need in the City for limited
service hotels.

The Planning Commission held a public hearing

on October 31, 2012, on the subject matter. Two
people testified and four written testimonies were
received. On October 31, 2012, the Planning
Commission recommended approval of the
request with the conditions recommended by the
Acting Director of the Department of Planning

and Permitting. According to the DPP proposal,
when eating or drinking establishments, meeting
facilities, retail establishments or other commercial
establishments are on the same zoning lot, these
uses would be treated as separate permitted

uses for purposes of this Chapter (i.e., the LUO).
Multi-family dwellings and hotel uses would not be
permitted on the same floor level. And no hotel unit
could be used as a time share or transient vacation
unit.

According to the City, the LUO currently allows
hotels in the Resort District, the Resort Mixed-Use
Precinct, and the BMX4 Central Business Mixed-
Use District, and makes them subject to Article 5
standards within the 1-2 and IMX-1 Districts (which
are in the vicinity of the Honolulu International

Continues on back.



E‘Honolulu Board of REALTORS®

CITY AFFAIRS UPDATE

CONTINUED

Airport). This has long served as appropriate public
policy. But, there is now latent demand for allowing
lower intensity, appropriately scaled hotel facilities

that do not offer the same level of amenities as

full service hotels do, and which may be located in

other than resort districts.

The City’s General Plan has catered to Resort
Districts for the destination traveler seeking
luxury hotel accommodations and services. Lower
intensity hotels (limited service hotels) will cater
more to the non-destination, non-tourist, and family
or business-oriented travelers who may require
extended stays in areas located near business
districts or attractions like colleges or universities,
and regional parks such as the Waipio soccer
complex. Policymakers will decide whether to
permit such smaller scaled hotels, and if they are
to be allowed, identify the development standards
and permissible zoning districts for hotels to be
built.

Full Funding Grant Agreement Meets Final Hurdle.
On December 5, 2012, the City Council adopts
Resolution 12 — 322.The full funding grant
agreement with the Federal Transit Authority which
was submitted to Congress for the mandatory 30-
day Congressional waiting period. After decades

of debate and years of studies and planning, rail

is just months away from securing an agreement
with federal officials for $1.55 billion dollars. Rail
supporters have long believed that the project will
boost our local economy in the short- and long-
term and create construction jobs that will get local
workers off the bench. That economic activity will
also create jobs in other sectors such as retail,
services, food and entertainment. Ironically, rail
critic David Shapiro, in his column which ran
recently in the Honolulu Star Advertiser wrote: “as
a result of the election, the unmistakable bottom
line is that the $5.26 billion Oahu rail project has a
clear green light...obstruction for obstruction’s sake
in the hope of achieving a death by a thousand cuts
is unproductive in the new political reality and will
only run up costs to taxpayers.”

Opponents of the rail project say there’s a chance
the court may issue a permanent injunction

that would Kill the project. But considering

that the court has already thrown out 54 or 57
claims the most serious challenges and rejected
the opponents’ preferred alternatives, the
administration believes that it is unlikely that the
court would act in such a drastic manner. Instead,
it appears more likely that any remedies for the
three outstanding issues would be along the lines
of requiring the City and HART to provide more
detailed explanations of why certain decisions were
made and to provide extensive plans to show how
the project will proceed.

The court will consider three points that can all be
addressed by HART prior to work resuming after
the archaeological inventory survey is completed,
along with all of the administrative work that
entails. Barring a permanent injunction by the
court, which appears unlikely based on the nature
of the issues that need to be resolved, the city
must not risk foregoing funds for this fiscal year.
Passing this resolution will ensure that the City is
well positioned to receive the funding for this year.
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