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CITY COUNCIL HEARING SCHEDULE

Wednesday, July 9 — Windward Community College
9a.m. City Council — morning session
2 p.m. City Council — afternoon session

Tuesday, July 22

9:00 a.m. Public Safety and Economic Development: Chair
Carol Fukunaga

10:30 a.m. Parks: Chair Joey Manahan

1:00 p.m. Executive Matters and Legal Affairs: Chair Ron
Menor

Wednesday, July 23

9:00 a.m. Budget: Chair Ann Kobayashi
1:00 p.m. Public Works & Sustainability: Chair Stanley
Chang

Thursday, July 24

9:00 a.m. Zoning and Planning: Chair lkaika Anderson

1:00 p.m. Transportation: Chair Breene Harimoto

2:30 p.m. Intergovernmental Affairs and Human Resources:
Chair Kymberly Marcos Pine

City Holidays

Friday, July 4 — Fourth of July

2014/2015 FY Budget Bills Passed
Mayor Kirk Caldwell returned three bills to City Council - without
his signature:

e Bill 11 (2014) CD1 relating to the Legislative Budget

e Bill 12 (2014) CD2, FD1 relating to the Executive
Operating Budget; and

e Bill 13 (2014) CD2, FD1 relating to the Executive Capital
Budget.

He indicated that his decision to not sign the budget bills was
based on an underlying disagreement over the authority of the
council to approve the budgets for the Honolulu Authority for
Rapid Transit (HART). The mayor pointed to specific sections of
Bills 11, 12 and 13 that contain HART-related provisions.

Mayor Caldwell, however, expressed gratitude to the council for
supporting in large part his budget requests. He also signed and
sent to the Council, Bill 14, which authorizes the issuance and sale
of General Obligation Bonds and Bond Anticipation Notes of the
City and County of Honolulu. The mayor said that he is especially
encouraged that the council supported revenue increases that will
allow for sound financial planning in the future and bolster the
city’s ability to sell its general obligation bonds in a competitive
market.

Sewer Fees Increase
The City and County of Honolulu will increase sewer service
charges effective July 1 as part of its multi-year rate increase

enacted in Bill 3 (2012), an amendment, which went into effect
May 2012. Currently, a single-family or duplex dwelling pays a
$65.76 monthly base fee along with a usage charge of $3.93 per
1,000 gallons. There is a 20 percent irrigation credit per household
that goes to watering yards, plants, washing cars and other water
uses that do not enter the sewer system. Starting July 1, those
charges increase by 4 percent for fiscal year 2015 to $68.39 and
$4.08, respectively.

According to Lori Kahikina, director of the Department of
Environmental Service, the increases are necessary for capital
improvements, debt service repayment and upgrading the
workforce and infrastructure, along with complying with the 2010
Consent Decree. She assures tax payers that sewer fees collected
will only go towards sewer-related expenses and projects. The
fees improve the city’s ability to meet current requirements as
well as terms of the consent decree with the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, which the city agreed to make major
improvements over a 25-year time span.

City Announces Homelessness Action Plan
Mayor Caldwell has made combatting homelessness a top priority,

and, following City Council adoption of the Fiscal Year 2015
budget, the Department of Community Services will soon begin
the implementation of an ambitious plan to use a historically high
amount of funding as expeditiously as possible to make a marked,
immediate difference on Oahu’s homelessness crisis.

Managing Director Ember Shinn, Department of Community
Services Director Pamela Witty-Oakland, Hawaii State
Homelessness Coordinator Colin Kippen and Institute for Human
Services Executive Director Connie Mitchell joined Mayor Caldwell
as he outlined proposals to help house Oahu’s unsheltered
homeless families and individuals.

The Housing First program will first be implemented through $3
million in general funds that will go towards rental assistance
(51.32 million), supportive services ($1.43 million), and
administrative expenses ($250,000) aimed at placing chronically
homeless individuals and families in Waikiki, Chinatown and
Leeward O‘ahu. These funds will be available at the start of the
new fiscal year on July 1, 2014.

This rental assistance will complement the Department of
Community Services, WorkHawaii Division’s Rent-to-Work
program, which provides rental assistance and supportive services
similar to Housing First, with a workforce development component
included. Rent-to-Work was first implemented in 2009 and
currently serves 89 previously homeless families and children at a
cost of $1.3 million in FY14.

$8.2 million in Affordable Housing Fund money will be used

to partner with private developers to acquire or renovate
approximately 60 housing units in Chinatown, Waikiki, and
Leeward O‘ahu to serve as Housing First units and affordable
housing for those making 50% or below the area median income in
perpetuity.



E‘Honolulu Board of REALTORS®

CITY AFFAIRS UPDATE

CONTINUED

An additional $4 million in Affordable Housing Funds will be used
to acquire and renovate existing units, or partner with private
developers in existing or new construction of mixed-income
properties in Waikiki to be used to house Housing First clients
and those making 50% or below the area median income in
perpetuity.

$32 million in General Obligation Bonds will be used to acquire
and renovate 200 to 250 units to house Housing First clients and
mixed-income families and individuals in Waikiki, Chinatown
and Leeward O‘ahu. These bonds will include $20 million in
interest and the debt service will be paid off over twenty years.
The money cannot be used for supportive services for the

units’ future clients and can only be used for the acquisition or
renovation of properties.

In addition to setting out a plan for housing our island’s

homeless population, Mayor Caldwell was joined by Honolulu
Police Department Chief Louis Kealoha, Department of Facility
Maintenance Director Ross Sasamura, Department of Parks

and Recreation Director Michele Nekota, Waikiki Improvement
Association President Rick Egged and Hawaii Lodging & Tourism
Association President & CEO George Szigeti as he explained
enforcement activities and proposed legislation designed to make
public spaces accessible for all.

In calendar year 2013, the Stored Property Ordinance (SPO) and
Sidewalk Nuisance Ordinance (SNO) were enforced on 81 days.
That year, 198 SNO violations, 981 SPO removal notices, and 161
SPO storage/disposal notices were issued. More than 148 tons of
items were disposed of, including 378 shopping carts. To date this
year, the SNO and SPO were enforced on 48 days, with 258 SNO
violations, 4 SPO removal notices, and 72 SPO storage/disposal
notices issued, and 86 tons of items disposed.

The Honolulu Police Department has responded to community
concerns and increased enforcement of existing laws in Waikiki.
From January 1 through June 15 of this year, 799 citations were
issued and 10 arrests made for park closure and illegal camping
violations, 116 citations issued and 17 arrests made for liquor
violations, 61 citations issued for living in a vehicle, 36 citations
issued and 17 arrests made for peddling, and 111 citations issued
for smoking in smoke-free areas.

Mayor Caldwell outlined proposed legislation to further equip

the city and local businesses to ensure sidewalks and public
places are safe, clean and accessible to all. Bill 42 calls for the
implementation of “sit-lie” measures that have been successfully
adopted by a number of municipalities in the rest of the nation.
Bill 43 would prohibit public urination and defecation, similar to a
law in place in downtown Honolulu. Both bills would apply only to
Waikiki, and may be expanded to other areas across Oahu.

Bill 41 Proposal Bulky Item Pick Up Fees
Council member Ann Kobayashi introduced Bill 41 to establish

a one-year pilot program to charge for bulky-item pickup by
appointment only. Currently, city refuse workers conduct

monthly bulky-item pickup across the island, free of charge, and
on designated days, regardless of whether a pick up is actually
needed.

Under the proposed ordinance, the homeowner would schedule
an appointment with the city to pick up bulky items curbside

or on the sidewalk fronting their property. The owner would
subsequently be billed by the city for the pickup of those items.
Penalties for early placement of bulky items prior to the night
before the scheduled pickup would be borne by the homeowner.

Above and beyond Bill 41, the Refuse Division of the Department
of Environmental Services has taken a deeper look at the
possibility of charging fees for refuse disposal services as a way

to better manage the competing resource needs of the City and
County of Honolulu. A key attribute of a solid waste user fee is
that it provides a stable and reliable funding source for delivery

of those services. User fees can be varied depending on customer
type to ensure a more equitable approach to the fees charged (for
instance residential vs. commercial). Billing could be accomplished
through the owner’s property tax bill. The council will continue

to seek fiscally responsible alternatives such as fees for service to
successfully balance the budget. Bill 41(14) has been deferred in
committee.
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