
 
 

Bill 7 Modifies Tax Credit 
 

Councilmember Ann Kobayashi has introduced Bill 7 to 
refine the requirements regarding the real property tax 
credit for low-income homeowners. Currently, the IRS 
includes any IRA distribution, pension or annuity 
benefits, Railroad Retirement Act benefits, veterans 
disability pensions, federal Social Security and state 
unemployment insurance laws in its definition of 
“income.” Bill 7 would remove social security disability 
payments from the formula. The bill has passed first 
reading and now moves on to the Budget committee. 

 

City Attempts to Transition Affordable Housing 
 

 
Through the Honolulu Affordable Housing Preservation 
Initiative (HAHPI), the City is attempting to transition 
ownership and management of twelve City apartment 
complexes to private sector management. The projects 
include Bachelor’s Quarters, Chinatown Gateway Plaza, 
Chinatown Manor, Harbor Village, Kanoa Apartments, 
Kulana Nani Apartments, Manoa Gardens, Mann Tower, 
Pauahi Hale, Westlake Apartments, West Loch Village, 
and Winston Hale. A number of these projects are multi-
purpose projects consisting of not only rent-restricted 
dwelling units for low-and moderate income residents, 
but also unrestricted rental units for higher-income 
residents, commercial and retail space, parking and 
telecommunications facilities. Some properties are 
candidates for redevelopment. 
 
Bill 6 clarifies that any new Request for Proposals by the 
City may also encompass the entirety of each housing 
project which could include the various dwelling units 
and commercial space. The bill also confirms that that 
leases may include a redevelopment option with 
approval by city council. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

City Council Hearing Schedule     
 

 
Wednesday, February 17 
9:00 a.m. City Council – Morning Session 
2:00 p.m. City Council – Afternoon Session 

 
Tuesday, February 25 
9:00 a.m. Public Safety and Economic  
  Development: Chair Carol Fukunaga 
10:30 a.m. Parks: Chair Joey Manahan 
1:00 p.m. Executive Matters and Legal Affairs  
 Chair: Ron Menor 

 
Wednesday, February 26 
9:00 a.m. Zoning and Planning: Chair Ikaika 
  Anderson 
1:00 p.m. Transportation: Chair Breene Harimoto 
2:30 p.m. Intergovernmental Affairs and Human 
  Resources: Chair Kymberly Marcos 
  Pine  

 
Thursday, February 27 
9:00 a.m. Budget: Chair Ann Kobayashi 
1:00 p.m. Public Works & Sustainability: Chair 
  Stanley Ching 

 
City Holiday 
President’s Day – Monday, February 17 
 

 

New Nuisance Bill Pushes for Action 

 

Bill 8, introduced by council member Ann Kobayashi, 
authorizes the City to remove nuisances outside of a 
home. According to City Council, some properties 
accumulate large amounts of weeds, vegetation, junk, 
dead organic mailer, debris, garbage, offal, rat 
harborages, stagnant water, and other combustible 
materials. Council believes that these materials 
constitute fire, health or safety hazards, and that the 
removal of these “nuisances” is necessary. Bill 9 would 
allow the City to remove the nuisances if the property 
owners fails to do so. 



   

City Releases Affordable Housing Income Limits  
 

The Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP) has 
released the 2014 affordable housing income limits, 
which serves as a guideline in qualifying purchasers and 
renters for affordable units as part of Unilateral 
Agreement conditions adopted in zone change 
amendments. 
 
The affordable housing income limits are determined 
annually based on the annual median income set by the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD). This year, HUD determined that the city’s 
median income for a household of four is $82,600, down 
from $86,300 last year. 
 
The information is key because it is used by developers 
to set affordable homes sales prices and rents based on 
income groups and household size. Developers are 
typically required to provide a certain percentage of 
affordable units in a housing project when land is 
rezoned to permit the residential community.  
 
A complete list of the 2014 affordable housing income 
limits and maximum prices by income groups and 
household size is available at: http://bit.ly/1jGCFw5. 

 
New Economic Development Team Announced 

 

Mayor Caldwell announced the appointment of Linda 
Chu Takayama to lead the Office of Economic 
Development as Executive Director along with her team 
members.  As Executive Director of the Office of 
Economic Development, Linda Chu Takayama will be 
responsible for cultivating tourism and hospitality, 
agriculture, film, and other industries, advancing small 
businesses, strengthening relationships with state, 
military, federal, and international partners, and 
coordinating cultural and community festivals and 
special events. 
 
Takayama comes to Mayor Caldwell’s administration 
after a highly successful legal career as a private 
practice attorney specializing in county, state, and 
federal regulatory and governmental affairs, health care, 
insurance, and corporate business law.  Her resume 
includes time as Deputy Director of the State 
Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs, as 
Hawaii Insurance Commissioner, and as Chief of Staff 
to the United States Senate Sergeant at 
Arms.  Takayama graduated from the University of 
Hawaii at Manoa and holds a Juris Doctor degree from 
George Mason University School of Law in Virginia. 
 
As Executive Director of Business Development, Peter 
Tomozawa will spearhead entrepreneurial projects 
which will bring revenue to the City and County of 
Honolulu, catalytic projects related to transit enhanced 
neighborhoods, and economic development projects to 
stimulate business activity within the city.  Tomozawa  
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retired in 2010 from Goldman, Sachs & Company after a 
17 year career in which he was named Partner in 2006 
and Managing Director in 2000.  He was global head of 
Foreign Exchange sales from 2004 until his retirement.   
   
Minnie Ko will step into the role of Executive Director of 
International Affairs, where she will continue her focus on 
affiliations between Honolulu and foreign cities around 
the world.  She leads Honolulu’s sister city relationships 
and coordinates high-level meetings between Mayor 
Caldwell and foreign dignitaries.  Ko has been with Mayor 
Caldwell’s administration since he took office in January 
of last year.  In her private career, she has founded a 
number of small businesses. She graduated from the 
University of Hawaii at Mânoa and holds an MA in 
International Relations from Sogang University in Seoul, 
Korea.  
  
Dr. Po-Yung Lai is an entomologist with both a master’s 
degree and PhD from the University of Hawaii College of 
Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources 
(CTAHR).  He served as the Assistant Dean for 
Extension for CTAHR before returning to his native 
Taiwan in 1997, where he established the Institute of 
Tropical Agriculture at the National Pingtung University of 
Science and Technology.  
  
Walea Constantinau has been Honolulu Film 
Commissioner since the office was first established in 
1993, and is Vice President of the Association of Film 
Commissioners International.  She is a graduate of the 
University of Hawaii at Manoa. 

 


