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CITY COUNCIL HEARING SCHEDULE

Wed., Nov. 12
9a.m. City Council — morning session
2 p.m. City Council — afternoon session

Tues., Nov. 18

9a.m. Public Safety and Economic Development: Chair
Carol Fukunaga

10:30 a.m. Parks: Chair Joey Manahan

1p.m. Executive Matters and Legal Affairs: Chair Ron
Menor

Wed., Nov. 19

9a.m. Budget: Chair Ann Kobayashi

1p.m. Public Works & Sustainability: Chair Stanley

Chang

Thur., Nov. 20

9a.m. Zoning and Planning: Chair Ikaika Anderson
1p.m. Transportation: Chair Breene Harimoto
2:30 p.m. Intergovernmental Affairs and Human Resources:

Chair Kymberly Marcos Pine

Nov. 11 — Veteran’s Day Holiday
Nov. 27 — Thanksgiving Day Holiday

City Council Returns Veteran Lawmaker

Carol Fukunaga, who won the special election

in 2012 to replace Tulsi Gabbard, will return to
City Council for a four-year term representing
District 6 (District 6 includes portions of Makiki,
downtown Honolulu, Punchbowl, Pauoa Valley,
Nuuanu, Alewa Heights, Papakolea, Fort Shafter,
Moanalua, Halawa, Aiea, Kalihi Valley, and
portions of Liliha and Kalihi).

The former state senator lost her re-election
to the State Senate to Brian Taniguchi following reapportionment
in 2010, which pitted the two veteran lawmakers against each
other to take the consolidated seat. She brings with her a broader
understanding of the unique roles of the county and state
government.

When asked about homelessness, she said “Homelessness is
not just the city’s or the state’s problem. It’s everyone’s problem
— because it is a symptom of the breakdown in creating the
necessary inventory of affordable housing.”

Fukunaga supports a more creative regulatory structure that
allows for the development of workforce housing for middle-class
families who earn too much to qualify for government subsidized
housing but who cannot afford the new housing units now being
developed. Fukunaga believes that new partnerships between all
levels of government and collaboration with the private/non-profit

sectors are needed to solve city challenges and her background
in technology innovation and over 25 years of problem-solving
experience with state, county and federal partners will be a
welcome addition to the council team.

Fukunaga defeated Sam Aiona, 55 percent to 36 percent, to keep
the District 6 seat. But she faced stiff opposition in candidates
supported by the Aikea Unite Here/Local 5 Political Action
Committee who not only put up their candidate to run against
her, but continued to target her through direct mail and negative
advertising. Aiekea spent $318,580 in the district and in support
of Joli Tokusato, who ran unsuccessfully against Fukunaga in the
primary.

Ozawa Wins Tight Race to Represent East Honolulu
Trevor Ozawa narrowly beat Tommy Waters

by just 47 votes in the General Election to
represent District 4 (District 4 includes Hawaii
Kai, Kuliouou, Niu Valley, Aina Haina, Wailupe,
Waialae-Iki, Kalani Valley, Kahala, Wilhemina
Rise, Kaimuki, portions of Kapahulu, Diamond
Head, Black Point, Waikiki, and Ala Moana
Beach Park). Both candidates advanced to
the general election after securing the top
votes in the primary face-off with two other
candidates. Although new to the campaign
trail, Ozawa worked on efforts to elect Stanley Chang and
previously served as an aid in his office.

Ozawa’s indicated a concern for the overall increased cost of living
here in Honolulu, including taxes - especially on the elderly who
are living on fixed incomes. He acknowledged that real property
taxes continue to rise due to the increased assessed value on
homes, and noted that values continue to rise in part due to

the housing-supply problem. Ozawa supports streamlining and
increasing efficiency of government services and believes that it’s
important that government operates with transparency to ensure
that tax dollars are not wasted. As a husband and father, he puts
families first and is committed to addressing long-term impacts
that will affect our children and grandchildren.

Elefante to Replace Harimoto in District 8
Brandon Elefante won the District 8 seat

vacated by Breene Harimoto with 50 percent
plus 1 of the vote in the August primary
(District 8 includes Pearl City, Pearl Peninsula,
Waimalu, Crestview, Waipio Gentry and
portions of Waipahu). Brandon has been a
legislative aide of Harimoto and is a 2004
graduate of Aiea High School. He received

a Bachelor’s degree been Economics and
Business Administration from St. Mary’s
College of California and an MBA from
Chaminade University of Honolulu.
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Elefante is a lifelong resident of the district and a second-
generation descendant of Filipino immigrants, so he believes

he has a clear understanding of the many concerns facing the
community. Serving as staff for the district, he has been deeply
involved in the process of shaping key policy issues such as zoning
and planning, transportation, public works and sustainability, and
the city budget. He will continue to work on Complete Streets
Ordinance to make Honolulu streets safer, Transit-Oriented
Development (TOD) policies, establishing a parklets pilot project,
and allowing more access for SNAP/EBT users at the city’s People’s
Open Markets.

Councilmember Breene Harimoto will resign from City Council
to assume his new role as State Senator. Harimoto ran another
uncontested race for the Senate seat vacated by governor-elect
David Ige.

HART Receives GET Revenue For Rail

The Honolulu Authority for Rapid Transportation (HART) received
$48.5 million in General Excise and Use Tax (GET) surcharge
revenue in the third quarter for construction of the Honolulu rail
project. The State Department of Taxation notified HART of the
recent GET quarterly revenue installment, which covers the period
of July through September of this year.

HART has now collected nearly $1.35 billion in local revenue
funding for rail. The steady GET surcharge revenue, along with the
$1.55 billion in secured federal funds needs to remain strong in
order to finish the project. Rail opponents remain skeptical that it
will finish on time and on budget. The half-percent GET surcharge
for Oahu, which by law can only be used for Honolulu’s rail system,
began in January 2007 and is set to expire at the end of 2022. The
surcharge is estimated to fund 70 percent of the project’s cost,
with the remaining balance to be paid for with federal funds.

Bill 64 Addresses E-Smoking
Breene Harimoto has introduced Bill 64 to broaden the definition

of “smoking” to include the use of an electronic smoking

device, also referred to as “e-smoking.” It could be the last bill

he introduces as a council member. According to Harimoto,
broadening the definition of “smoking” will have the effect of
banning e-smoking in those places where the smoking of tobacco
products is banned.

The Council recognizes the upswing in the practice of e-smoking,
which involves the inhalation of nicotine vapor and other
chemicals from electronic cigarettes (“e-cigarettes”) and similar
items as an alternative to the smoking of tobacco products.

The inhalation of nicotine and some of the other chemicals

that have been found in e-cigarettes is hazardous to the health
of the e-smoker and e-smoking is a nuisance to others. Use of
e-cigarettes also undermines public policies discouraging smoking
in public places and the workplace because such use promotes
smoking behavior in these places and makes enforcement of
current laws prohibiting smoking in these places more difficult.
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HONOLULU BOARD OF REALTORS®
2014 CITY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE PURPOSE: To advocate on issues important to the Honolulu
Board of REALTORS?®, influence legislative and regulatory policies to protect
private property rights and which impact the real estate industry on Oahu.

CHAIR: V. Elise Lee, RA, SFR
Sandwich Isles Realty, Inc.

MEMBERS:

Beverly Amaral, RA
Elite Pacific Properties, LLC

Jennifer Andrews, R
Coldwell Banker Pacific Properties

Riley Hakoda, R, ABR, GRI, SFR
Pier Management—Hawaii LLC

Barbie Hee, R, AHWD, e-PRO
Watanabe International, Inc.

Martha T. Kersting, R, GRI
International Realty Service &
Consultants

Derek Lau, R, e-PRO, RSPS,
SFR, SRES
Real Estate Specialists

Jack M. Legal, R, CRS
Legal Realty

Darryl Macha, R, ABR, AHWD,
e-Pro, GRI, SFR,
Century21 All Islands

Cynthia Manabe, R, ABR, GRI
Realty Laua LLC

Karin Moody, R
Prudential Advantage Realty

Meme Moody, RA
Prudential Advantage Realty

Joe Paikai, R, GRI, SRES
Keller Williams Realty

Randy Prothero, R, ABR,
AHWD, CRS, e-PRO, GRI, SFR
Island Style Realty Inc,

Earle Shiroma, R, e-PRO
East to West Real Estate, LLC

Loren Tripoli R
Bob Vieira Realty, LLC

John “Jack’ Tyrrell, R
Jack Tyrrell & Company

Bob Vieira, R
Bob Vieira Realty, LLC

Edmund Wong, R, CRB, CRS
First Capital Realty One

HBR DIRECTOR OF
GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS &
STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT:
Nelson Higa



