
property to abate a public nuisance. While there is currently a 
committee draft proposed, property owners are encouraged by 
the bill’s proposals to enhance the minimum standards designed 
to safeguard living conditions that surround buildings and 
structures intended for human habitation.

Rail Employment Numbers Rise

The Honolulu Authority for Rapid 
Transportation (HART)announced an 
increase in its latest job figures related 
to the rail project. The number of 
jobs grew in the second quarter of 
this year to 1,238, an increase of 93 
additional jobs, HART officials said. 
The quarterly job counts include 
current contractors Kiewit Infrastructure West Co., Ansaldo 
Honolulu JV and various architectural firms working for the 
project, along with HART staff.
 
More than 60 percent of those jobs are local hires, and that 
number is expected to grow as the project progresses. According 
to HART, “The total number of rail-related jobs has steadily risen 
and will continue to do so as construction begins on other sections 
of the rail alignment. The creation of rail jobs not only benefits 
those directly involved with the project, but generates revenue for 
other sectors of our local economy.”
 
The rail project is projected to reach a peak of 4,000 direct jobs. 
At that time, the entire rail guideway and all 21 rail stations are 
expected to be under construction.

Bill Amends Property Tax Exemption

Bill 54, introduced by Councilmember Ann Kobayashi and Council 
Chair Ernie Martin, modifies the requirements regarding the real 
property tax credit for low-income homeowners. Currently, the 
homeowner must meet several criteria:

1. The owner has been granted the home exemption
2. The taxes owed exceed four percent of the titleholders’ 

combined income for the calendar year immediately 
preceding the date of the application

3. The titleholder does not own any other real property.
4. The owner filed taxes.

The last criteria is that the combined annual income of all 
titleholders of the property does not exceed $50,000. The 
amendment to Bill 54 would increase the maximum annual 
income to $60,000. Only one person testified on the bill, so it has 
been referred to City Council for second reading. 

CITY COUNCIL HEARING SCHEDULE

Wed., Sept. 10
9 a.m.  City Council – morning session
2 p.m.  City Council – afternoon session
 
Tue., Sept. 16
9 a.m.  Public Safety and Economic Development: 
   Chair Carol Fukunaga
10:30 a.m. Parks: Chair Joey Manahan
1 p.m.  Executive Matters and Legal Affairs: Chair Ron Menor

Wed., Sept. 17
9 a.m.   Budget: Chair Ann Kobayashi
1 p.m.  Public Works & Sustainability: Chair Stanley 
Chang

Thur., Sept. 18
9 a.m.  Zoning and Planning: Chair Ikaika Anderson
1 p.m.  Transportation: Chair Breene Harimoto
2:30 p.m. Intergovernmental Affairs and Human Resources: 
    Chair Kymberly Marcos Pine

Oct. 6 – Last day to register to vote for the general election

Oct. 28 – Last day to register for permanent absentee voter ballot

Nov. 4 – General Election!

Bill 52 Targets Real Property Nuisances

Councilmember Carol Fukunaga has introduced Bill 52, which is 
intended to protect residential property and uses from unsafe and 
unsanitary conditions that prevent or impair the safe use and quiet 
enjoyment of residential property. The bill defines public nuisance 
as: “storage of accumulated personal property covering more than 
50 percent or more of any required yard unless fully enclosed 
in a lawful structure.” The bill is a revision of Bill 8 (2014), which 
dealt with nuisances that affect residential properties, but it goes 
further by defining unsafe and unsanitary conditions prohibited by 
the Housing Code. 

The bill also supports proposals related to 
service of a Notice of Order by publication, 
posting on the premises affected by the 
complaint, or recorded in the Bureau of 
Conveyances or Land Court, enforceable in 
the same manner as a mortgage or lien on 
the real property. In addition, the bill would 
allow for an administrative warrant to enable 
enforcement officials when they are unable to 
obtain access consent from an owner or person 
in possession of a building to enter a private 
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King St. Bicycle Track Project Moving Forward

Last month the Department of Transportation Services held 
an informational meeting to provide updates about the King 
Street Cycle Track pilot project, including design concepts and an 
installation schedule.

CITY AFFAIRS UPDATE
CONTINUED

The cycle track, also known as a protected bike lane, will be on 
the left (mauka) side of King Street from Alapai Street to Isenberg 
Street. On-street parking will be moved into the second lane from 
the mauka curb and the protected bike lane will be between the 
mauka curb and the on-street parking. Green paint will be installed 
in conflict zones, such as driveways and intersections, to caution 
motorists and bicyclists to potential conflicting traffic in those 
areas. More details about the project will be available at the public 
meeting.
 
Mayor Caldwell has been an advocate of protected bike lanes, 
noting, “The King Street cycle track will encourage more people 
to bike by giving them a safe place to ride on the street.” The King 
Street Cycle Track project public meeting offered the community 
an opportunity to see the plan for King Street, provide comments 
and ask questions. 
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