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KEEPING HONOLULU REALTORS®INFORMED &

CITY COUNCIL HEARING SCHEDULE

Wednesday, Nov. 13
9:00 a.m. City Council — morning session
2:00 p.m. City Council — afternoon session

Tuesday, Nov. 19

9:00 a.m. Public Safety and Economic Development: Chair
Carol Fukunaga

10:30 a.m. Parks : Chair Joey Manahan

1:00 p.m. Executive Matters and Legal Affairs: Chair Ron

Menor

Wednesday, Nov. 20
9:00 a.m. Budget: Chair Ann Kobayashi

1:00 p.m. Public Works & Sustainability: Chair Stanley
Chang

Thursday, Nov. 21

9:00 a.m. Zoning and Planning: Chair Ikaika Anderson

1:00 p.m. Transportation: Chair Breene Harimoto

2:30 p.m. Intergovernmental Affairs and Human Resources:
Chair Kymberly Marcos Pine

City Holidays

Monday, Nov. 11 — Veteran’s Day
Thursday, Nov. 28 — Thanksgiving Day

GET Surcharge nets HART $63.7 million for rail project

The Hawaii state tax

HAR ' department has informed the

s=========== Honolulu Authority for Rapid
Transportation (HART) that it
will receive more than $63.7 million in General Excise and Use Tax
(GET) surcharge revenue this quarter. The $63,791,074 collected
for the project from July through September marks the highest
quarterly total received by HART to date.

HONCALILY AUTHORITY t= RAPD TRANSAOATATION

HART now has a total of $1.14 billion in surcharge revenue
collected for rail. Strong GET surcharge revenue coupled with

the $1.55 billion in federal funding that was secured last year

is keeping the City on the right track to deliver the project on
budget. According to HART Board Chairman lvan Lui-Kwan, they
are pleased with the strong revenue report. One of the most
important functions of any project is ensuring that funding is
secure. With the City’s federal Full Funding Grant Agreement now
in place and with strong GET revenues, the rail project is on solid
financial footing.

The half-percent GET surcharge for Oahu, which by law can only
be used for Honolulu’s rail system, began in January 2007 and is

INVOLVED IN HBR’S PUBLIC POLICY AGENDA

set to expire at the end of 2022. The surcharge is estimated to
fund nearly 70 percent of the project’s cost, with the remaining
balance to be paid for using federal funds. Currently the state
keeps 10 percent of the surcharge to cover administrative costs
associated with collection and disbursement of the fund. The City
administration attempts each year to recoup the millions of dollars
in lost revenue to perform a function that literally costs the state a
couple hundred thousand per year.

City Hosts TOD Symposium
Neal Blaisdell Center

Rail is back on track, and the City

is moving forward with community
improvements along the rail transit

= corridor, using Transit Oriented

g Development (TOD) principles to

® enhance our neighborhoods. Realtors
are encouraged to join the City on
Saturday, November 16, from 8:30 am to
2:30 pm at the Neal Blaisdell Center Pikake Room to help develop
an action agenda.

Mayor Kirk Caldwell and his team will roll out the City’s TOD
implementation strategy and potential catalytic projects. To share
the successful experiences of other cities, experts from across the
country will join the event:

Danny Pleasant - Transportation Director for the City
of Charlotte, North Carolina (picture courtesy of Urban
Land Institute)

~ Robin Hacke - Director of Capital Innovation at Living
| Cities (picture courtesy of Living Cities)

s Drusilla van Hengel - Planning Director at Alta
Planning + Design (picture courtesy of Alta Planning &
Design)

Together with local experts, participants will “talk story” on

how to move forward with TOD zoning, affordable and middle-
class housing, Complete Streets and park improvements, public
financing, and more. The afternoon will feature fun and interactive
activities to help generate design ideas and priority projects and
demonstrate how public spaces can be transformed with new
activities and amenities.
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Seating is limited, so early registration is encouraged by Thursday,
November 7, to reserve a space and a light lunch. This free event
is open to the public. For more information or to register, go to
www.todhonolulu.org.

TOD Wishes: What’s Your Vision?

Leading up to the event, the City invites the public to
participate in a digital “l wish...” community visioning
campaign. Take a photo of a street, building, park or
activity that captures what you like or would like to see
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therefrom shall be sufficient to make the department
self-supporting provided that rates and charges shall
not be fixed or adjusted to be effective retroactively.
Such revenues shall be sufficient to meet all necessary
current or future expenditures, including expenditures
for (a) operating and maintenance expenses; (b) repairs,
replacements, additions and extensions; (c) accident
reserve, pension charges and compensation insurance;
(d) payment of principal and interest on all bonds,
including reserves therefor, issued for the acquisition or
construction of waterworks and extensions thereto, and

(e) reserve funds under Section 7-1 12 of this charter. All

near your neighborhood rail station, or snap a shot of
something near a station location that you wish was
improved in some way. Post the photo to Instagram,
Twitter or Facebook (#todhonoluluwishes), or email it
to betterblockhawaii@gmail.com, with a caption that
completes this phrase: “l wish ____ (your idea) near the
____(your neighborhood) station.”

g e RN
Charter Amendment Proposed to Amend Board of Water Supply

Under the City Charter, the Board of Water Supply (BWS) is

a semi-autonomous City agency whose mission is to manage
Oahu’s municipal water supply and distribution system, with full
and complete authority to manage, control, and operate Oahu’s
water systems for the benefit of roughly one million customers.
Currently, the BWS has sole discretion to set water charges, while
the City Council sets charges and fees for nearly all other City
services. Recently, concerns have been raised regarding the billing
practices of the BWS, including allegations that the BWS has

used its rate-setting and billing authority for retroactive charges.
The Council believes that BWS fees should be set at the rates
necessary to ensure that the BWS will have sufficient revenues in
current and future years for its effective and efficient operation,
so it is prudent and in the best interest of the City to ensure that
Honolulu water users are not subject to retroactive billing through
the BWS'’s rate- and charge-setting authority.

Councilmember Kymberly Pine has introduced Resolution 13-
216 to amend Section 7-109 of the Charter referring to “Rates,
Revenues and Appropriations:”

“The board shall have the power to fix and adjust
reasonable rates and charges for the furnishing of water
and for water services so that the revenues derived

water furnished to the city or any department thereof
shall be charged to the respective departments and
collected at the regular rates established by the board.
There shall be no free water, except as authorized by
the state. The board may make appropriations for the
purposes stated in this section of the charter.”

HONOLULU BOARD OF REALTORS®
2013 CITY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE PURPOSE: To advocate on issues important to the Honolulu
Board of REALTORS?®, influence legislative and regulatory policies to protect
private property rights and which impact the real estate industry on Oahu.

CHAIR:
V. Elise Lee, RA, SFR
Sandwich Isles Realty, Inc.

MEMBERS:

Beverly Amaral, RA
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Jennifer Andrews, R
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SFR
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Martha T. Kersting, R, GRI
International Realty Service &
Consultants

Derek Lau, R, e-PRO, RSPS,
SFR, SRES

Real Estate Specialists

Jack M. Legal, R, CRS

Legal Realty

Darryl Macha, R, ABR, AHWD,
e-Pro, GRI, SFR,

Century21 All Islands

Cynthia Manabe, R, ABR, GRI
Realty Laua LLC

Karin Moody, R

Prudential Advantage Realty
Joe Paikai, R, GRI, SRES
Keller Williams Realty

Randy Prothero, R, ABR,
AHWD, CRS, e-PRO, GRI, SFR
Island Style Realty Inc,

Earle Shiroma, R, e-PRO
East to West Real Estate, LLC
Loren Tripoli R

Bob Vieira Realty, LLC

John “Jack’ Tyrrell, R

Jack Tyrrell & Company

Bob Vieira, R

Bob Vieira Realty, LLC
Edmund Wong, R, CRB, CRS
First Capital Realty One
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