
Conversely, some have voiced that concerns may still remain. 
Increased traffic congestion, urbanization of farmland and a lack 
of affordable housing units are issues the developer will have 
to address in the Council’s public hearings. Zoning and Planning 
Committee Chair Ikaika Anderson has scheduled two hearings 
– one at Kapolei Hale and one at Honolulu Hale – to allow for 
community input from West  O’ahu.

Neighborhood Board Elections Receive National Recognition
The 2015 Neighborhood Board elections will be held in April 
and May of this year. At stake are 437 seats on  O’ahu’s 33 
Neighborhood Boards, whose volunteer members hold monthly 
meetings and serve as advisors on community concerns.

 O’ahu residents who voted in the 2014 state elections are pre-
registered to vote in the Neighborhood Board elections. Those 
who did not vote, voted but changed residences since the election, 
or are non-citizen residents must file a voter registration form 
in order to vote in the 2015 Neighborhood Board elections. The 
Neighborhood Board system was created in 1973 to increase 
and assure effective citizen participation in government decision-
making.

The Neighborhood Board 2013 digital election was selected by the 
Harvard Kennedy School’s Ash Center as a Bright Ideas recipient. 
The Bright Ideas initiative grew out of the Innovations in American 
Government awards competition, of which the digital elections is 
still under consideration for. Bright Ideas serves to further highlight 
and promote creative government initiatives and partnerships so 
that government leaders, public servants and other individuals can 
learn about noteworthy ideas, and can adopt those initiatives that 
can work in their own communities.

Beginning with these Bright Ideas, the Innovations Program seeks 
to create an open collection of innovations in order to create 
an online community in which ideas can be proposed, shared 
and disseminated. For more information on the Bright Ideas 
recognition program, visit http://www.ash.harvard.edu/Home/
Programs/Innovations-in-Government/Awards/Bright-Ideas.

More information on the elections and boards is available at www.
honolulu.gov/nco.

Amemiya Appointed Managing Director
The Honolulu City Council unanimously 
confirmed Mayor Kirk Caldwell’s appointment 
of Roy K. Amemiya, Jr. as Managing Director 
of the City and County of Honolulu. Amemiya 
began serving as Managing Director Designate 
on January 1, 2015, replacing Ember Shinn. 

Prior to being named Managing Director, 
Amemiya was CEO and President of ‘Ōlelo 
Community Media from 2010 to 2015. Roy 
returns to the city after leading the Department of Budget and 

CITY COUNCIL HEARING SCHEDULE

Wednesday, March 11
9 a.m.		  City Council – morning session
2 p.m.		  City Council – afternoon session
 
Tuesday, March 31
9 a.m.		  Public Health, Safety & Welfare: Chair Ron 		
			   Menor
10:30 a.m.	 Parks, Community & Customer Services: Chair 	
			   Kymberly Pine
1 p.m.		  Executive Matters and Legal Affairs: Chair Trevor 	
			   Ozawa

Wednesday, April 1
9 a.m. 		  Budget: Chair Ann Kobayashi
1 p.m.		  Public Works, Infrastructure, & Sustainability: 	
			   Chair Carol Fukunaga

Thursday, April 2
9 a.m.		  Zoning and Planning: Chair Ikaika Anderson
1 p.m.		  Transportation: Chair Joey Manahan
2:30 p.m.	 Business, Economic Development & Tourism: 	
			   Chair Brandon Elefante

Thursday, March 26 – Prince Kuhio Day

Zoning Committee Hears Bill 3 for Ho’opili Mixed-Use Project
On Feb. 18, 2015, Bill 3 passed first reading in regards to rezoning 
land situated at Honouliuli,  O’ahu. The proposed zone change 
would facilitate development of the Ho’opili mixed use community.

Proponents of Ho’opili say that it will create a healthy and 
sustainable living environment for West  O’ahu, by bringing 
needed affordable homes, land for agricultural growth, and 
commercial space for new businesses. This proposed zone change 
would result in over 3,000 affordable housing units to be delivered 
over the next 20 years. Also, 45 acres of parkland are intended to 
become three public parks, for residents to enjoy.
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Roy K. Amemiya, Jr. 

Artist’s rendering of Ho’opili



Fiscal Services under Mayor Jeremy Harris from 1997 to 2000. In 
his private sector career, Roy was Senior Vice President of Central 
Pacific Bank (formerly City Bank) and Vice President of Bank of 
Hawai’i.

Born and raised in Wahiawa, Amemiya went to Leilehua High 
School and graduated from Purdue University. He received a 
Masters of Business Administration from the University of Hawai’i 
at Mānoa and later completed the Pacific Coast Banking School 
with honors. 

Mayor Signs Sit/Lie Law
Mayor Kirk Caldwell signed into law Bill 
62 prohibiting sitting or lying in four city 
pedestrian malls in the Chinatown/Downtown 
business district: Fort Street Mall, Kekaulike 
Mall, Sun Yat Sen Mall, and Union Mall. The 
Mayor believes that this “additional tool” will 
help make business districts across O‘ahu safe 
and accessible for all. 

This new law complements the bill signed into 
law by Mayor Caldwell in December 2014 prohibiting sitting or 
lying on sidewalks in specific business districts around the island, 
including Chinatown and Downtown, and the original law signed in 
September 2014 banning sitting and lying in the business district 
of Waikiki.

Sit-lie laws require police to issue a warning before any other 
action is taken. The vast majority of people who have been warned 
comply without any further action. Since September 2014, HPD 
has issued a total of 489 warnings and 110 citations. Only 2 arrests 
have been made. Since mid-December 2014, HPD has issued 964 
warnings and only 10 citations and 3 arrests.

The Institute for Human Services (IHS) reports a notable decrease 
in visible homelessness in Waikiki since sit-lie went into effect, 
including a 50% increase in people experiencing homelessness 
from out-of-state compared to last winter season. IHS has received 
positive feedback from residents and businesses on the progress 
made through sit-lie and increased community outreach. 

According to IHS:
•	 Since the law went into effect, homeless outreach personnel 

are finding and serving more individuals who have been 
experiencing homeless for 10+ years.

•	 Outreach workers have had more individuals accept services 
since sit-lie has been enforced.

•	 Meal program numbers are increasing – IHS is now serving an 
average of 750 meals per day compared to about 650 meals 
per day at this time last year (2014).

•	 Waikīkī residents have mentioned to IHS leadership and 
outreach workers that overall visible homelessness has 
decreased. For the most part, Waikīkī stakeholders are happy 
about sit-lie and the progress it’s making.
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CHAIR: Derek C. Lau, R, 
e-PRO, RSPS, SFR, SRES
Real Estate Specialists

MEMBERS:

Beverly Amaral, RA 
Elite Pacific Properties, LLC

Jennifer Andrews, R 
Coldwell Banker Pacific Properties

Riley Hakoda, R, ABR, GRI, SFR 
Pier Management—Hawaii LLC
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International Realty Service & 
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Jack M. Legal, R, CRS 
Legal Realty

Darryl Macha, R, ABR, AHWD, 
e-Pro, GRI, SFR,  
Century21 All Islands

Cynthia Manabe, R, ABR, GRI 
Realty Laua LLC

Karin Moody, R 
Prudential Advantage Realty

Meme Moody, RA 
Prudential Advantage Realty

Joe Paikai, R, GRI, SRES 
Keller Williams Realty

Randy Prothero, R, ABR, 
AHWD, CRS, e-PRO, GRI, SFR 
Island Style Realty

Earle Shiroma, R, e-PRO 
East to West Real Estate, LLC

Loren Tripoli R 
Bob Vieira Realty, LLC

John “Jack” Tyrrell, R 
Jack Tyrrell & Company

Bob Vieira, R 
Bob Vieira Realty, LLC

Edmund Wong, R, CRB, CRS 
First Capital Realty One

HBR DIRECTOR OF 
GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS & 
STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT: 
Nelson Higa

HONOLULU BOARD OF REALTORS®

2015 CITY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE PURPOSE: To advocate on issues important to the Honolulu 
Board of REALTORS®, influence legislative and regulatory policies to protect 
private property rights and which impact the real estate industry on Oahu.

In the Chinatown business district, the city has entered into a 
five-year contract with Mental Health Kokua (MHK) to repurpose 
Pauahi Hale and provide a broad range of services to help some 
of the most vulnerable members of the Downtown/Chinatown 
community. Initial services currently provided under the contract 
include public showers, restrooms, and hygiene facilities from 7 
a.m. until 7 p.m. seven days a week. MHK has partnered with IHS, 
River of Life Mission and other nonprofits as part of its Pauahi 
Hale Enrichment Program, which will serve as a portal of entry 
into social services, housing, and medical and behavioral health 
treatment. 

Mayor Kirk Caldwell


