
			   Wahiawa District Park
Thursday, May 16	 Kapolei	Kapolei Hale
Monday, May 20	 Windward Kaneohe Community 	
			   Center
Wednesday, May 22	 Kalihi Farrington High School 		
			   Cafeteria
			 
Voters to Receive Neighborhood Board Ballot Passcodes

The Neighborhood Commission Office has mailed passcodes 
to 180,000 eligible voters who may cast ballots online for 
contested seats on the 2013-2015 Neighborhood Boards.  
Voters may use the codes to cast ballots on their own 
computers from April 26 to May 17. The City will also make 
computers available to the public for voting during this period, 
on the second floor of the Mission Memorial Building beside 
Honolulu Hale and in Kapolei Hale’s Conference Room D, from 
8:00 am to 4:30 pm on weekdays until voting ends on May 17.

Voters who can’t access the internet or the public computers 
may cast ballots by telephone using information included in the 
mailing. Election results will be announced shortly after voting 
concludes. Newly elected board members assume office on July 
1, 2013.  Candidate profiles and photos are posted at: www1.
honolulu.gov/nco.  For more information, visit the NCO website 
at www1.honolulu.gov/nco or call 768-3716.

Federal Officials Reaffirm Commitment to Funding Rail

The City and County of Honolulu received further assurance 
that federal funding for Honolulu’s rail transit project 
remains firmly on track during a meeting with the U.S. 
Secretary of transportation. Mayor Kirk Caldwell along with 
City Council Chairman Ernie Martin, Honolulu Authority for 
Rapid Transportation (HART) Executive Director and CEO 
Dan Grabauskas, and HART Board Chair Carrie Okinaga met 
in Washington, D.C. with Secretary Ray LaHood and Federal 
Transit Administration Administrator Peter Rogoff.  LaHood and 
Rogoff reiterated their strong commitment to the Full Funding 
Grant Agreement for the rail project.

“I was honored to meet U.S. Transportation Director LaHood 
and FTA Administrator Rogoff for the first time as mayor,” 
Caldwell said. “We’re grateful for their commitment to the 
Honolulu rail transit project through the recent signing of the 
$1.55 billion federal funding agreement. We intend to continue 
our strong relationship with our federal partners, including 
our Hawaii congressional delegation, in moving this important 
project forward.” 

According to Council Chair Martin, “Transportation Secretary 
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CITY COUNCIL HEARING SCHEDULE

Wednesday, May 8 
9 A.M.		  City Council – morning session
2 P.M.		  City Council – afternoon session

Tuesday, May 14
9:o0 a.m.	 Public Safety and Economic Development: Chair 

Carol Fukunaga
10:30 a.m.	 Parks :  Chair Joey Manahan
1:00 p.m.	 Executive Matters and Legal Affairs:  Chair Ron 

Menor

Wednesday, May 15
9:00 a.m. 	 Budget:  Chair Ann Kobayashi
1:00 p.m.	 Public Works & Sustainability: Chair Stanley 		
		  Chang

Thursday, May 16
9:00 a.m.	 Zoning and Planning:  Chair Ikaika Anderson
1:00 p.m.	 Transportation: Chair Breene Harimoto
2:30 p.m.	 Intergovernmental Affairs and Human Resources: 

Chair Kymberly Marcos Pine

City Holiday:	 Monday, May 27, Memorial Day

Mayor Hosts Community Meetings

Mayor Caldwell will host a series of town 
hall meetings that will be held across Oahu 
during the month of May. The meetings will 
include updates on the Mayor’s priorities 
and how they are addressed in the budget, 
and touch on issues specific to each 
community. He will be joined by cabinet 
members to provide information and field 

questions relating to his top priorities of fixing our roads, 
restoring TheBus service, investing in our sewer infrastructure, 
beautifying our parks, building rail better, and addressing 
homelessness. All meetings will be held from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m. 

DATE	 COMMUNITY	 LOCATION
Thursday, May 2	 Aiea/Pearl City				  
			   Highlands Intermediate 			
			   School
Monday, May 6		 Honolulu Kaimuki High School 		
			   Cafeteria
Thursday, May 9	 Wahiawa/Mililani 			 
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LaHood assured us that Honolulu’s rail project has the strong 
support of the U.S. Department of Transportation and that 
he has committed the FTA to honoring the Full Funding Grant 
Agreement.”  Grabauskas commented that the series of 
meetings went extremely well and underscored the strong 
commitment across the board to moving Oahu’s rail project 
forward. “With our archaeological survey work completed 
and our additional studies done, we look forward to resuming 
construction later this year and to delivering the rail system on 
time and on budget.”

The group of City leaders also met with the Deputy Assistant 
to the President for Urban Affairs and Economic Mobility, the 
Hawaii Congressional Delegation, and members and staff from 
the U.S. Senate and House transportation and appropriations 
committees.

Funding Designated for IAL Mapping

Farmers testified in support 
of the continued funding of 
the Important Agricultural 
Lands Study, Phase II, which 
is included in Bill 11, the 
fiscal year 2014 operating 
budget.  The Department of 

Planning and Permitting is proceeding with mapping Important 
Agricultural Lands (IAL), as mandated by Chapter 205, HRS. 
However, the project has been only partially funded. To 
complete the project, additional funding is necessary. 
Specifically, DPP will need $300,000 for Phase II.  Members of 
the Ag Development Task Force who serve on the DPP advisory 
group have commented that there has been significant 
progress which should not be delayed due to lack of funding.  
The agriculture community is patiently waiting to move the 
final IAL maps forward to the State Land Use Commission for 
action. Once designated, landowners of IAL lands will be 
eligible for financial benefits, and the designation will enhance 
the “bright line” between agriculture and urbanization. IAL 
designation is intended to support the long-term viability of 
agriculture on Oahu and fulfill Hawaii’s 1978 state constitution 
mandate.

Bulky Item Enforcement to Begin

Starting May 1, the City Department of Environmental Services 
(ENV) will be taking steps to increase enforcement of bulky 
item violations. City ordinance prohibits the premature set out 
of refuse and repeat offenses may result in a citation issued to 
the property owners with a fine up to $250 per offense.  Bulky 
items should be placed at the curb fronting your own property 
and not obstructing the sidewalk by 6 am on the specified 
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day of collection and no earlier that the evening before. 
Collection crews service each area over a 3-4 day period, 
but items must be set out on the first day to ensure pick 
up. Bulky items include furniture, mattresses, bed frames, 
box springs, rolled and fastened carpet, appliances (doors 
removed or secured), and minor repair/remodeling material 
not greater than one cubic yard.

Bills Target Smoking

Bills 24, 25 and 28 all expand the prohibited smoking areas 
on Oahu and clarify the kuleana of the city to prohibit 
smoking on properties that they manage. Bill 25 introduced 
by Councilmember Ikaika Anderson would prohibit smoking 
within City parks including golf courses. Bill 28 introduced 
by Councilmember Ron Menor would prohibit smoking 
at official City bus stops.  Testimony was in overwhelming 
support for the measures. Most believe that all residents 
of Oahu deserve to have their beaches and parks free of 
cigarette litter, not just those who visit Sandy Beach Park 
and the South Shore parks and beaches covered by the 
recently passed Bill 72. Bills will go to second reading for 
consideration by City Council.

CHAIR:  
V. Elise Lee, RA, SFR 
Sandwich Isles Realty, Inc.

MEMBERS:

Beverly Amaral, RA 
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Riley Hakoda, R, ABR, GRI, 
SFR 
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Karin Moody, R 
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Joe Paikai, R, GRI, SRES 
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Earle Shiroma, R, e-PRO 
West Hawaii REALTORS® LLC
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Bob Vieira Realty, LLC
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HONOLULU BOARD OF REALTORS®

2013 CITY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE PURPOSE: To advocate on issues important to the Honolulu 
Board of REALTORS®, influence legislative and regulatory policies to protect 
private property rights and which impact the real estate industry on Oahu.


