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KEEPING HONOLULU REALTORS® INFORMED & INVOLVED IN HBR’S PUBLIC POLICY AGENDA

CITY COUNCIL HEARING SCHEDULE

Wed., Dec. 10
9 a.m. City Council — morning session
2 p.m. City Council — afternoon session

There are no committee hearings in December. Committee
hearings will resume in January 2015.

Thur., Dec. 25 — Christmas Holiday

Committee Discusses Animal Control Contract

According to Councilmember Kimberly Pine (District 1), her office
has continued to receive numerous calls and complaints about the
lack of response by the City to community animal welfare issues.
A trending story of a dog left tangled in his own wired leash for
days left residents outraged at the City for doing nothing. Pine’s
office hears repeated concerns about abandoned, loose, or cruelly-
treated pets — all which could be prevented if the City were doing
its job and providing the animal control service the public expects.

Pine says the City is required to develop a public complaint
process with its animal control contractor in consultation with the
Honolulu Police Department. The process, to protect the public
and its pets, has in years past, been attended-to by the Hawaii
Humane Society — which contracted with the City for animal care
and control. Animal-related law enforcement work historically
encompassed 11,000 to 15,000 calls for help from the public.

However, since August 2013, the City reduced the scope of that
animal control contract, removing all law enforcement work from
the Humane Society and not specifying who or what agency would
pick up the slack. In light of this gap in service, residents have been
confused about which agency is responsible for enforcing the law
and protecting pets.

In its Fiscal Year 2014 annual report to the City, the Humane
Society noted that services omitted from previous city contracts
included law enforcement work. This included responding to the
public’s requests for services relating to barking dogs, cat issues,
cruelty/abandonment issues, dog bites and dangerous dogs,
evictions, police calls for assistance, loose dogs and requests for
stray pickup. In response, Pine
hosted a briefing in November
asking for clarification about
the scope of the animal control
contract from the Department
of Customer Services and the
Hawaiian Humane Society.

City Plans for Food Truck Enforcement
The Department of Transportation Services (DTS) and Department

of Enterprise Services (DES) will meet with the public in December
to discuss on-street food truck stalls and pending regulations.

Members of the public will be informed of the locations identified
by DTS as appropriate for on-street food truck stalls within the
Hawai‘i Capital Special District. DTS and DES will also explain the
process to bid on a “mobile food unit parking stall,” which is two
adjacent standard-sized parking stalls combined to form a single
stall double in length, at locations deemed appropriate by DTS.

Representatives from DES will be available to explain the city’s
concession process and both DTS and DES will field questions from
the community. The meeting and the forthcoming creation of the
mobile food unit parking stalls is in accordance with Ordinance
14-5 passed by the Honolulu City Council March 12, 2014. The
two-year pilot program would assign stalls by permit from 10:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in designated areas.

Amemiya Takes Over Managing Director Role
Mayor Kirk Caldwell has appointed Roy

Amemiya to be Managing Director of the
City and County of Honolulu, effective Jan.
1, 2015. Ember Shinn will remain Managing
Director until Dec. 31, then transition to

a part-time position to continue working

on the administration’s Fiscal Year 2016
budget proposal, the new Office of Strategic
Development, and a number of other
priorities.

Amemiya is currently CEO and President of ‘Olelo Community
Television. He returns to the city after leading the Department of
Budget and Fiscal Services under Mayor Jeremy Harris from 1997
to 2000. In his private-sector career, he was Senior Vice President
of Central Pacific Bank (formerly City Bank) from 2001 to 2010 and
Vice President of Bank of Hawaii from 1997 to 1996. Amemiya was
also active with the Honolulu Japanese Chamber of Commerce.

Born and raised in Wahiawa, Amemiya went to Leilehua High
School and graduated from college at Purdue University. He
received a Masters of Business Administration from the University
of Hawai‘i at Manoa and later completed the Pacific Coast Banking
School with honors.

When Mayor Caldwell appointed Ember Shinn to be Managing
Director before taking office last year, she became the first woman
in the history of the City & County of Honolulu to hold that key
management position. Shinn also served as the executive assistant
to Acting Mayor Caldwell in 2010. Shinn has over twenty years

of experience practicing law in California, where she represented
public and private entities in public law and employment litigation.
She served as General Counsel for Oakland Unified School District
and the Peralta Community College District. Shinn returned home
to Hawaii in 2001, retired from the practice of law, and worked

for the State House of Representatives as staff attorney for the
Judiciary Committee and as special assistant and Chief of Staff for
the Speaker of the House, Calvin Say.
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Sit-Lie Bills Expand Across Oahu
Mayor Kirk Caldwell signed a bill into law to expand the city’s sit-lie

ordinance into downtown Honolulu and other business districts
across the island.

According to the bill, people cannot sit or lie down along public
sidewalks from 5 a.m. to 11 p.m. daily in specific areas: Chinatown,
downtown Honolulu, McCully Moiliili, Kailua, Wahiawa, Ala
Moana-Sheridan, Pawaa, two sections of Kaneohe, Waimanalo,
Kapahulu, Waialae, Kahala, Aina Haina and Niu Valley and Hawaii
Kai.

A similar law went into effect in September and target sitting
and lying in Waikiki - 24 hours a day. Sadly, while sit-lie laws are
implicitly designed to apply to everyone, most of those who lie
and sit on sidewalks are considered homeless. Opponents are
concerned that sit-lie laws criminalize homelessness and offer no
evidence showing they improve customer traffic.

Supporters are concerned that a point has been reached where
pedestrians cannot travel safely and are being discouraged from
entering the storefronts of businesses.

To see the final language of the bill and the maps showing the
specific locations, go to http://bit.ly/Bill48FD1.

Holiday Happenings
Dec. 6 - Mayor’s Annual

Christmas Tree Lighting
Ceremony/Parade sponsored
by the City and County of
Honolulu will begin at 6 p.m.
and run until approximately
11 p.m. The event is expected
to have 2,000 marchers, 40
vehicles, 15 floats and 15
bands. It will start at Aala Park
to King St., Kokohead on King
Street, to end in a closed-

off portion of King Street,
between Punchbowl! & South
Streets. Mayor Caldwell will
light the city’s Christmas tree
at 6:30 p.m.

Dec. 6 - Honolulu City Lights opens at Honolulu Hale - Honolulu’s
City Hall. Celebrating its 30*" year in 2014, “Honolulu City Lights”
is the focal point for Oahu’s Christmas celebration. Honolulu Hale
(City Hall) and the Civic Center Grounds come alive with a 50-foot
Christmas tree, wreath exhibits, giant Yuletide displays and live
entertainment.
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