
to retrieve their belongings as required in the bill would likely 
violate the Equal Protection Clause and, as a practical matter, 
means that seizure of property has the same impact as immediate 
destruction of property (which was ruled unconstitutional in 
California).

Mayor Submits Budget Proposal

Mayor Kirk Caldwell submitted the 
operating and capital improvements (CIP) 
budgets for City Council consideration 
and adoption while the City faces many 
challenges to funding its programs and 
operations for FY 2014 and beyond. 
According to the Mayor, legislation moving 
through the State Legislature could strip 
the City of revenue from the Transient 

Accommodations Tax (TAT) and the Public Utility Franchise Tax. 
While these tax revenues account for less than four percent of the 
City’s total budget, the proposed losses could exceed $50 million 
which would significantly affect core services. 

Also, uncertainty over the effects of federal cut backs due to 
sequestration also looms over the administration’s budget 
proposal. Amidst these funding uncertainties, the Mayor believes 
the City’s economy is poised for recovery which includes capital 
improvement projects (CIP) that shore up infrastructure, such as 
roads and sewers. The proposed CIPs  will add jobs and dollars to 
the local economy just in time to soften the blow from any loss of 
federal funds to Hawaii as a result of sequestration.

The Mayor prepared the budget with a view to meet the 
Administration’s five policy initiatives:

•	 Bus service restoration.
•	 Road repaving, maintenance and preservation.
•	 Parks improvements.
•	 Sewer and infrastructure repair and mainte-

nance.
•	 Build rail better.

The proposed FY 2014 operating budget is $2.089 billion 
representing an increase of 6.4 percent over FY 2013. After 
several years of fiscal restraint, hiring freezes, and pay reductions, 
the budget reflects an investment in Oahu island work force, an 
expectation that capital investment in the local economy will 
expand Oahu’s tax base and a policy shift that makes community 
needs a high priority. The administration will continue to focus on 
core services - public safety, refuse collection, sewer maintenance, 
bus services, road maintenance and all 

The Mayor’s priorities include:
•	 Road maintenance 

and preservation ($3 
million).

•	 Bus service restora-
tion ($3.5 million).

•	 $5.5 million for the 
Charter-mandated 
Grants in Aid 

•	 $ 5 million for Rental Assistance Fund.
•	 Upgrade radios for Honolulu Police and Fire De-

partments ($5.1 million)

CITY COUNCIL HEARING SCHEDULE

Wednesday, March 20 
9 A.M.		  City Council – morning session
2 P.M.		  City Council – afternoon session

Monday, March 25
9:00 a.m.	 Public Safety and Economic Development: Chair 

Carol Fukunaga
10:30 a.m.	 Parks :  Chair Joey Manahan
1:00 p.m.	 Executive Matters and Legal Affairs:  Chair Ron 

Menor

Wednesday, March 27
9:00 a.m. 	 Budget:  Chair Ann Kobayashi
1:00 p.m.	 Public Works & Sustainability: Chair Stanley 		
		  Chang

Thursday, March 28
9:00 a.m.	 Zoning and Planning:  Chair Ikaika Anderson
1:00 p.m.	 Transportation: Chair Breene Harimoto
2:30 p.m.	 Intergovernmental Affairs and Human Resources: 

Chair Kymberly Marcos Pine

City Holiday Schedule
Tuesday, March 26 – Prince Kuhio Day
Friday, March 29 – Good Friday

Bill 74 Waits for Mayor Approval
In 2012, Councilmember Stanley Chang introduced Bill 74 (2012) 
to amend the building code. The bill would allow all stairway 
doors that are locked to prevent entry from the stairway side to 
be automatically unlocked upon a signal from the fire command 
center when the fire alarm system is activated or there is a power 
failure.  The changes are consistent with the intent of the National 
Fire Protection Association that pertains to Stair Enclosures. 
The amendment solves the problem of unauthorized entry to 

full floor single tenant apartments and 
condominiums and provides safety and 
security if the fire alarm is activated 
inadvertently or illegally. But it assures 
that the doors can be unlocked during 
emergencies at the command center 
typically controlled by the fire department 
or law enforcement agency.

Bill Attempts to Clean Up Sidewalks
Bill 7 (2013) declares that objects placed, constructed, maintained, 
etc. on sidewalks to be nuisances and allows the Director of the 
Department of Facility Maintenance to immediately remove a 
sidewalk nuisance, while protecting the City and City workers from 
any liability for loss or damage of a sidewalk-nuisance. The bill 
has passed first reading and goes back to committee for further 
discussion.

The American Civil Liberties 
Union testified in opposition 
to the bill finding problems 
with enforcement which 
could result in violations 
of the First, Fourth, and 
Fourteenth Amendments. 

They also testified that requiring homeless individuals to pay $200 
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•	 Upgrade the Enterprise Resource Planning sys-
tem ($2.6 million).

•	 Restoration of salary rates in place as of June 
30, 2009.

•	 Additional salary funding for Customer Services 
Department for the Motor Vehicle and State ID 
programs.

•	 Additional staff for Department of Budget and 
Fiscal Services for procurement activities to 
meet Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
consent decree mandates.

•	 Additional staff for Department of Design and 
Construction to manage capital projects, in-
cluding wastewater environmental mandates 
and road rehabilitation.

•	 Additional staff for Department of Planning 
and Permitting to improve plan review due to 
increased numbers of large building projects 
expected over the next four years.

Bus Service Restored

Mayor Kirk Caldwell, Transportation Services Director Michael 
Formby, and Oahu Transportation Services President/CEO Roger 
Morton announced a series of improvements to TheBus service 
which will begin this month.  According to the Mayor, “The 
changes to TheBus routes and frequencies last year produced 
mixed results.  There were some positives, including service on 
Kapahulu Avenue and Kapiolani Boulevard, and UH-Manoa to 
KCC. But longer wait times between buses and overcrowding 
affected riders across the island. Some locations became difficult 
to reach at all, especially remote locations late at night and early 
in the morning.”  

The Mayor’s plan is to reverse the cuts that caused the greatest 
hardship while keeping the positive changes. In March, two routes 
needed by TheBus riders on the Leeward Coast and in town will 
be fixed. Then in May, the City will roll out more improvements on 
the windward side, along School Street, in East Honolulu, Waikiki, 
and Manoa, and improve U.H. Manoa service before the new 
school year in August. The improvements previously implemented 
in December 2012 cost approximately $600,000 in FY2013. The 
2013 changes will cost approximately $3.5M in FY2014.

Improvements to the following routes will go into effect on March 
23rd:

·	 CountryExpress Route C (Makaha to Kapolei to Ala 
Moana Center) 

o	 Restore weekend and holiday service 
frequencies from every 60 minutes under the 
cuts to every 30 minutes.

·	 Route 14 (St. Louis Heights via Waialae Ave to 
Maunalani Heights) 

o	 Restore weekday peak service from St. Louis to 
Maunalani via Waialae from every 108 minutes 
to every 40 minutes; more frequent transfers. 

o	 Restore original Diamond Head route for 
weekday off-peak and weekend service; restore 
frequencies from 108 minutes to 60 minutes.

CITY AFFAIRS UPDATE
CONTINUED

Improvements to the following routes will go into effect in 
May:

·	 CountryExpress Route C (Makaha to Kapolei to Ala 
Moana Center) 

o	 Restore weekday mid-day service from every 
45 minutes to every 30 minutes.

·	 Route 55 (Ala Moana Center via Kaneohe to 
Haleiwa) 

o	 Improve mid-day service frequencies from 
every 60 minutes to every 45 minutes.

·	 Route 1L (Kalihi to Hawaii Kai) 
o	 Extend Route 1L to provide limited-stop 

service along the School Street corridor 
previously served by Route B.

·	 Route 2L (Kalihi to Waikiki) 
o	 Add additional weekday peak hour trips.

·	 Route 5 (Manoa to Ala Moana Center) 
o	 Improve morning peak hour frequencies 

from every 60 minutes to every 30 minutes.

Improvement to the following route will take place in August:

·	 Route 13 (Liliha via Waikiki to UH-Mânoa) 
o	 Restore service frequency to from every 20 

minutes to every 15 minutes.
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