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CITY COUNCIL HEARING SCHEDULE

Wednesday, Oct. 9
9:00 A.M. City Council — morning session

2:00 P.M. City Council — afternoon session

Tuesday, Oct. 29

9:00 a.m. Public Safety and Economic Development: Chair
Carol Fukunaga

10:30 A.M. Parks : Chair Joey Manahan

1:00 P.M. Executive Matters and Legal Affairs: Chair Ron

Menor

Wednesday, Oct. 30

9:00 a.m. Budget: Chair Ann Kobayashi
1:00 p.m. Public Works & Sustainability: Chair Stanley
Chang

Thursday, Oct. 31

9:00 A.M. Zoning and Planning: Chair Ikaika Anderson
1:00 P.M. Transportation: Chair Breene Harimoto
2:30 P.M. Intergovernmental Affairs and Human Resources:

Chair Kymberly Marcos Pine
Bill 58 Addresses Canopies by Homeless
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Bill 58 would prohibit affixing
personal property to City and
County of Honolulu property
including canopies and tents set
up by the homeless which are
tied to polls or other property.
o According to the legislative intent
of the bill, public property should
be accessible and available to residents and the public at-large for
its intended uses. The unauthorized affixing of personal property
onto public property interferes with the rights of other members
of the public to use public property for its intended purposes and
can create a public health and safety hazard that adversely affects
residential and commercial areas.

The purpose of Bill 58 is to maintain public areas in clean, sanitary,
and accessible condition, to prevent harm to the health or safety
of the public, prevent the misappropriation of public property for
personal use, and promote the public health, safety and general
welfare by ensuring that public property remains readily accessible
for its intended uses. Advocates of the homeless are already
challenging the constitutionality of the bill since it specifies how
the City would be able to remove personal property of violators.

County Leaders Head to Annual Rail Conference

INVOLVED IN HBR’S PUBLIC POLICY AGENDA

Rail-Volution is pitched as a conference for people who want

to engage in thoughtful discussion about building livable
communities with transit. Hosted from Oct. 20 to 23 in Seattle,
Washington, attendees include citizen activists, developers,
business leaders, planners, local elected officials, transit operators,
government officials and more. Every year, the conference brings
together people from more than 300 communities, towns and
regions of all sizes and shapes, to share ideas and breakthroughs,
frustrations and inspiration. With more than 75 workshops,
networking events, charrettes and toolbox sessions, Rail-Volution
brings together some of the best minds on livability in the country
and the world, presenting concrete examples and dialogue to
illustrate the rediscovery of community that is sweeping the
country.

Rail-Volution started in 1989 as a series of outreach and advocacy
events geared towards developing real advocates for the Portland
metropolitan region’s MAX Light Rail System. At the conference

in 1994, Congressman Earl Blumenauer (District 3, Oregon)
announced that in 1995, Rail-Volution would become a national
conference. At that point, Rail-Volution acted as a loose federation
of sponsoring Partners and Affiliates, united by common interests
and dedication. In the year 2000, the National Steering Committee
realized the need for a more formal organization, and a strategic
planner was brought in to assist this process. The National Steering
Committee then decided to develop Rail-Volution into a 501(c)

(3) non-profit charitable organization. The nonprofit boasts an
extensive resource list of helpful links for attendees and other
interested rail advocates (http://www.railvolution.org/resources/

helpful-links).

Bill Defines Nuisance Trees and Allows for Removal
Picture courtesy of The

Honolulu Star-Advertiser L .
- R m This Bill 57 is an amendment to

City Ordinance 13-9, dubbed

the “Genji Kawamoto Law,” and

# is intended to expand upon the
City’s ability to address nuisance
trees and other private property
issues. Current ordinances
already authorize City officials to
protect health, safety, and property from nuisance trees on private
property. Chapter 27, the Housing Code, empowers city officials
to take action against private landowners, when their property
poses a “nuisance” to others. Currently, Chapter 27 defines a
“nuisance,” establishes a procedure for city officials to take action
against private landowners, and provides for an appeals process
for landowners to protect their private property interests from the
potential over-reach of government. Bill 57, however, specifically
adds “nuisance trees” to the Kawamoto ordinance which
addresses weeds, garbage, trash and waste on private property.
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As defined in the bill, “Nuisance Tree” means any tree that meets
one of the following criteria:
e Any tree or its debris causing a hazard to public safety by
reason of its location or condition
e Any tree obstructing the free passage of pedestrian or
vehicular traffic on a public street or sidewalk or a public
right-of-way or which obstructs public street lighting
e Any tree causing obvious physical damage to a private or
public structure, including but not limited to a: sidewalk,
curb, road, driveway, parking lot, building foundation, or
roof, except a private structure owned by the owners of the
property on which the tree is situated
e Any tree harboring pests that may reasonably be expected
to injure or harm public trees

Resolution Offers Eminent Domain Charter Amendment

According to Resolution 13-221, the City may acquire private
property by eminent domain for a public purpose, such as
construction of public parks, roads, and utility systems, or for
economic revitalization. The City Council has the authority, by
resolution, to determine and declare the necessity of taking
property for public purposes and permits the Council to override
any Mayoral veto of such a resolution. While most condemnation
proceedings are initiated by the City

Administration, the Council may of its own accord initiate
proceedings to acquire private property for the City through
eminent domain, subject to payment of just compensation,
regardless of whether of the position of the administration.

The Council has encountered difficulties with eminent domain
proceedings because the roles of City agencies for proceedings
along with the timelines, are not established.

The Council, therefore, proposes that the following question be
placed on the 2014 general election ballot:

“Should the Revised Charter of the City be amended

to provide that the steps necessary to acquire private
property through eminent domain (condemnation) shall
commence by the City Administration within 90 days of the
Council’s adoption of a resolution for such action?”

Additionally, new language to the charter would state:

The mayor or the mayor’s designated department shall
commence with the necessary steps to acquire private
property through eminent domain within 90 days of adoption
of a resolution by the council designating real property to be
acquired by the city through eminent domain. The council
may, by ordinance, establish procedures, steps, and additional
timeframes for acquiring property through eminent domain.

Oahu Compliant with Federal Identification Act

The City & County of Honolulu Customer Services Department

RS UPDATE

Drivers Licensing Division worked with the State Department of

Transportation to comply with the mandates of the federal REAL
ID Act. The State of Hawaii’s enhanced requirements for Driver’s
Licenses and State Identification Cards have been deemed as fully
compliant with the Real ID Act of 2005, following a review and
certification by the Department of Homeland Security.

New identification requirements to prove “Legal Presence,”
confirming that a person is either a U.S. citizen or is legally
authorized to be in the United States, for state-issued Driver’s
Licenses took effect in Hawaii on March 5, 2012, and for State
Identification Cards on January 2, 2013, to conform with the
Real ID Act. With this federal certification, Hawaii now officially
meets the standards of the Real ID Act, which creates uniform
requirements for all state-issued identification cards nationwide.

For information on the required documents under the REAL ID act,
please visit the city’s interactive document guide: http://www]1.
honolulu.gov/csd/vehicle/applications.htm. Residents can avoid

avoid the lines by viewing live cameras at all the DMVs (during
business hours only): http://www3.honolulu.gov/csddlline/.
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